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SHARON BLACK 
SIMPLY THE BEST 


By Janene Mar 


youth Australian sensation 
Sharon Black was warmly 
‘acclaimed when named Ansett 
Australia Summer Series National 
League Player-of-the-Year, at a 
prestigious luncheon last Saturday 
at the Sydney Airport Hilton. 
Before an attendance of almost 
200 guests, including dignitaries of 
both men’s and women’s soccer and 
special sporting guests, Black was 
awarded the inaugural Julie Dolan 
Medal for her outstanding perfor- 
mances over this, the second nation- 
al league season. Her prize also 


in Bali. 

MC, Liz Deep-Jones of SBS: TY, 
along with some great video footage 
and graphics, revealed the points 
countdown in three blocks, several 
rounds at a time, Black led the tally 
at each stage, but after scoring 
points early, was almost chased 
down in the last round. In a dramat- 
ic finish, she notched up 33 points, 
just one point ahead of fellow 


- Australian team members Katrina 


Boyd and Lisa Casagrande. 

The awards were a memorable 
part of three days of non-stop 
women’s football action, which fea: 
tured all the thrills of the Top Four 


Finals Series, 


included an Ansett holiday for two (Full details, turn to page 15.) 


‘Gee page 15) 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE: ALL THE LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL NEWS, PLUS 
AUSSIES PLAYING IN THE UK & PLENTY MORE ... 


Sharon Black is congratulated by Ansett Australia’s Max Wood 


[aa have, for many years, attempted to clean 
the image of the game, and quite rightly so. 
Many nasty little occurrences have crept into 
the world sport, such as ‘aking a dive’ etc. and this: 
does nothing o enhance the image of football, nor 
those who indulge in such actions. 

‘The ‘Fair Play’ initiative came into existence for 
the 1990 World Cup in Italy, and FIFA thought that 
by encouraging positive sporting behaviour — 
through the participation of the players — it would 
influence the supporters and thereby nurture a 
communal feeling as opposed to the dreadful 
scenes we have all witnessed over the years, 

The doctrine of ‘Fair Play’ is expressed 
adequately in a few short lines: 

“It's about winning and sometimes losing. 
It's about everybody, the old and the young. 
But most of all it's about playing games fairly. 
‘Fair Play’ is about respact for the opponent, the 
officials and the public.” 

‘These few shor lines Were spoken by arguably 
the game's greatest ambassador — Pele. 

The concept has become so well a supported 
movement that many have attempted to jump on 
the bandwagon, offering nothing to those itis truly 
aimed at — the children — while basking in the 
glory of the goveming body's shadow. SNICKERS, 
however, has always been a litle bit different, but 
‘more of that in a moment. 

The ‘Fair Play - Please’ banners, displayed prior 
to all FIFA matches, are carried by four youngsters, 
and now, in an effort to unite the world game's 
leams and supporters, YOU have the opportunity 
tobe one of those lucky kids selected, 

Fifty children, aged between 12-18, will be 
tandomly selected on March 12, each receiving the 
World Cup sports pack consisting of: sports bag, T- 
shirt and cap, and, after being interviewed by Paul 
Wade, the five that he selects as most suitable will 
then fly off to Paris for five days, where they will 
lead the players and officials onto the pitch and 
spend a litle time sampling the delights of this 
cultural city (not the wine | hope!) 

For more information on-how to enter, ring 
Matthew on; (03) 9686 6633, 

‘As much as many may be at odds with the 
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oficialdom of the game from time to time, it is the 
children who are the future of football. Anything 
that encourages the right values, and interest, in 
football must be nurtured until it reaches fruition. 
Hopefully, ‘Fair Play’ is just around the comer. 
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The Topper Bil Turner Cup kicks off in the very 
near future and, once again, everyone up in NNSW. 
has been extremely busy producing the yearly 
handbook. 

Ithas to be said, for a competition that started 
with Joss than 35 teams some 20-years ago, last 
year saw the tally rise to 735. An insignificant 
amount for just a school age competition? ...yeah 
fight 

Bil Tumer has cajoled, coerced and nurtured a 
team that thousands now share and this year’s 
handbook is by far the best to date. 

It contains over 80 pages of information, 
photographs and a chart to map the success of the 
Winning team, although it must be said, every team 
thal enters this prestigious competition is a winner 
by any standards. 

The handbook is free, although a donation to 
cover costs and postage would be greatly 
appreciated (hint, hint) and is availabe from: 

Mr Bill Tumer by ringing: (02) 4950 8588 or by 
fax to; (02) 4950 8589. 

Yet again a magnificent effort by those involved, 
‘and long may it continue as the coverage of school 
soccer in Australia is abysmal, at the best of times, 
and something that ABSW hopes to put right in the 
‘ear future. 

To this end, if you have a photo of your school, 
or club, team anywhere up to the U/I6 age group, 
why not send it in to: ‘Team Scene’, ABSW, 5-9 
Garners Ave, Marrickville, NSW 2204. 

Please remember to send a stamped selt- 
addressed envelope if you want your photos 
returned, and ensure that ALL team members’ 
ames are incorporated into the package (on a 
separate sheet if warranted). Please PRINT 
names, there is nothing worse than having your 
name misspelt 
Mocky Brick 
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lhe World Cup of this 
year will herald in a 

new era in football, 

‘No, not the new tactics, the 
new player discoveries, not 
a new winner. No, I speak 
of a little eletronic gadget 
smaller than a cigarette 
packet called the signal bip, 
And it is historic in that it is 
the first entry of electronic 
technology that has been 
allowed into the sacred and 
protected world of football. 
The signal bip is an 
instrument that will enhance 
direct communication 
between referee and lines- 
man. It has been tested in a 
number of _ previous 
competitions and it has now 
been decreed that it is to be 
used ii all FIFA 
competitions. It entails a 
small transmitter built into 
the linesman’s flag which, at 
the press of a button, 
transmits a beep to the 
referee, who wears a small 
rectangular box strapped to 
his arm above the elbow, 


attention. 


place. 


under his shirt sleeve. 

When the linesman spots 
an infringement away from 
the referee's eyes, he signals 
the referee, who hears a beep 
and feels a vibration in the 
apparatus. Depending on 
which of two tones he hears 
he can identify which 
linesman is trying to get his 


The development has been 
hailed by the world’s top 
referees. One called it an 
umbilical cord between ref 
and linesman. No longer will 
the linesman be waving his 
flag aimlessly at the sky, 
oblivious to the referee. We 
have all seen linesmen 
‘attempting to alert the referee 
to infringements with the ref, 
preoccupied by the flow of 
play, failing to notice and 
then failing to punish. We 
have seen linesmen signalling 
for a substitution, only for the 
unaware ref to re-start play 
and see a goal scored before 
the intended substitution took 


The signall bip is another goal. 
excellent innovation, part of But the topic raises a very 
the pattern to improve old issue, that of com- 
football’s flow and munication and teamwork 
efficiency of justice. It will between referee and linesmen 
speed up the game and will (nowadays called assistant 
be a vital instrument in referees). In international 
spotting and’punishing the games in general, whether 
guilty. they be World Cup qualifiers 

But I have a couple of — or international club matches, 
reservations. The equipment the officials act as teams. In 
is aimed at the elite apex of other words all three are from 
the world’s 750,000 official the same neutral country, 
referees. What of the bottom probably acting together 
end, who will not have this regularly, knowing and 
equipment? What has feeling each other’s reactions. 
happened to FIFA’s con- ‘That concept stops with 
sistent principle that the major finals competitions. 
technology, such as video FIFA recently announced the 
evidence for refereeing men that will officiate at the 
decisions, cannot be World Cup in France. A list 
introduced because football is of referees and another list of 
a socially broad game and _linesmen. No co-relation 
rules cannot be restricted to between them. At the World 
its most elite and most Cup next June you might see 
affluent competitions? FIFA a Uruguayan referee, and two 
has been saying that video _linesmen from Costa Rica 
evidence cannot be and Bulgaria. They will have 
introduced because not all seen cach other for the first 
games, at its amateur and time in the dressing room 


junior levels, can use it. And before the game. 
rules must be uniform. Will that be in the spirit of 
Now we have a piece of — what FIFA is trying to do? OF 


course not, It is time now for 
FIFA to consider appointing 
refereeing teams for major 
competitions. Referees and 
linesman who work together 
regularly, who know each 
other's reactions, who know 
each other’s sets of 
interpretations. World Cup. 
referees should be appointed 
with their own chosen sets of 


technology which, for 
economic reasons, won't be 
available to everyone. 

Besides of course the 
technology does not solve all 
problems, If the linesman 
fails to spot an infringement, 
and fails therefore to alert the 
referee, technology matters 
little. Such as when the 
linesman failed to spot the 


offside before Iran’s first goal —_linesmen. 

against Australia in And then maybe the signal 
Melbourne last November, beep and the new technology 
and failed to alert referee — won't be necessary. 


Sandor Publ, who allowed the 


Qveensland Ipdate . a 


favourite sons last week with the 
Iden death of former Australian 
great Ian Johnston. 

Johnston, 50, died on Friday morning 
after losing a four month battle with 
cancer. 

He is survived by his wife Betty, 
daughter Melissa and son Chris, 

Johnston played most of his career for 
Coalstars before moving to Sydney for a 
short stint with St. George but quickly 
returned to his home state after failing to 
settle. 

At 17 he was the youngest player to 
pull on a Maroon jersey for Queensland, 
‘and went on to play for Australia in two 
campaigns in 1965 and 1967. 

Johnston, a lightning fast and skilful 
forward, also won four consecutive 
Brisbane Grand Finals, beating St 
George in 1974 and Brisbane Lions in 
the following three years. 

He began his career as a 15-year-old 
with Bundamba Rangers in the old 
Queensland First Division. 

He cited the highlights of his career as 
playing Cambodia before a packed 
house of 60,000 in Phnom Penh and 
turning out for Queensland against 
Manchested United in the mid 60s, 
(which included the great George Best). 

He also went on to play for Brisbane 
City in the inaugural national league 
year in 1977 before retiring two years 
Tater. 

A dedicated ‘club man’ Johnston had 
few peers in the game during his playing 
days and was the epitome of a true 
professional and a fine example to 
everyone in the game. 

He was once dropped from the 
Queensland side for skipping training 
preferring instead to train with his local 


club. 


Qin soccer lost one of its 
su 


By Glenn Davis 


XXXX LEAGUE WRAP-UP 


Ae minute header from midfielder Roy Huth saved Brisbane Lions 
from embarrassment against XXXX league newcomers Mt Gravatt in 
their season opener at Richlands on Sunday. 

Brisbane Lions, touted as the hot-favourites to win the league, had little to 
celebrate on a gala day to commemorate the opening of their luxury new 
clubhouse facilities, 

With the XXX league expanded to ten teams this season, the match offered 
few highlights but proved Mt Gravatt would be no easy-beats, barring injuries, 
which could tell on the club's depth later in the season. 

Mt Gravatt coach Steve Faulkner believed his young side proved the critics 
wrong although they missed out on sharing the points against Brisbane Lions. 

One local columnist quoted Mt Gravatt at “million-to-one” odds of winning 
the championship in their first season back in the premier league, a point which 
has riled those in the green and gold, 

“We showed the critics are wrong with what they're saying about our chances 
this year,” a defiant Faulkner said. 

“We'll be competitive and I thought a draw was a fair result today, 

“We were on top of them early in the first-half until we conceded a soft goal 
and we had our chances in the second half.” 

Lions, who played well below their best, broke the deadlock when Huth beat 
Mt Gravatt keeper Mark Bland with a header at the far post off a pinpoint cross 
from midfielder Craig Rogers. 

Until then, Lions had not had a strike on goal and only for some good keeping 
from Rob Farrow they could easily have been down, 

Farrow tipped two shots over the cross bar within three minutes before they 
eventually took the lead, one from a brilliant tum on the edge of the box by nippy 
striker Willy Carter. Lions defender Mark Geritz denied Mt Grayatt an equaliser 
two minutes after the break when he blocked a shot from midfielder Stu Collins 
with the goal wide open. 

Both sides had shots cleared off the line midway through the second-half while 
Mt Gravatt’s Robin Gosney also hit the crossbar with a 20 metre strike, 

Lions’ coach Miron Bleiberg believed the heat contributed ot the poor 
performance from both sides but was at least happy to see his side start the 
season with a win. 

“Mt Gravatt played well enough and we didn’t play great,” he said. 

“But at least we've started the season with three points and we're headed in 
the right direction.” 

In other results, newcomer Gold Coast kicked off the season on a high 
downing Beenleigh 3-1 in a home thriller, while Ipswich Knights won by a 
similar margin against Wynnum. 

Brisbane City’s Chris Slater gave his side a 1-Owin over young-guns Taringa 
Rovers while Rochedale Rovers started with a bang, downing Bundaberg 
Waves 3-0. 


& ABSW 


By John Economos 


ary Maroechi faces 

more headaches with 

his Perth Glory for 
Sunday’s clash with the 
Gippsland Falcons. 

As well as having a long 
list of injuries that have hit his 
squad, Gary will have to be 
without two of his star 
players, both out serving 
automatic suspensions, 

His giant and tenacious 
central marker Gavin 
Wilkinson was most harshly 
sent-off in Sydney last Sunday 
against Sydney Olympic, 
whilst his international right 
wingback Ernie Tapai was 
again yellow carded and must 
serve a suspension. 


goa 


lhe New South 
Federation this 
Friday (March 6) will 


stage its launch of the 1998 
Super League season. 

Tt will be held at the 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Soccer Club with pre-dinner 
drinks being served at 
7.30pm. 

‘The night, according to the 
NSW president Mr Peter 
Gray, will see 400 invited 
guests who will be wined, 
dined and entertained. 


00 


‘orthern Spirit 
officials last weekend 
emphatically and 


categorically denied that 
their recently admitted Club 
to the Ericsson National 
League has no links 
whatsoever with national 
coach Terry Venables. 

Rumours over the past 
three weeks have erroneously 
and persistently been drifting 
across the Soccer corridors of 
Australia that Venables is the 
‘phantom but real’ owner 
behind the Spirit. 

“Not so, Not at all. In fact 
the only connection we've had 
with Venables was at the very 
beginning of our project when 
we approached him for some 
free advice. That's all,” 
stressed an annoyed Spirit 
official to ‘Good Oil’, 

‘The Spirit official went on 
to confirm to ‘Good Oil’ that 
he and one other, (a former 
Chairman of Soccer at Club 
Marconi) had a controlling 
51% interest. 

Rene Licata, a former 
Australian World Youth 
Championship striker, until 
recently also a Director of 
Marconi, has a 7% interest 
with the balance of 42% 
belonging to a very wealthy 
Malaysian syndicate heavily 
involved in the construction 
industry in Australia. 


goa 


till on the Northern 

Spirit, the League’s 

fledgling Club, it’s 
believed that it has up till 
now signed no less than 12 
players, including many 
internationals. 

As already having been 
announced, the Spirit in its 
first season will be coached by 
former international striker 
Graham Arnold, who 


presently is serving out his 
current and last contract with 
Eddie Thomson’s Hiroshima 
club in the J-League in Japan. 


oo0a 


Si of Eddie 
Thomson, it’s believed 
that during the 
Japanese off-season, he was 
able to sign up no less than 
six new players, 

Thomson, who took over 
Hiroshima last year, was 
severely handicapped with 
poor finances and shrinking 
sponsorship 

Hiroshima’s major sponsor 
is none other than worldwide 
car manufacturer, Mazda. 

Mazda, for the last three 
years, has experienced very 
lean times due to hostile 
competition from ‘cheapies” 
exported worldwide by 
Korean manufacturers such as 
Hyundai. 


ooo 


‘ick Theodorako- 

poulos, Wollongong 

City’s young 
ambitious coach last 
Saturday night exploded 
into a furious rage after the 
Wolves’ match against 
Marconi. 


The normally placid coach 
had spotted an ‘unofficial 
official’ from the Northern 
Spirit approaching his star 
playmaker Anthony Surjan at 
the Marconi Stadium, 

Fully convinced that Surjan 

was being approached with 
the intent of poaching, 
‘Theodorakopoulos burst out in 
full fury, tongue-lashing the 
‘scout’ as well as the Spirit’s 
head officials, who were both 
at the match. 
It’s believed that the 
approach to Surjan was totally 
out of order as that player is 
still under contract to 
Wollongong City. 


000 


Sydney Soccer 
journalist recently 
had =the = great 


misfortune to have the back 
of his Ford car smashed into 
whilst it was ‘harmlessly’ 
parked right outside a 
Soccer club in the wee hours 
of the morning. 

The offending driver, also 
in a Ford, firmly believed that 
the Soccer journalist's car was 
in fact being driven along and 
not just parked, He completely 
failed to notice that the car in 
front of him had no driver 
behind the wheel, 

Last week, the same 
journalist, driving the same 
and still unrepaired car, was 
heading for the plush Club 
Marconi when he noticed in 
his rear vision mirror rapidly 
‘coming up behind him was a 
bright burgundy sports car. 

The by now ‘crash-phobic’ 
journalist was slowing down 
at a roundabout when again he 
glanced at his rear vision 
mirror, 

To his horror he saw the 
burgundy coloured sports car 
rapidly approaching behind 
him with a well-known Soccer 
player touching up his 
dreadlocks in his own mirror. 

But at the last second, the 
dreadlocked-haired player 


Eddie Thomson: Signed six new players. 
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braked hard and a second 
collision was thus avoided. 
Well done “99” 
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avid Hill, Soccer 
Australia’s chief and 
Chairman of the 


NSW Water Board last 
weekend won his Labor 
Party preselection to 
challenge at the next Federal 
elections the seat of Hughes, 

It's believed Hill won 70% 
of the votes. 

‘The Soccer man will need a 
swing of at least 5% to take 
the seat of Hughes from the 
incumbent Liberal Member, 
Danna Vale. 


ejeje) 


‘ohn Aloisi, Ports- 
mouth’s extra fine 
Australian —_inter- 
national striker, did it again 
for his EnglishDivision One 
club last weekend. 
‘The former West Adelaide 


Nick Theodorakopoulos: Wollongong City’s angered 
coach. 
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Soccer Club 
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David Hill: Now offically 
a politician. 


For details call 
Dez Marton on 


02 9556 3386 or 
041 9012002 


22-year-old striker scored the 
sole goal and ultimate winner 
eight minutes before half-time 
to give Alan Ball's team a 
vital win over Tranmere 


John Aloisi: 
Portsmouth's extra fine 
Australia striker. 


GOALSCORER 


* techniques 
* skills 
how to score 
Learn with 
Dez Marton 
ace goal 
getter 
© Boys & Girls 
8-16 
* Goalkeepers 
invited for practice 


At Ador Park, 
Rockdale 
~ from 
2 March for 
12 weeks 


24 x 1 hour 
session: 
Limited availability, 

terms _ 
& conditions apply. 
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By Dave Cooper 


astern Suburbs overcame a number of 

obstacles to record a great 2-1 victory over 

Parramatta Eagles in the 2nd Semi-Final at 
Henson Park. 

The loss of influential midfielder Vadim 
Mikoutski, just after half-time, and then conceding a 
last minute equaliser, could have broken the Easts 
players’ hearts but it was to be their night, and with 
the halfway mark of extra time approaching, Scott 
Mutton pounced for his second goal to ear his side a 
place in the Pre-Season Cup Final against Bonnyrigg 
at Melita Stadium next Sunday evening. 

In what was a pulsating match, especially in the 
second-half and extra-time, Easts showed great 
tenacity to more tha match their more illustrious 
‘opponents. 

And in the end it was Mutton, an off-season 
recruit from Bathurst, who stole the show with a 
great double strike, Mutton, who still lives in 
Bathurst and travels to Sydney to train and play, was 
praised by coach Joe Watson saying: “It was great to 
see him score because he has been threatening to do 
it and luck just has not gone his way. 

“The way, he took his first goal was all class and 
he was unlucky not to score with a classic diving 
header.” 

Both sides started cautiously with a lot of 
changeovers in possession. The first attack of 
promise did not come until the 29th minute, with 
Peter Pullicino delaying his shot too long allowing 
Tony Mittiga to block. 

Malcolm Meilak had a great oppotunity for the 
Eagles in the 35th minute but volleyed wide. A 
minute later his keeper Jason Holmes made a great 
save to deny Mutton, whose diving header was 
goalbound but for Holmes’ full stretch save to divert 
it for a corner. 


However it was not a long wait for Mutton to 
score his first goal, when Mick Daniels played him 
through and he curled his shot around the desperate 
dive of Holmes and inside the far post. 

A minute after the break though, Mikoutski landed 
heavily on his right arm, forcing him off the field 
with it ina brace. 

Play was much more open in the second-half as 
both sides went from end-to-end , 

Daniels shouldd have put Easts two ahead in the 
60th minute, but headed over the bar with the goal at 
his mercy. 

‘The last 25 minutes however saw Parramatta come 
right back into it. It was with about 15 minutes to go 
that Eagles’ coach Doug Utjesenovie made a tactical 
switch, pushing Paul O'Grady up front as a target 
man. And the switch proved a tactical masterpiece 
when with just minutes to go a long free-kick was 
played into the box and O'Grady climbed high 
enough to beat Les Bihari, flicking his header into an 
empty goal. 

Extra-time saw both sides put everything they had 
Teft into the action with both keepers pulling off great 
saves, Holmes denied Mutton with a finger-tip save 
over the bar and Bihari did likewise to deprive Saso 
Petroyski what looked a certain winner. 

However it was a mistake by Holmes that gifted 
Mutton the winner, failing to catch the high free kick 
into the area, Mutton simply diverting the ball into 
the empty net. 


BONNYRIGG WIN LATE 


B= White Eagles left it late to eventually 
win by a comfortable 3-1 margin in the Ist 
Semi-Final at Henson Park against Macarthur 
Rams. 


Macarthur were leading 1-0 and looking 
comfortable when Bonnyrigg decided it was time to 
push the accelerator down with 20 minutes to go. 

Paul Richardson's equaliser, against the run of 
play, gave the Eagles the spark they needed as they 
overwhelmed a tired looking Rams side that had 
enough chances to win it comfortably. 

‘A frenetic opening saw Bonnyrigg twice denied by 
the post, Richardson with a volley and Stefan Janic’s 
shot deflected off Steven Lord onto the outside of the 
upright. 

Play settled down with the Rams gaining 
confidence the more the match went on. 

David Reid shot wide after a terrific move 
involving Martin Bourke and Trevor Whiddett, while 
up the other end goalkeeper John Crawley made a 
good stop from Bonnyrigg’s Graham Watton’s 25 
metre shot. 

Macarthur made their intentions known straight 
after the break, with Reid mishitting his shot which 
allowed Richardson to clear away, while Whiddett 
‘was denied by Eagles’ keeper Mladen Kos. 

Zdravko Usljebrka should have put Macarthur 
ahead in the 56th minute, but he failed to capitalise 
on an empty goalmouth from 30 metres after Kos had 
given possession away while out of his area. 

But a minute later Whiddett gave the Rams the 
lead with a deft header from Daniel Cummins cross. 

Usljebrka was guilty of another glaring miss 
shooting over the bar from eight metres with an open 
goal in front of him. He and the Rams were made to. 
suffer as Bonnyrigg, through Richardson's equaliser, 
from a goalmouth scramble, saw them storm home. 

Javier Mancino put Bonnyrigg ahead with seven 
minutes of normal time remaining and then three 
minutes into stoppage time, Robert Gomez scored an 
exquisite goal with a curling effort from outside the 
area that gave Crawley no chance. 


ROUND 5 WRAP 
EAGLES FIGHT BACK 


Pre Eagles staged a tremendous 
fightback against Bonnyrigg White Eagles to 
book a place in the Semi-finals of the Pre-Season 
Cup. 

The round five clash at the Serbian Centre was a 
‘must-win’ situation for Parramatta and after going 
down a goal midway through the first half, things 
were looking grim. 

But goals to Saso Boskovski and David Thomas, 
courtesy of a deflection, sealed a terrific 2-1 win and 
a clash with Super League new boys Eastem Suburbs 
in the semis. 

‘The good crowd in attendance were thoroughly 
entertained as last as last season's grand finalists 
went at it right from the opening whistle. 

Bonnyrigg, going into the game with four wins 
from their four matches played, could have rested a 
number of players but coach John Turner was 
determined to exact some revenge for the grand final 
loss and try to gain a psychological edge. 

‘And things were progressing nicely with the home 
side creating a couple of anxious moments for the 
Eagles defence before Robert Gomez opened the 
scoring in the 26th minute. 

Gomez, an off-season signing from Bankstown, 
found himself clear on the left and despite having his 
original shot blocked by Mladen Kos, he made no 
mistake with the second effort from an acute angle. 

‘There was only one way for Parramatta to go now 
and that was attack. With Thomas industrious in the 
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Rasts in a Tariller 


middle of the park, Parramatta were putting plenty of 
pressure on the Bonnyrigg defence which was 
holding firm. 

‘That was until just minutes before half-time when 
after a succession of attacks, a cross from the right 
found Saso Boskovski on the edge of the penalty area 
and he blasted his shot low and hard past a stranded 
Kos. 

Parramatta’s recovery was made even more 
complete just nine minutes into the second-half when 
a free-kick from the right was cleared to Thomas. 
some 25 metres out. His well struck shot looked to be 
covered by Kos but took a wicked deflection off 
Borislay Dragas leaving the Bonnyrigg keeper 
sprawled hopelessly on the ground. 

As the game wore on Bonnyrigg's efforts to earn 
an equaliser became clearer and they had enough 
chances to score. However, some good defence and 
goalkeeping mixed with some poor finishing by the 
Bonnyrigg forwards saw Parramatta hang on. 


RAMS WIN ILL- 
TEMPERED AFFAIR 
M arthur Rams booked their spot in the 

i-finals, with a 2-0 win over a 
disappointing and ill-tempered Leichhardt Tigers 
in the early game at the Serbian Centre, 

Goals either side of the break were enough to see 
the Rams home, but mast of the talk after the match 
centred on the four Leichhardt players that were sent 
off, including player-coach Peter Katholos. 

The first-half saw Leichhardt create the bulk of the 
scoring opportunities. Zoran lic should have scored 
in the 26th minute but shot straight at Rams keeper 
John Crawley as he raced free towards goal. 

Buonavoglia was unfortunate when his powerful 
blast struck the crossbar in the 39th minute and three 
minutes later Macarthur found themselves ahead. 
With Leichhardt pushing forward Dion Valle 
intercepted a poor pass and quickly released Trevor 
Whiddett with not one Leichhardt defender near him. 

Despite the appeals for off-side by the Leichhardt 
players, Whiddett raced towards goal and finished 
expertly past Jose Bello-Amigo, for his sixth goal of 
the cup. 

Deep into stoppage time, Katholos brought the 
best out of Crawley who finger tipped Katholos’s 
free kick over the bar. 

Substitute Zvanko Usljebrka scored the Rams 
second in the 67th minute to put the game out of 
Leichhardt’s reach and it was just after that the 
Leichhardt player’s frustration became evidenmt. 

First to go was Bello-Amigo, ironically after 
saving a penalty by Usljebrka. His reaction to the 
save was to make a sign towards the referee who had 
no option but to send him off for dissent. 

Seven minutes later Tom Bazdaric was on his way 
for a late tackle and then five minutes later Vince 
Savoca for a professional foul on Usljebrka as he 
headed towards goal. 

But it was the Katholos’ send-off that created most 
confusion, as he was replaced and had obviously said 
something to referee Con Diomis that forced him to 
show him a red card instead. 

In other matches, Central Coast scored a 
resounding 3-1 win over lacklustre Blacktown City 
at St. George Stadium. 

But with Parramatta winning the Coasties’ hopes 
of a shock semi-final spot were dashed. Stuart 
Sontag, Paul Roberts and Peter Preston all scored for 
the Coasties while Steve Berry picked up 
Blacktown’s lone goal. 

Bankstown scored their first win of the cup, 
thrashing a severely understrenghth Ryde City 6-0. 
Leading 2-0 at the break, Bankstown completely 
overwhelmed their younger opponents in the second 
half with six players finding the net. 

Eastern Suburbs stayed on top of South group 
with a 1-0 win over Sutherland Sharks on Tuesday 
night. Mick Daniels scored the only goal early in the 
match. 

Canterbury ended their run in the cup with a 3-2 
win over St. George, Jose Mendes netting a double 
for the Berries. 


Rounp Five 
Mip-Weex REsuits 


SOUTH GROUP 


SUTHERLAND SHARKS 0 EASTERN SUBURBS 


1 


Daniels 6 
CANTERBURY M’VILLE3 STGEORGESAINTS 2 
Mendes (2) ‘Theodorakopoulos 


Nikas 

MACARTHUR RAMS 
Whiddett 39 

Usljebrka 67 


Araujo 
2 LEICHHARDT TIGERS 0 


NORTH GROUP 


BONNYRIGG WE 
Gomez 26 


1 PARRAMATTA EAGLES 2 
Boskovski 43 
‘Thomas 54 
BANKSTOWN CITY 6 RYDECITY 0 
Todoroski 18 
Bentvelzen 23 
Zafiroy 58 
Hawrysiuk 72 
Lozevski 80 
Issa 89 
CENTRAL COAST 
Sontag 21p 
Roberts 82 
Preston 88 


3 BLACKTOWN CITY il 
Berry 63 


Surek LEAGUE — PRE SEASON CuP 
Sema FINAL 


3 MACARTHUR RAMS 
Whiddett 57 


BONNYRIGG WE 
Richardson 70. 
Mancino 83 

Gomez 93 

EASTERN SUBURBS 
Mutton x2 


2 PARRAMATTA EAGLES 1 
O'Grady 75 


FEDERATION Division ONE 
Rounp Two 
ILLAWARRA LIONS 


Nikolovski 46 
Mihailov 76 


2 HURSTVILLE CITY 3 
Pontidas 33 
Papoythis 41 
Bakafoukas 81 
PENRITH PANTHERS, AUBURN UNITED 
Astone 6 
BATHURST ‘75 BELMORE HERCULES 
Millcevic 50 
1 MOOREBANK SPORTS 
Vers! 48 
FAIRFIELD BULLS. 1 MANLY WARRINGAH 
Soper 25 
ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 1 
MacDonald 34 
STANMOREHAWKS 4 
Briscoe 9 
Cacciola 43 
Markopoulos 62 
Oldridge 87 


MT PRITCHARD 
HILLS UNITED 


PRE-SEASON CUP - 


FINAL 


Sunday March 8 
Melita Stadium — 6pm 


Bonnyrigg WE 
v 
Eastern Suburbs 
Under 21s — 4pm Under 18s — 2pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
Max. call cost 75e/min — IDS. 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 


PERINICH 
HAS THE 
SPIRIT? 


Wolves’ skilful striker 
Tony Perinich has caught the 
eye of big spending Ericsson 
Cup newcomers Northern 
Spirit. There have been strong 
rumours that Perinich was one 


Tony Perinich 


Getting into the Spirit of 
things? 


of the first names on the Spirit 
shopping list, and the way the 
striker has come back to form, 
little wonder! 

After knee surgery, he has 

been back at his best and is 
currently terrorising defences 
as part of a rampant Wolves 
side. He recently scored 
against Sydney Olympic and 
produced the winner for Kosta 
Salapasidis. 
His contract with the 
Wolves is up this season, and 
the club is understandably 
keen for him to remain on the 
south coast. 

Wolves would be entitled 
to a compensation fee should 
the deal reach fruition. 


GOALS, 
GOALS, 
GOALS 


Tt has been a case of goals 
galore at Brandon Park this 
year. The Wolves have ten 
players who had found the 
back of the net, 

Wollongong are only 
second to South Melbourne in 
the goals department this 
season. Striker Scott ‘The 
Shot’ Chipperfield leads the 
way with 12, while Anthony 
‘Surjan has eight to his name, 
Others to have scored are 
‘Tony Perinich (5), Esala Masi 
(4), Alvin Ceccoli (3), Kosta 
Salapasidis, Matt Horsley and 
Jason Connolly (2) and Noel 
Spencer and Ray Younis have 
scored one goal each. That 
leaves just David Huxley, 
Robbie Stanton and George 


GRAMPUS 


TOO CLASSY 
FOR YOUNG 
KNIGHTS 


By Duyght Tuttnoll 


itar-studded visiting J- 

League side, Nagoya 
Grampus Eight, thrashed an 
under-strength Melbourne 
Knights side 3-0 at Knights 
Stadium on Thursday last 
week, as part of their pre- 
season preparations for the 
coming J-League season. 

The Japanese, led by 
Yugoslay national team 
captain Dragan Stojkovic, was 
too good for a Knights side 
that had at least six regulars 
missing. 

Entrance was free for 
Spectators, but a disappointing 
crowd was on hand, not 
surprisingly considering it had 
been 42 degrees during the 
day and strong thunderstorms 
were raging as the match took 
place. 


‘The visitors are currently in 
pre-season and now head to 
‘Adelaide for a camp after they 
finished a disappointing ninth 
in last season's competition. 

In their inaugural season, 
former England captain Gary 
Lineker played for the club 
and before he took over at 
Arsenal, Arsene Wenger was 
their coach, 

Former French U/21 
international Bernard Allou 


gave them a 23rd minute lead, 
flicking in a neat header from 
a Stojkovic corner. 

In goal for the Knights was 


VIS youngster Martin John, 
playing because Joe Didulica 
was away with the Olyroos 


Souris as the only players not 
to have netted so far, 


NICK T. IN 
OLYROO 
CAMP 


Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos missed 
two sessions with his charges 
last week, but his excuse was 
valid: he was in Albury with 
the national U/23 side, 
assisting Raul Blanco prepare 
them for the up-coming Brazil 
games. 

Wolves assistant coach, 
Ron Corry, was the stand-in 
for the ‘supercoach’. 


HUGHES IS 
BACK 


Brett Hughes has regained 
his place in the Wolves first- 
team following a period out of 
the side, He was dropped after 
the first round loss to South 
Melbourne at Lakeside and 
was replaced by the young 
and talented Adam Brodbeck 
(who is training with the 
Olyroos). However, the 
youngster had a lapse in form 
and this allowed a return for 
Hughes against Sydney 
Olympic. What's more, the 
brilliant custodian pulled off 
some good saves in the 3-2 
victory as Olympic staged a 
late surge for an equaliser. 


and Vilson Knezevic is in 
dispute with the club. 

Grampus Eight’s lead was 

doubled six minutes before 
half-time, a fantastic shot 
from 25 metres from Kogi 
Noguchi giving John no 
chance. 
‘The Knights best chance of 
the half came just before the 
interval — Ice Kutlesovski 
heading just wide from an 
‘Ante Deak comer. 

Mijo Trupkovic came close 
to pulling a goal back for the 
Knights in the 61st minute, 
shooting just wide after 
seizing on a mistake from 
Nagoya goalkeeper Yujilto. 

John produced two 
excellent saves in a minute 
shortly after, denying both 
Allou and Noguchi with 
terrific stops. 

Substitute Kenji Fukuda 
wrapped up the win with a 
goal shortly after coming on. 

Yusuke Nakatani’s 
pinpoint cross into the 
goalmouth found the head of 


WOLVES 
SUPPORT 
GROWING 


It hasn't happened for a 
while but the Wolves have 
plenty of support for their 
games in Sydney this season. 

When the team played 
Marconi on Saturday night 
they had plenty of support and 
their fans certainly made a lot 
of noise. 


There were two bus loads 
of Wollongong supporters and 
dozens of cars also making 
the trip. The resurgence of 
interest is due of course to the 
exciting and cavalier style of 
play they now exhibit, 
winning games and one Tony 
Reynolds. 

A former Illawarra ref, he 
is the driving force behind the 
supporters’ club and also fills 
the role of cheerleader at 
home games. See, not all refs 
are bad! 


Fukuda who expertly headed 


past young John in the 
Knighis goal, 
KNIGHTS: 


John, 
Kovacevic (Gosevski 46), 
Jolic (Markovski 46), Marth, 


Davidson, — Kutlesovski, 
Collina (Trupkovie 40), John 
Didulica, Deak, Rajher, Saric. 

GRAMPUS 8: Vilto 
(Kawano 69), Nakatani, Oiwa, 
Tijima, Carlos Torres, 


Okayama (Takizawa 46), 
Silto, Asano Allou, Stojkovic 
(Fukuda 59), Noguchi. 


ydney’s millionaire 

businessman Rene 

Rivkin was revealed 
Jast week as one of the two 
‘mystery’ parties interested 
in investing in the Newcastle 
Topper Breakers. 

A spokesperson for Rivkin, 
Dominic Galati, agreed that 
the entrepreneur was 
considering a proposal which 
involved the Newcastle club, 

Rivkin was looking for a 
club to own after his recent 
bid to secure Sydney club 
UTS Olympic just fell short. 

Galati said that Rivkin had 
shown public interest in his 
desire to own a soccer club 
after recently selling one of 
his businesses, Canterbury 
Leagues Club, for an 
estimated $24 million. 

Outgoing Breakers General 
Manger, Pat Clarke, was tight 
lipped about Rivkin’s 
involvement and he would not 
confirm or deny any takeover 
bids. 

The Breakers Board of 
Directors will consider any 
proposals from both parties at 
@ meeting next week on 
March 9. 

Breakers Chairman, Bill 
Collins, officially took over 
negotiations from last Friday 
as Clarke had ended his four- 
year contract as General 
Manager. 


tok 


Northern NSW Soccer 
Development Officer, David 
Crowe, will be visiting 
Tamworth this week, March 3 
fo 6, to present the 
Federation's new 
administration development 
program to 12 local soccer 
clubs. 

Crowe will be presenting 
information in a three hour 
session that will address 
responsibility of club officers, 
insurance and risk 
management, sponsorship 
proposals, media relations and 
working with volunteers. 

All sporting bodies have 
programs in place to assist 
players, coaches, referees and 
sports trainers but this is the 
first program, conducted by a 
state body, to assist 
administrators at the club 
level. 

“A large portion of my 
experience in sports has been 
gained during my time living 
in the country. I have an 
appreciation of how 
administrators in the country 
can often feel isolated and out 
of touch,” he observed. 

“Basically the Federation is 
offering to support all club 
officials, mostly volunteers, to 
become more efficient in their 
roles and feel more 
comfortable. This should lead 
to a higher retention among 
quality club officials for the 
future,” Crowe concluded. 

wok 


COACHING 
SUNSHINE COAST 


Applications are invited from persons 
interested in a career position with the 
Queensland Soccer Federation. 


Candidates must hold a Soccer 
Australia Level 3 qualification and 
ACC accreditation or equivalent. 


Job description details can be obtained 
by contacting the Queensland Soccer 
Federation on 07 3252 5327, Fax 07 
3252 1137. 


Written applications marked 
“Confidential” are required on or 
before March 13th, 1998, addressed to: 


The General Manager 
Queensland Soccer Federation 
Perry Park, Abbotsford Road, 

Mayne. Qld. 4006. 


BALMAIN F.C. 


NSW STATE LEAGUE 


GOOD PLAYERS WANTED 


IF YOU HAVE PLAYED 

A GOOD STANDARD 
CONTACT 

TONY DUNN (HEAD COACH) 
(02) 9204 2742 
ROY LAWRENCE (COACH) 
(02) 9810 0158 (A.H.) OR 0418 409 206 (BUS.) 
HOME GROUND 


BIRCHGROVE OVAL 
GROVE ST, BIRCHGROVE 


BALMAIN 
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State Your 
Goals 


Dear Sir, 

Although Soccer 
Australia has undoubtably 
succeeded in promoting the 
Socceroos to a mass audi- 
ence, they now need to pub- 
licly state their goals for the 
future as there seems to be a 
real lack of 
direction 
from SA in 
terms of 
future plan- 
ning. 

They can 
afford to put 
the Socceroos 
at the back of 
their minds for now, with 
our next World Cup cam~- 
paign still three-and-a-half 
years away, so they must 
redirect their priorities, par- 
ticularly in terms of corpo- 
rate sponsorship for the 
Ericsson Cup. 

As a result of the sport's 
increasing publicity, 1 
would have thought that 
now would be the right time 
to make some big 
announcements, to make the 
average punter on the street 
believe the sport is heading 
in the right direction, 

I believe David Hill is the 
right person for the head 
sition, although he mysti- 
fies even his biggest sup- 
porters at times (me includ- 
ed, Ed.), but surely there is a 
need to reassess the struc- 
ture of the Board, although T 
have limited knowledge of 
the current Board's frame- 
work. 

We need someone with 
excellent business sense, 
particularly for the task of 
increasing revenue in the 
form of sponsorship. This is 
one area Where the current 
Board has failed. 
Believe me, the NSL 
needs millions of dol- 
lars per year to be 
suc ul. Soccer 
Australia expect the 
clubs to be strong finan- 
cially, but they're not 
setting a good example 
themselves. 

The Board also 
needs more people 
from the advertising or pro- 
motions and business, to 
implement a nationwide 
advertising campaign for the 
Ericsson Cup. 

SA have certainly suc- 
ceeded in the task of 
increasing the profile of the 
game, but the next, and 
most important, challenge is. 
to increase the professional- 
ism at the top, 

SA should take a leaf out 


of Japan's book. They have 
created a credible domestic 
Teague and qualified for the 
World Cup, not because 
their players are particularly 
talented, more because their 


recent four 
nation series, 
Japan’s team 
were not only 
preparing for 
the 1998 
World Cup, 
most of their 
players are eligible to play 
in the 2000 Olympic 
Games. Compare that to 
‘Australia, with players such 
as Tapai, Tobin, Hooker etc. 
who are all extremely 
unlikely to play in 2002. 

I'm not saying this to 
have a go at SA, I'm merely 
being constructive. 

Nick Tana was right 
when he stated there must 
be something horribly 
wrong with local soccer if it 
se on the 
world game’s immense pop- 
ularity, even in Australia. 

I believe the Ericsson 
Cup only attracts a small 
percentage of soccer fans in 
this country. 

All clubs must increase 
their capital base, as well as 
improving marketing and 
promotions (Perth exclud- 
ed!), with SA providing the 
framework for the clubs to 
work under, ell as own- 
ing all the assets and liabili- 
ties of the league, including 
the clubs, 

Only then will the league 
reach anywhere near its full 
potential. 


G. Owen, 
Geelong, Vic. 


Editor's note: 
‘There is one glaring 
fault in this argument 
and this is simply your 
statement concerning 
Japan making the World 
Cup and their players 
“not being particularly 
talented’. All the pro- 
motion companies and busi- 
ness acumen in the world 
won't stop Brazil scoring 
goals, the same can be said 
for Japan. They are at the 
World Cup because they are 
talented enough. 
Eleven-y-eleven is what 
makes the World Cup, not 
corporate sponsorship. 
Apart from that, no argu- 
ment. 


Letters 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


to 


Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
BririsH Soccer 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Golden Oldies 


World Cup 


Dear Sir, 


Upon reading of the retire- 
ment of Milan Ivanovic from 
international football, it set me 
thinking about why FIFA 
couldn't organise a 
“Masters World Cup” 
for senior players of 
36-years (45. for 
keepers), and over? 

As many players 
are still in their prime 
(mid to late thirties) 
and have an abun- 


rience and skill, it 
seems a shame to lose 
them so early to 
retirement, just 
because they may have 

lost a yard of pace or their sta- 
mina may not let them last the 
full 90 minutes. 

FIFA has all sorts of age 
limit World Cup tournaments, 
as well as the Women’s World 
Cup these days, why not add 
just one more, a ‘Masters 
World Cup"? 

The tournament could fea- 
ture the true maestros of the 
game and, with no disrespect, 
logic states that a men’s mas- 
{ers team will beat a wome 


team any day of the week, yet 
the Women’s World Cup will 
draw huge crowds in America 
next year, so it's not a gamble 
as far as I'm concerned. 


Again, with no disrespect 

to the ladies on the local 
scene, who would you rather 
go and watch, the Women’s, 
U/17, U/20, youth team e! 
a team made up of players like 
Arnold, Ivanovic, Farina, 
Mitchell, Krncevic, Wade, 
Crino, Yankos, Slater and 
even Craig Johnston? 
(Provided they they are capa- 
ble of staying fit). 

1 know who I would like to 

atch between the two, so 


how about a 2000 or 2001 


Masters World Cup to watch 
the all-time greats one last 


time. 


D. Scullino 
Nerang, Qld. 


standard of play. 


Editor's note: 


I really thought 

you were onto some- 

thing this time until you 
started to blast the women’s 


game. 


If you have never altended 
a women’s game, let me 
explain what you have 
missed: the skill levels are 
quite extraordinary, the com- 
mitment is second to none and 
the tackling is often ferocious. 
‘The idea of a ‘Masters World 
Cup’ is to be commended, but 
not at the expense of a cheap 
shot at the women and/or 


youth teams 


Fanzines and 
Webzines 


Dear Sir, 

I read with interest the let- 
ter section in last week's 
ABSW about fanzines. 

How about a plug for some 
of the excellent Webzines that 
are going around? For 


HOW.......? 
With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 

© 0419 622 685 


9601 1761 A.H. 


NED 
Re 


instance, ‘Studs Up’ (now on 
the Web as well), but you 
knew that! 

‘What's the Story’, ‘The 


Football Cavalier’, 
“Dunkerley Soccer pages’, 
plus Steve Bradbury's 


Breakers site and watch out 
for Northern Spirit’s site too. 
Keep up the good work, but 
how about more information 
on clubs/players and less of 
the uninteresting stuff that 
occupies the last half of your 
paper? 
Geoff Coy, 
email letter 


Editor's note: 

If the editors/producers of 
said Webzines don’t send 
them in, how on earth can we 
review them? Lastly, ‘the 
uninteresting stuff in the last 
half of your paper’. 
Uninteresting to who? Are 
you so insular that the World 
Game cannot appear in the 
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same paper as Australian soc- 


cer? 


Tye said before, guarantee 
me 50,000 ‘dinky-di’ Aussies 
buying a purely Australian 
soccer paper each week and 
T'll produce it. Until then, the 


‘uninteresting’ part stays, 


PS: You would 
obviously need a 
bench of between six 
to eight, or a four- 
man unlimited inter- 
change system to 
keep the quality and 


Dear Sir, 

T'm writing in regard to the 
recent Australian squad that 
was picked by Terry Venables 
(apparently), I don’t think he 
had a clue who half of those 
players were and that Blanco 
and Scheinflug did his job by 


choosing the side, 
T also couldn’t believe that 
a player of Goran 


Lozanoyski’s calibre didn’t 
get more of a chance in the 
ast game, to show that he is a 
better player than Robbie 
Hooker, De Amicis and 
Emerton etc. He is a different 
class compared fo them. 

‘Ask any coach in the 
Ericsson Cup how these play- 
ers, and teams, have coped 
with Lozanovski playing 
against them. He has the best 
right foot in the business and 
it’s about time the Australian 
coaching staff got rid of 
Tapai, Hooker and Trimboli, 

Markovski still needs to 
become more hungry to score 
and Kalac needs to come back 
to earth and stop thinking that 
he is the best, 

Two players that should 
have been picked are: Tom 
Pondeljak and goalkeeper Jim 
Kourtis. Pondeljak has been a 
star while Kourtis, week-i 
week-out, keeps Gippsland in 
the game. 


by Mark Stout 


At sub-committee for 
.juniors was formed by 
Sydney Olympic last week, 
‘Those elected were: Chairm: 
Frank Gregorache, Treasure 
Tony Durante, Secretary: Ms 
Marilen Barton, Members: 
Steve Deles, Bob Wells and 
Daryl Wright. 

‘Their first duty was to replace 
Blick Oval as their home ground 
with Potts Park, in the 
Bankstown/Yagoona District, 
Where all future home games will 
be played. 

"The committee is also attempt 
ing to find new training facilities, 
but until such time as they do, 
Centenary Park and Gough 
Whitlam Park are to be used. 


although you are in a minority 


as the letters we receive LE Gee te: 


Aussie Squad 
Moans 


It’s time Venables took his 
half-a-million and left and for 
Soccer Australia to employ 
someone such as Matic, 


Culina or even Andon 
Doncevski, who is currently 
coaching Preston in the 
Victorian Premier League. 

Doncevski has coached 
Macedonia at international 
fevel and has coached all over 
the world, At the moment he 
is producing outstanding 
youngsters at Preston, such as 
Sash Markoyski, keeper Lou 
Aceski and many more, 

Wake up Australia and do 
something that Australian 
soccer will benefit from, 

M. Ristevski, 
Epping, Vie. 


Editor's note; 

Don’t beat about the bush, 
say what you mean! I find it 
incredible to think that you 
would believe Terry Venables 
had no idea about the squad, 
As for the character assassina- 
tion of the players mentioned, 
football is a matter of opinion, 
‘as we often say. What is writ- 
ten is your opinion and most 
certainly would not be shared 
with every other supporter in 
Australia. Much as your com- 
‘ments are welcomed, they do 
appear naive in the extreme, 


Junior Overhaul 
for Olympic 


new owners of Sydney Olympic 
have indicated they must empha- 
sis and promote their juniors and 
that it remains their duty, as a 
committee, to work hard to 
achieve the same levels as their 
European counterparts and, more 
importantly, to produce players 
capable of entering the first-team. 

Matthew Lipouris and Jim 
‘Tougias (two of Olympic’s new 
owners) have said that they will 
help their juniors and full support 
will be given. The first move was 
to bring Frank Arok to the club 
and, later, coaches and other pro- 
fessional staff will follow. 

They continued by adding that 
they are not worried about finan- 
cial outlay and are willing to 
spend to “create a professional 
future for our young soccer play- 
ers and for Sydney Olympic 
Soccer Club.” 


would indicate. And NO, we 
do not publish too many let- 
ters concerning the latter 
pages of the paper as we tend 
to concentrate more on the 
local scene. Thanks for your 
observations. 


By Roy Hay 
SOUTHERN 
DIVISION 


Michael Edgeley had a broad smile when he reported that 
Heidelberg United had downed old rivals South Melbourne by 
three goals to one on Saturday. Tony Ouliaris scored twice for 
the Bergers, the first from a penalty kick in 31 minutes, the sec- 
‘ond seven minutes later. Sam Klidorias pulled a goal back for 
the Blues in 85 and in a rip-roaring finish Nick Chronis made the 
points safe with a third goal in the last minute. 

In the top-of-the-table clash at Knights Stadium, Melbourne 
Knights came back from 0-1 and 1-2 to beat Carlton by three 
goals to two. Cameron Pino's inswinging comer-kick was head- 
ed past Andrew Belaich by Ivica Klarica after 16 minutes, but 
Mario Jurjevic equalised with a header at the far post after lead- 
up up work by Mijo Trupkovic, Feslim Zekiri and Michael 
Borevski, who put over the accurate cross from the by-line. 
Another Pino free-kick left Jovanco Novacevski with a free 
header to restore Carlton’s lead in 32 minutes, then came the 
goal of the season so far. Mijo Trupkovic won the ball in mid- 
field, beat his man, played a one-two with Zekiri, then walked 
round keeper Adrian Cagalj and cooly placed the ball into the 
empty net, In injury time in the first-half Trupkovie scored what 
turned out to be the Winner with a late run on to a cross from the 
eft and a shot just inside the post. 

The VIS beat South Melbourne Rockets by three goals to nil 
at Anderson Reserve. Joey Di lorio scored twice for the VIS in 
six and 74 minutes and the other was an own goal in 82, The 
Rockets fought well with Julian Zach, Brett Gilmour and Fadil 
Klanecvic the pick of the team, 

Bentleigh Greens overcame Altona Magic by the same score, 
with two goals by John Natsioulas and one by Con Papeltas. 

Gippsland Falcons travelled to Albury Wodonga and came 
home with a three-two win in a close fought game, Billy 
Mitroulas scored twice for the boys from the Valley and Luke 
Cheney was also on target. Cade Webb scored for Albury on his 
first game back after a long spell out with injury and Nathan 
Arden got the other goal. Without several regulars Albury 
Wodonga played very well throughout and might have had a 
share of the points with any luck. 


NORTHERN 
DIVISION 


A single goal by Michael Santalab for Sydney United after 16 
minutes was the difference between Newcastle Breakers and 
United at Topper Stadium on Friday. Sydney United moved up 
temporarily to third in the table with the narrow win. Both sides 
had a player sent-off in the second-half and the match was a 
close and high standard game, 

Russell Miner and Morgan Cawley scored the goals, one in 
each half, and there were top performances from Andrew Packer 
and Shane Stefanutto for the QAS. The Queenslanders kept the 
pace up to the end matching the AIS lads in every way winning 
2.0. 


Wollongong City downed Marconi Fairfield by two goals to 
‘one at Marconi Sadium. Paul Reid after 48 minutes and Chad 
Bishop with a penalty in 65 scored for the visitors and Fernando 
Pellegrino replied for Marconi on 68 minutes. The win enabled 
Wollongong to climb back over Sydney into third spot. 

Sydney United Colts and Marconi Fairfield Colts shared the 
points in a two-all draw at Sydney United Sports Stadium on 
Sunday. Brett Murray put Uited in front in 24 minutes, but Mark 
Hagger’s 18th goal of the season four minutes later locked the 
scores once again. Tony Rubelj scored for United in 66 minutes, 
but again Marconi fought back and Ryan Manente equalised in 
73 minutes. It was even all the way and though a player from 
each side was sent off late in the game it was spirited and well 
fought match. 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter and distrib- 
ute it to your players, supporters and officials. It is designed to 
publicise the efforts of the players who take part in this competi- 
tion. Any information about games, players or forthcoming 
events, please let me know on 03-52-815468 or 0419-572961. 
An answering machine runs on 03-52-815468 when I am not 
available. Please leave a message and contact number. 
Alternatively fax information to 03-52-815469 or e-mail me at 
haysoc@deakin.edu.au>, 


Leading 
Goal Scorers 


Southern 
Division 
Adis Kablar Melboume Knights 13 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 12 
Zoran Petrevski vis 12 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 10 
Festim Zekiri Melboume Knights ne 
Northern 
Division 
Mile Sterjovski Als/Sydney Utd 25 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 18 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 10 
Chris Tanchevski Newcastle Breakers/AIS 10 
‘Azur Mujanovic Sydney United 10 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic 40 
Nick Carle UTS Olympic 10 


Round Z1 
Southern Division 


Friday 6 March 1998 
Bentleigh Greens v South Melbourne Rockets 
(6.30pm, Kingston Heath) 


Saturday 7 March 1998 
Altona Magic v Gippsland Falcons 
(5.30pm, Paisley Park) 


Sunday 8 March 1998 
Melbourne Knights v Albury Wodonga 
(3.30pm, Knights Stadium) 


Monday 9 March 1998 
Carlton v Bulleen Inter 
(5.30pm, Optus Oval) 

Bye v South Melbourne 
Bye v Heidelberg United 
VIS v Bye 


Northern Division 


Friday 6 March 1998 
Sydney United Colts v ACTAS 
(5pm, Parramatta Stadium) 


Saturday 7 March 1998 
AIS v UTS Olympic 
(7pm AIS Soccer Fields) 
QAS v Newcastle Breakers 
(4.30pm, Suncorp Stadium) 


Sunday 8 March 1998 
Wollongong City v UTS Olympic Colts 
(4pm, Brandon Park) 

Marconi Fairfield Colts v Marconi Fairfield 
(5pm, Marconi Stadium) 

Sydney United v Bye 
Bye v NSWiS 


Southern Division 


Saturday 28 February 
Albury Wodonga 0 Sth Mel Rockets 0 
Heidelberg United 3 South Melbourne 1 
Tony Ouliaris 2, Sam Klidonas 
Nick Chronis 


Sunday 1 March 
Bentleigh Greens 3 Altona Magic 0 
John Natsioulas 2, 


Con Papettas 

Sth Melb Rockets 0 VIS 3 
Joey Di lorio 2, 0.9. 

Albury Wodonga 2 Gippsland Falcons 3 

Cade Webb, Billy Mitroulas 2, 

Nathan Arden Luke Cheney 

Melb Knights 3 Carlton 2 

Mijo Trupkovic 2, Ivica Klarica, 

Mario Jurjevic Jovanco Novacevski 


Northern Division 


Friday 27 February 
N'castle Breakers 0 Sydney United 1 
Michael Suntalab 


Saturday 28 February 
Marconi Fairfield 1 Wollongong City 2 
Fernando Pellegrino Paul Reid, 
Chad Bishop 
QAS 2 AIS 


Russell Miner, 
Morgan Cawley 


Sunday 1 March 
Sydney Utd Colts 2 Marconi Fairfield C2 
Brett Murray, Tony Rubelj Ryan Manente, 
Mark Hagger 


Monday 2 March 
ACTAS 0 NSWIS 0 


UTS Olympic and 
UTS Olympic Colts byes 


Southern Division 


woDeeL F A Pts 
Melb Knights 16 14 0 2 69 17 42 
Carlton 15 13 0) 2 33) 9: 39 
Gippsland Falcons 16 11 2 3 35 16 35 
VIS 16-8 3 4°36 17 27 
Bulleen Inter 15 8 2 5 26 20 26 
Bentleigh Greens 16 6 2 8 20 30 20 
Heidelberg United 165 2 9 19°40 47 
Albury Wodonga 16 5 1 10 23 24 16 
South Melbourne 16 3 3 10 30 29 12 
Altona Magic 15 3 2 10 18 53 11 
Sth Melb Rockets 16 1°41 «14:13 67 4 


Northern Division 


PW Dies Fo-A «Pts 
AIS 17 12 2 3 63 15 38 
UTS Olympic 169 4 3 52 24 31 
Wollongong City 18 9 4 5 36 34 31 
Sydney United 17:8 6 3 49 29 30 
QAS 17:8 4 5 38 22 28 
Marconi Fairfield 17:8 2 7 33 33 26 
Marconi FairfieldColts 17 6 3 8 27 40 21 
Newcastle Breakers 16 5 5 6 35 32 20 
ACTAS 165 4 7 2144 19 
Sydney Utd Colts 16 3 3 10 18 47 12 
UTS Olympic Colts 17 3 3 11 26 60 12 
NSWIS 16 2 4 10 19 37 10 
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SYDNEY OLYMPIC .. 


3 PERTH GLORY........c:cscccsssessessees 


By John Economos 


YDNEY OLYMPIC’s 

highly talented teenage 
brothers — Leo and Nick 
Carle — both scored glo 
‘ous goals last Sunday night 
at the Belmore Sports 
Ground to send Gary 
Marocchi’s Perth Glory 
crashing toa 3-1 defeat. 

Four goals plus two red 
cards highlighted the match. 

Perth lost central marker 
Gavin Wilkinson through a 
very harsh red card five min- 
utes after the break, for an 
alleged foul on Olympic’s 
striker Norman Tome on the 
‘edge of the box. 

Referee Con Diomis for the 
second time flashed the red in 
the 78th minute, marching. 


Olympic’s Walter Ardone for 
bringing down a raiding 
Bobby Despotovski right on 
the edge of the box. 

Sixteen-year-old striker 
Nick Carle doubled Olympic’s 
scoreline in the 65th minute 
by crashing a rebound deep 
into the target following Eric 
Hristodoulou’s first effort 
from an Elias Augerinos cross 
from the left, which Glory’s 
goalkeeper Anthony Franken 
had first blocked. 

Older brother and left mid- 
fielder Leo (18), who came on 
in the 81st minute to substitute 
brother Nick,  trebled 
Olympic’s scoreline right on 
the bell with a magnificent 
piece of South American 
Soccer to top the icing on the 
‘Carle family cake’. 

Bursting up the left flank, 


and with an ever-so-elegant 
fluent move, Leo dragged the 
ball inside with his left foot to 
first beat defender Vinko 
Buljubasic, then strike a right- 
footed rising drive that 
screamed into the target. 

Midfielder Walter Ardone 
opened the score for Olympic 
in the 13th minute when he 
first beat Ernie Tapai, then 
played a one-two with striker 
Norman Tome before ham- 
mering into the far corner. 

Perth after this early set 
back recoiled at Olympic. 
Playmaker Troy Halpin’s 17 
metre free-kick everso sweetly 
struck in the 21st minute, 
crashed onto the top left angle 
of the target. 

Right flanker Brett Emerton 
in the 26th should have dou- 
bled Olympic’s lead but from 


DAY TORMENTS LEADERS 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 2 SOUTH MELBOURNE 


point-blank range skied well 
over the top. 

With some luck Perth could 
haye led at the break instead 
of trailing 1-0, but poor finish- 
ing from strike-twins Bobby 
Despotovski and Vas 
Kalogeracos denied the West 
Australians such hopeful 
glory. 

In the 68th minute howev- 
er, Despotovski pulled back a 
goal for Perth with a splendid- 
ly taken free-kick 22 metres 
out. 

Five minutes later Olympic 
was awarded a penalty when 
Nigerian midfielder Samson 
Siasia fouled Emerton in the 
box, but Tome’s effort from 
the spot ballooned to the left 
and well over the frame, Tome 
ended his match scoreless but 
could have had a hat-trick as 


By Val Migliaccio 


committed Adelaide 

Sharks earned a well 
deserved 2-0 victory over 
leaders South Melbourne at 
Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Sunday. 

The Sharks provided a 
workman like performance 
and have definitely raised the 
hope of playing in the Top Six 
Finals, It was a match in 
which the Sharks needed to 
win in order to keep the dream 
alive and now with six match- 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


6 to play they are only four 
points away from sixth placed 
Marconi. 

South Melbourne played 
below par as the Sharks effec- 
tively kept Goran Lozanovski 
and Paul Trimboli to a limited 
amount of opportunities. To 
make matters worse South 
were down to ten men when 
Steve Iosifidis was sent-off in 
the 63rd minute by referee 
Mark Shields. 

‘The Sharks started brightly 
with Nathan Day and new 
signing Alex Duric effective 
with clever running off the 
ball. 

South too had their fair 
share of the ball in the open- 
ing minutes with interchang- 
ing passes between Steve 
Panopoulos and Bill 
Damianos, with Fausto 
DeAmicis adding bite when 
overlapping. 

‘The match was 11 minutes 


‘old when the Sharks were pre- 
sented their first chance with 
Day pouncing on a long ball 
and trying to lob the advane- 
ing South keeper Michael 
Petkovic. The ball sailed high 
over the crossbar. 

Two minutes later Day 
combined with Corey Artone 
to set up Alex Castro who 
fired in a 25 metre pile driver 
just wide of the mark. 

Duric created a chance on 
the half hour after some 
unusually sloppy defending, 
which saw Duric retrieve the 
ball on the edge of the box, 
make space and fire his drive 
wide, 

Souths then had a period of 
dominance. David Clarkson 
flicked the ball up to Trimboli 
who yolleyed from the edge of 
the box which missed by mil- 
limetres. 

In the 32nd minute the visi- 
tors lost the impressive John 


Anasatsiadis, who sustained 
an injury. Whilst he was on 
the park he appeared to cause 
the Sharks defenders much 
discomfort with his running 
off the ball and vision — he 
was replaced by Michael 
Curcija. 

South Melbourne had a 
great opportunity in the 39th 
minute to score when Con 
Blatsis headed the ball across 
the face of the six yard box 
and Curcija too was presented 
with a golden chance however 
he missed. 

Then came the turning 
point of the match, Steve 
losifidis was red-carded by 
referee Mark Shields after his 
second bookable offence when 
he handballed just outside his 
penalty area. 

In the 72nd minute things 
fell apart for the visitors when 
4 Blatsis back-pass was fired 


By Duyght Tufnell 


arlton turned in their 

best performance of the 
season to defeat Melbourne 
Knights 4-2 at Knights 
Stadium on Sunday. 

The Knights now look like 
they will miss the top six, 
whilst Carlton seem set to be 
already playing finals football 
in their inaugural season. 

Knights old boy John 
Markoyski grabbed two of the 
goals and set up another. 

Knights coach Ken Worden 
described it as the “worst per- 
formance of the season” by his 
team while his counterpart 


Eddie Krncevic was full of 
praise for his players. 

“We thoroughly deserved 
to win this game. It was the 
best ninety minutes we've 
played all year.” 

The opening fifteen min- 
utes went the way of the 
Knights, Andrew Marth hit- 
ting a post with a header after 
just two minutes, 

Carlton's first meaningful 
attack brought them the first 
goal, and it was one to savour 
for Markovski. 

He had been disappointing 
for the Knights last year and 
eventually ended up at 
Canberra on loan. 

But how the Knights could 


have done with him this year, 
in his present form and being 
in the shape he is in. 

It has been a remarkable 
turnaround from Markoyski 
and he continued his impres- 
sive form. 

In the 16th minute, Lubo 
Lapsansky’s cross was met by 
Sean Douglas, Joe Didulica 
managed to stop his header 
but on hand was Markovski to 
knock the ball. 

Whilst it was a good 
moment for the ex-Knights 
player another one, David 
Cervinski, gave away a penal- 
ty just a minute after the Blues 
had taken the lead. 

Cervinski up-ended John 


Tom Pondeljak coolly dis- 
patched the spot kick. 

Carlton restored their 
advantage just five minutes 
later — Markoyski again 
inyolved. 

His pinpoint cross to the far 
post picked out an unmarked 
Andy Vlahos to nod in his 
fourth goal of the campaign. 

‘Con Anthopoulos added the 
third three minutes after half- 
time, squeezing the ball 


I WS 
EGS 
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he was also denied by the lef 
post five minutes from time. 

Gary Marocchi, Perth’s 
most disappointed coach, stat- 
ed: “We have a few problems 
to resolve as we came here for 
a win but didn’t get it. 

“Tcan’t comment on the red 
card (Wilkinson’s). We hit the 
post and missed our one-on- 
ones. I believe we were good 
enough to win but allowed 
them to score at crucial times 
of the game.” 

A happy, but calm Olympic 
coach, John Sentas, reflected: 
“We deserved the win even 
though they were down to 10 
men. We had pinpointed their 
weaknesses and played to feet. 
We created far more chances 
and I was happy for my play- 
ers who all gave me their 
everything for the last two 
matches.” Sentas humbly 
ended by stating: “But as far 
as the Carle brothers (Leo and 
Nick), their father must take 
all the credit as it was he who 
developed them.” 


Nick Carle: Brilliant, 
together with brother Leo, 


in at Petkovie with such power 
that the custodian, in prevent- 
ing the ball going into the 
back of the net, touched the 
ball with his hands and referee 
Shields pulled up play on the 
back-pass ruling, 

The ball was only six 
metres out from goal and 
Artone touched the ball to 
Frank Tibaldi who fired in his 


Nathan Day 


first league goal for the Sharks 
to lead 1-0. 

Three minutes later the 
home side scored the sealer 
with Day opening up South 
with a ball out wide to 
Borghetto, who squared a per- 
fect ball across the face of the 
six yard box to Duric who fin 
ished a fine move for 2-0. 


through the legs of Joe 
Didulica from close range. 

The Knights were given 
some hope with an extraordi- 
nary own goal in the 66th 
minute. 

Ivan Jolic’s cross looked 
easy for Dean Anastasiadis to 
take, but under pressure from. 
Marth, he spilled the ball into 
his own net. 

Krncevic said afterwards 
that he felt Marth had 
infringed on the keeper. 

Promising youngster Mark 
Bresciano almost scored his 
first Ericsson Cup goal, slam- 
ming a shot against the bar 
from just outside the area. 

‘The Knights were pressing 
hard for the equaliser, but it 
was Carlton who secured the 
points with a smash and grab 
goal 14 minutes before time. 

A long clearance out of 
defence found Markovski and, 
surrounded by two defenders, 


he volleyed superbly into the 
comer. 

Worden has not yet given 
up hope of making the Finals 
but conceded that it would be 
very hard for them to now 
make it. 

“Each week it’s becoming 
more and more difficult, 
we've got the game in hand 
(against Adelaide City at 
home tomorrow night), but 
some of the players are not 
committed enough. 

“We had a great win last 
week and if the players want- 
ed to make the top six, today 
was a great opportunity.” 

Kmcevic had said the play- 
ers had won the game for 
themselves and that it now 
gave them a great chance to 
make the play-offs. 

“We've got one foot 
cemented in the top six now. 
We've got 34 points and with 
40, I think we'll make it.” 


Milosevic (Cutillo 85), 
Kokkinoplitis, Artone, 
Alagich, Day, (Pezos 90), 
Misailidis, Duric. 


SOUTH; Petkovic, 
Tosifidis, De Amicis, 
Orlic, Blatsis, Clarkson 
(Coyeny 61), 
Panopoulos, Trimboli, 
Dami Lozanovski, 

ied (Curcija 
2 


Sharks: Tibaldi 73, 
Durie 83 

CROWD: 2.823 
POY 


3 Day (AS), 
2 Duric (AS) 


1 Kuzmanovie (A8) 


KNIGHTS: histo et 
Jolic, Markovski, Rajher, 
Davidson, Marth, Susa, 
Pondeljak, Kelic 
(Kutlesoyski 69), John 
pies, Deak  (Nastevski 


BLUES; Anastasiadis, 
‘Trajkovski, Douglas, 
Anthopoulos, Lapsansky, 
Viahos (Girzaponies 88), 
Colosimo, Markovski 
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Canberra Cosmos -v- Gippsland Falcons (Played Monday) 


ERICSSON CGP 


South Melbourne 
Adelaide City 
Sydney United 
Carlton SC 
Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Fairfield 
Perth Glory 
Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide Sharks 
Gippsland Falcons 
UTS Olympic 
Brisbane Strikers 


Newcastle Breakers 3 Sydney United 4 Brisbane Strikers 2 Adelaide City 2 Canberra Cosmos 
Marconi Fairfield © © Wollongong Wolves 0 © -MelbourneKnights © 2 —_CaritonSC eee 
Adelaide Sharks 2 SouthMelbourne 0 — UTS Olympic 3 Perth Glory 1 


Peter Buljan 


7 Damian Mori Adelaide City 
13 Pablo Cardozo Adelaide Sharks 
12 Scott Chipperfield Wollongong City 
10 Paul Trimboli South Melbourne 
10 Norm Tome Sydney Olympic 
10 Tom Pondeljak Melbourne Knights 
League : Abbas Saad Sydney United 

8 

8 

8 

8 


13.00 1.80 Cariton SC 3.50 Marconi Fairfield 3.50 29.00 John Anastasiadis South Melbourne 
401.00 1.80 Brisbane Strikers 3.50 Newcastle Breakers 3.50 —— RAB anne Neato Beaters 
21.00 1.75 Perth Glory 3,50 Gippsland Falcons 3.50 —— gaa aa 
51.00 1.80 Melbourne Knights 3.25 Canberra Cosmos 3.75 == 
43.00 2.25 Wollongong city 3.25  SouthMelbourne 275  —2.50 
9.00 1.80 Sydney United © 3.50 Adelaide Sharks 3.50 201.00 
Adelaide city 3.50 ‘UTS Olympic 5,00 201.00 


NSW Maccaei 
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ERICSSON CUP 
LEADING SCORERS 


Canberra Cosmos 


Soccer Cis 


Federation Division 3 
Require a first and/or second grade 


SportOdds 


coach for this season. 


A lucrative package is on offer to the 
right applicant. The club is based in the 


Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 


@@ 132 946 ..that’s 132 WIN! 


SYDNEY UNITED v 
ADELAIDE SHARKS 
Four wins and four draws 

and the goal tally at home 
after ten games has only 
reached 13, United will be out 
to add to this total against the 
league’s worst away team. 
The Sharks are yet to win 
away this season. Sydney 
United won the battle 2-1 in 
Adelaide in round nine, The 
Pumas won last season’s cor- 
responding fixture 4-0. 
Prediction: Sydney United 


CARLTON vy MARCONI 
Carlton have only lost two 


ennad 24 


RLEUCEHK 


By Stuart Jones 


games at home all season as 
well as mid season losses to 
Olympic and South 
Melbourne. Will a change of 
address see continued success 
on the park? Marconi have 
Jost 50% of their away games 
this season. 

Another crunch games for 
both sides in their bids to stay 
in touch with the top sides. 
Carlton put Marconi to the 
sword (2-1) at Fairfield in 
round nine, Marconi have lost 
the other two times they have 
travelled to Melbourne this 
season, can they go some way 
to amend this? 


Prediction: Carlton 


BRISBANE vy 
NEWCASTLE 
Newcastle's great perfor- 
mance against Perth two 
weeks ago must give them 
confidence going up to the 
sunshine state. After 19 
rounds Brisbane had gained 
19 points and it looked like 
they were draw specialists, 
However the round 19 1-1 
draw with Carlton was their 
first tied game of the season! 
This is Brisbane’s second 
home clash in a row. Brisbane 
won in Newcastle 2-1 in 
round nine, and last season 
thrashed the Breakers 6-1. 
Prediction: Draw 


PERTH v 
GIPPSLAND - 
Perth’s home form has been 


nothing short of disastrous for 
a team and town that yearn 
success. This is their penulti- 
mate home game for the sea- 
son and they must win, For 
Gippsland it is another chance 
to prove their value in the 
league. Another fightitng 
effort saw them win 2-1 earli- 
er this season and they will be 
looking to do the double over 
Glory, and they did win 3-2 at 
Perth Oval last season in front 
of last season's best crowd for 
round six (6,299). 
Prediction: Perth Glory 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS v 
CANBERRA 

Canberra are the other side 
yet to win on their travels this 
Season, having scored just 
four goals away from home 
and conceding 22. 

Knights Park is always 
tough, and for the locals it is 
their third home match in suc- 
cession, Having noted that, it 
must be pointed out that 
Canberra drew 1-1 in 
Melbourne last season and this 
same scoreline was recorded 
in round 9 at Seifert Oval this 
season. 

Prediction: Melbourne 
Knights 

ADELAIDE CITY v 
OLYMPIC 

City have gained 22 points 

from a possible 30 at home 


Eastern Suburbs. 


For details contact Mike Vasin on 


9360 5100 CW) or 
0412 542 565 


Resumes may 


be faxed on 


9332 4207 


this season, scoring 25 and 
conceding just eight. In com- 
parison Olympic haye from 
30, scored 13 and conceded 24 
away from home. City drew 2- 
2 (at home) and 1-1 with 
Olympic last season but won 
1-0 away from home earlier 
this season. Black and White v 
Blue and White, but it may be 
the visitors who leave this 
game black and blue, 
Prediction: Adelaide City 


WOLLONGONG y 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Wollongong have played 
nine at home, won seven, and 
only lost to Brisbane (in their 
opening home game) there. 
Souths have played nine away 
and taken points out of seven 
of those games. The clash of 
the round, Souths having 
defeated the Wolves in a fan- 
tastic game by three goals to 
two earlier this season at 
Lakeside. This ended 1-1 this 
season, but, chances are, there 
will be even more goals this 
time around. Both teams have 
young coaches who have 
helped out in the national 
Olyroo set up lately and both 
promote flowing football. 

Prediction: High scoring 
draw: 
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MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


0 WOLLONGONG CITY 


ARCONI last Sat- 

urday night, despite 
having enjoyed a glut of 
possession, especially in the 
first session, were held by a 
defiant, well-organised 
Wollongong City to a 
scoreless draw at the 
Marconi Stadium. 

The unyielding Woll- 
ongong, although suffering 
two very early setbacks in 
losing ‘screener’ David 
Huxley (Ist minute) and 
striker Kosta Salapasidis (17th 
minute), both limping off with 
ankle injuries, stood firm to 
their task in keeping a raging 
Marconi well at bay. 

In fact late in the match 
Marconi lived —_ most 
dangerously and in the end 


can largely thank their star 
South Korean international 
sweeper Pan-Keun Kim for 
salvaging a league point. Kim 
‘was ever so cool and effective 
in reading well every threat 
Jaunched at his box. 

Huxley had gone in hard to 
tackle left wingback Brendan 
Renaud in the very first 
minute of the match and came 
off second best, whilst goal- 
ace Salapasidis limped off 
following a hard challenge by 
‘a Marconi defender, 

The Stallions ran 
Wollongong ragged in the first 
session with gangling striker 
Francis Awaritefe repeatedly 
piercing Wollongong’s lines 
with his galloping raids into 
both corners of the pitch to 
fire in lethal crosses. 

But fortunately for 
Wollongong and unfortunately 


for Marconi, the Marconi 
midfielders failed to capitalise 
from any of Awaritefe’s 
‘feeds’. 

In the 10th minute 
Awaritefe had broken into 
Wollongong’s box but an alert 
goalkeeper Brett Hughes raced 
off his line to smother the 
looming danger. 

Marconi’s midfield quartet 
of Christian Care, Darren 
McDonald, Brad Maloney and 
Vlado Zoric were so well- 
policed by the tight marking 
of Woilongong's Matt 
Horsley, Anthony Surjan, 
Noel Spencer and Scott 
Chipperfield, that they were 
repeatedly forced to move the 
ball far too often in a lateral 
line. 

The home side used heaps 
of steam in attacking in the 
first half which gradually 


HARRIS KEEPS STRIKERS’ HOPES ALIVE 


faded out in the second. 

Early in the second-half 
Wollongong’s playmaker 
Anthony Surjan rifled a 
magnificent 30 metre missile 
that forced a fully stretched 
Ante Covic to make a splendid 
save, 

In the 53rd minute, 
Marconi’s giant central 
marker Mark Babic, having 
his best game since joining the 
club this season, raided 25 
metres up the right flank from 
where he unleashed a 
rocketing rising drive from 15 
metres that ricocheted off the 
horizontal. 

Striker Tony Perinich 
possibly could have stolen the 
match for Wollongong in the 
76th minute when, from the 
edge of the box, he pivoted to 
explode a violent drive that 
skimmed the crossbar. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS ..... 


v2 ADELAIDE CITY 


By Glenn Davis 


pga rarceslel penalty 
robbed Brisbane 


Strikers of their slim chance 
of defending the Ericsson 
Cup when held to a 2-2 draw 
against Adelaide City at 
Suncorp Stadium last 
Saturday night. 

‘The Strikers, needing to 
win their last seven games to 
make the play-offs, were in 
control leading 1-0 at half- 
time when Sydney referee 
Gerry Connolly changed the 
course of the game in the 2nd 
minute by ruling Zebras’ 
striker Michael Brooks was 
brought down in the box. 


Alex Tobin made no 
mistake, drilling a powerful 
shot into the roof of the net to 
put the match back on level 
terms, 

Connolly’s decision was a 
wrong one and was proven 
incorrect by subsequent 
television replays. 

While Brisbane protested 
vehemently against the ruling, 
the side lost concentration and 
conceded a second within two 
minutes. A cross from Kris 
Trajanovski took a deflection 
off Glen Gwynne into the path 
of the league’s leading scorer 
Damian Mori, who made no 
mistake from close range to 
register his 17th goal of the 
season. 


Up until the penalty 
decision, the Strikers were 
right in the game after 
midfielder Jeromy Harris gave 
the reigning champions an 
early lead in the 26th minute. 

Harris’ goal, his second in 
his national league career, 
came against the run of play 
as the Zebras fired several 
shots at the bows of the 
Brisbane defence in the early 
stages, 

His goal originated from a 
cross by Troy Cranney, which 
was meekly headed clear by 
Milan Ivanovic to the speedy 
midfielder who volleyed from 
the edge of the box past 
keeper Jason Petkovic. 

After trailing 2-1, the 


BREAKERS ON FIRE 


Strikers looked gone for all 
money as the Zebras played a 
possession game and 
dominated prodeedings. 

Coach Frank Farina, who 
surprisingly dropped himself 
in favour of youngster Royce 
Brownlie, used all three 
‘substitutes in a bid to equalise. 

After several near chances 
from both sides, Brisbane 
grabbed the equaliser three 
minutes from normal time 
when Harris landed his double 
with a glancing header off a 
Nick Meredith free-kick. 

In the end Brisbane could 
have stolen the match but a 
close range strike from 
substitute Andy Harper 
misfired into the arms of 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS. 


SYDNEY UNITED .iccscssssssscarsrveecncnnel 


dazzling display by 
Newcastle Topper 
Breakers kept their 
outstanding record against 
Sydney United intact with a 
3-1 win, despite having only 
ten men for the majority of 
the second-half at Topper 
Stadium on Friday night. 
Neweastle’s big striker and 
young Socceroo Clayton 
“Clacka’ Zane was given his 
marching orders three minutes 
into the second-half by referee 


Torre 


Greg Leverton, 

The incident happened 
when Zane ripped his shirt off 
after scoring a goal and 
acknowledging the crowd. 

Zane was sent-off after 
having earlier received a 
yellow card. 

‘The other match winner for 
the Breakers was talented 
young Olyroo squad keeper 
18-year-old Brad Swancott 
who made several critical 
saves during the game. 

The first half begin very 
slowly in front of a small 
crowd (2,119) at a windy 
‘Topper stadium. 

United took the early lead 
in the 24th minute after the 
Newcastle captain Robbie 
Tronside brought down United 
striker Marcus Phillips just 
outside the area. 

Referee Leveton awarded 


an indirect free-kick with 
Pumas’ Paul Bilokapic 
passing the ball to Phillips, 
who hammered the ball past 
the Newcastle defence despite 
a desperate attempt by keeper 
Swancott. 

‘The remainder of the first- 
half was very ordinary with 
both sides missing opp- 
ortunities. 

The Breakers come out 
very determined to do well in 
the second-half, and it only 
took ten seconds before the 
Newcastle side levelled, when 
stand-in captain Robbie 
Ironside capitalised on a loose 
ball to drill home a ball from 
six yards out. 

Two minutes later Zane 
took full advantage of a 
mistake by United keeper 
Zeljko Kalac to chip a ball 
from ten metres to take the 


SYDNEY 


UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 
lead. 

‘The Breakers went further 
ahead in the 85th minute, 
when Jason Bennett beat 
Kalac from close range. 

Breakers coach John 
Kosmina was understandably 
pleased with two wins in two 
matches and praised the effort 
of new recruits Reece 
Tollenaere and Leo Langone. 

“Both players made a big 
difference in the match,” 
Kosmina stated. 
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With eight minutes left on 
the clock, and just 60 seconds 
after coming on as a 
substitute, Marconi’s second 
star South Korean striker, 
Sang-Chul Yoon almost hit 

winner. 

With just his second touch 
of the ball, Yoon spun onto a 
retumn ball to smash a deadly 
drive well on target, forcing 
goalkeeper Hughes to tum the 
rocket for a face-saving 
comer. 

Wollongong’s unyielding 
sweeper Jason Connolly was 
excellent with his 
organisational qualities as was 
marker George Souris 

‘A very pleased Wollongong 
coach Nick Theodorakopoulos 
later evaluated: “We came 
here for a point and got it 
despite being unsettled so very 
early by those two injuries 
(Huxley and Salapasidis). Our 
main objective was to keep 
Marconi scoreless and in the 
end we could have even 
pinched it. Now we must 
quickly re-group following all 
our injuries and suspensions.” 

Meanwhile a far from 


have wrapped it up in the first 
session. We used a lot of 
energy in the first-half and in 
the end just one mistake could 
have been most fatal forus,” 


Ve 


Francis Awaritefe: 
Marconi’s energetic flyer. 


81), McDonald, Maloney, 
Zoric, Awaritefe, Mendez, 
‘(Yoon 81). 


WOLVES: Hughes, 
Stanton, sae : 

G Souris, Ceccol 
Horsley, Surjan, Huxley 
(Spencer 1), Chipperfield, 
Salapasidis (Masi 17) 
(Younis 89), Perinich, 


CROWD: 5,139 


PO; 
3 Kim (MF) 
2 Awaritefe (MF) 


A 


f i amie ll th 
Glen Gwynne: Solid dh the back for the rejuvenated 


trikers. 


Petkovic. 

Farina refused to be too 
critical of Connolly's 
performance. 

“Tt wasn't a penalty and he 
made a mistake. But we're all 


“Tt changed the whole game 
‘as we lost concentration after 
that and we conceded another 
only two minutes later, 

“| thought it was an 
entertaining match and both 
sides played well.” 


Brad Swancott: Another dazzling display by the young 
keeper. 


STRIKERS: Bolton, . 
Gwynne, Zoricich, 
Meredith, T. Cranney, S. 
Cranney (Invincible 55), 
Brayshaw (Harper: 62), 
Hews, Harris Laybutt, 
walle (Bell 74) 


CITY: Petkovic Armour, 
Yates, Ivanoyic, Tobin, 
Costanzo, Mori, Gibson, 
Trajanovski, Brooks 
(Dodd 80,), Thomas 


3 Armour (AC), 
2. Gwynne (BS) 
1 Bolton (BS) 


BREAKERS: att, | 
Sproil, Austin, Pryce, 
McManus, Ironside, 


PUMAS: Kalac, Vrkic, 
Kooker (Maric 77), 
Phillips, Saad, Munro 
(J.Culina 56), pre 
Burns, Rudan, i 


(erman 45), Bennett. 


ith many major 
papers trying 
harder to write of 


the progress of the Aussies 
abroad, there is a greater 
demand for that ‘unique 
story’, to ‘build it up’, to 
‘print it before it happens’. 

Unfortunately, that has led 
to a decreasing of quality 
information supplied to the 
public. To be realistic, many 
of the boys in England are not 
secure in their teams and 
hopefully this help to right a 
few of the mistakes that I have 
read lately. As always, most 
of the news comes from the 
players themselves, who are 
always willing help out 
ABSW where they can, and 
for that we thank them. 


Craig Moore 


Injuries have really had a 
major impact on the lads this 
season, The likes of Craig 
Moore, Steve Corica, George 
Kulcsar, Hamilton Thorp, 
Frank Talia, John Filan, Andy 
Petterson, Stuart Lovell, 
Andrew McDermott, Steve 
Mautone, and Shaun Murphy 
have spent substantial 
amounts of the season in the 
treatment room and not on the 
pitch. Others missing through 
various parts of the season 
include: Craig Foster, John 
Aloisi, Lucas Neill, Mark 
Schwarzer, Robbie Enes, 
Robbie Slater, Robbie Zabica, 
and Stan Lazaridis. Plus of 
course, we had the World Cup 
campaign which meant 
missing some matches in the 
UK. 


However some are standing 
out. Stan Lazaridis may have 
taken some time to establish 
himself at West Ham but 
these days he is playing a big 
role in supplying the likes of 
Hartson and Kitson, not to 
mention his own cracker of a 
goal recently! It has been 
reported that European clubs 
are interested in him, with 
Benfica leading the chase. He 
has stated before that the 
challenge of European 
football certainly interests 
him. 

Harry Kewell remains an 
integral part of the Leeds side, 
and manager George Graham 
has recently rewarded him 
with a pay rise and new 
contract. Although some of 
the goals have dried up, his 
supply from midfield 
continues to help the team. In 
fact, Graham so much admires 
the lad that he is looking for 
compensation for him from 
Soccer Australia when he is 


next called up for international 
duty. 

Mark Bosnich continues to 
do well at Aston Villa, despite 
their poor season. He made a 
couple of marvellous saves to 
keep Villa in the UEFA Cup, 
but it was not really a case of 
him alone saving Villa as 
some reports in Australia had 
it. That was a case of ‘rose 
tinted glasses’ I suspect. 

In goals in the north-east is 
Mark Schwarzer as 
Middlesbrough march on, 
looking more and more like 
‘one of the two automatically 
promoted teams, After the 
disappointment of missing out 
on the Socceroo line-up he is 
enjoying his time at Boro and 
wants to play in the top flight 
once more. 

Richard Johnson is a 
mainstay in the Watford side 
and contributes the odd 
valuable goal himself. He was 
born in Kurri Kurri (NSW), 
and his side look like making. 
it back into Division One, 

David Oldfield is at the 
other end of the Division Two 
table with Luton Town, and is 
playing in the midfield these 
days, He recently notched up 
his fifth goal of the season for 
the Hatters, but found the 
opportunities as a striker 
limited by Tony Thorpe. The 
other change for David this 
season is the arrival of a son, 
so congratulations, We will 
certainly see him play on 
these shores once again in a 
few seasons. An interesting 
aside is that Oldfield actually 
played in the Leicester side 
that lost to Swindon at 
Wembley in the play-off Final 
when Swindon went to the 
Premier league a few seasons 
back. In the Swindon line-up 
that day was none other than 
current Sydney United boss 
David Mitchell. 


Craig Foster 


Craig Foster has certainly 
attracted the scouts to Fratton 
Park. A move to Leicester 
City never came about, and 
there are a couple of other 
First Division clubs sniffing 
around, as well as the much 
publicised chance of a start at 
Glasgow Celtic. After a few 
months in a hotel room, the 
Fosters have got a place of 
their own on the south coast, 
and seem to be enjoying their 
time there. On the park he has 
contributed at both ends, 
scoring his fourth goal in the 
game against Sheffield 
United, whilst clearing a 
chance off the line from 
Nottingham Forest in their 
next home game. Bigger 


Kevin Muscat 


things are on the horizon. 

Kevin Muscat was signed 
as the number one defender at 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and has certainly consolidated 
this spot in Mark McGhee’s 
team. There is always pressure 
to play for Wolves, but 
Muscat has handled it well, 
scoring two goals. In fact, so 
much is he thought of at 
Wolves that Mark McGhee 
and Terry Venables had a 
falling out over his 
participation in the 
Confederations Cup. Un- 
fortunately, he was involved 
in a tackle on Matthew 
Holmes (Charlton) in the FA 
Cup recently and the former is 
now considering legal action. 
Wolves are supporting Muscat 
100% and we all hope the 
matter will be cleared up very 
soon. In the knowledge that he 
reads this publication every 
week in England: Kevin, all at 
ABSW wish you well and do 
not let it affect your play on 
the field. 


Andrew Bernal 


Andrew Bernal continues 
to be ahit at Reading, playing 
regularly at Elm Park. Well 
done also to Shaun Murphy at 
WBA who many thought may 
have not get a look in at 
Albion after he came back 
from injury, but he has 
returned to the first-team and 
played very well. Andrew 
McDermott was less lucky 
when returning to the first 
team after a season of injury, 
he played only a few games 
before injuring himself again. 

‘The report card from other 
England teams is not so good, 
for varying reasons. 

Since his move to Millwall, 
Carl Veart has switched from 
regular first-team 90 minute 
games to spending a lot of 
time on the bench. Team- 
mate Lucas Neill returned to 
the first-team around the time 
Veart arrived but since then 
has been injured again. For 
Neill it has been a very 
disappointing season, coming 
on the heels of his sensational 
year last season. 

Paul Harries, formerly of 


Wollongong and the NSWIS, 
has been loaned out to non- 
league Basingstoke from 
Portsmouth to ‘gain valuable 
first team experience’. John 
Aloisi has been in the news 
over there for saying things to 
a reporter over here about the 
behind the scenes goings on at 
Pompey. Aloisi believes he 
has been misquoted and wants 
to stay and fight for his place. 
From the outside it appears he 
has been treated unfairly by 
the club, especially 
considering he has scored nine 
goals for them this term, and 
has kept believing in their 
ability to rise from the lower 
echelons of the table. These 
days newspaper articles go 
worldwide, and that was 
certainly the case this time 
around. The good news is that 
Alan Ball was very happy 
with a recent reserve match 
where Aloisi scored a brace of 
goals, and the player now 
seems to be back in the fold. 

As for Robbie Enes, the 
Statistics show a very sad 
story for him, whilst Hamilton 
Thorp has been rumoured to 
want to come home. 


Tynan Scope 


Doug Hodgson has scored 
three goals this season, not, as 
mentioned in one of the 
aforementioned newspaper 
articles - one! In fact, earlier 
this season the big centre-back 
was playing up front for 
Oldham! He is another to 
struggle with injury and, at 
present, is having difficulty 
cementing his place in the 
first-team. 

Another early goal scorer 
who is struggling to keep his 
place is Northampton Town's 
David Seal, He recently 
scored his tenth goal for the 
club, but it is very rare for him 
to play 90 minutes in the first 
team lately. 

Jason Van Blerk has also 
spent a lot of time coming and 
going from the bench at 
Manchester City, but must be 
doing alright as City recently 
transfer listed 15 players, 
including some big names, yet 
he was not one of them. 

Others struggling include 
Danny Tiatto, at lowly Stoke 
City, who is seeing it is not as 
easy as some believe to make 
it in England. Vas 
Kalogeracos did not seem to 
get a ‘fair go’ at Stockport 
County, and has returned to 
Perth Glory. Adem Poric has 
not been in the first-team 
since the arrival of Ron 
Atkinson at Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Contrary to reports, Stuart 
McLaren is not a regular 
starter in the Stirling Albion 
side and has started in only six 
out of 27 occasions this 
season. He has scored three 
goals but all were fairly early 


on this term. 

Tynan Scope was 
purchased by Coventry City 
for the future, and that will 
have been emphasised to him 
as the club have purchased 
another keeper, putting Scope 
fourth in line at Highfield 
Road, it would seem. 

Good news at Liverpool, 
where Nick Rizzo continues 
to make progress, and at 
Charlton where Andy 
Petterson has returned as 
custodian after injury forced 
him out before spending much 
time on the bench unable to 
force out his replacement 
Mike Salmon. 

Craig Moore has recently 
returned from injury at Ibrox 
and came on as a substitute 
recently. 

George Kulesar is also 
playing again after his 
disastrous debut for QPR, 
when he damaged his leg. 

Another recent return is 
that of Stuart Lovell, who is 
yet to score for Reading, and 
is getting more and more 
‘game time. 

In the Second Division 
Burnley have finally given a 
debut to former Marconi 


player Mark Robertson, and 
he is now up to three starts 
this season, It also marked a 
retum to better results for the 
Lancashire side so ably led by 


Robbie Slater 


Finally to Robbie Slater of 
Southampton. Last season he 
was voted ‘Player of the Year’ 
by the supporters, he is 
struggling to return to the 
first-team and has picked up 
niggling injuries, at critical 
points during the season. This 
has meant a start on only three 
occasions this year, and a role 
as more of a bench player. 
Reports have it that once he is 
out of contract he is 
considering a move back to 


Australia (Northern Spirit? 
Ed). If he did come here it 
could only be good for 
Australian soccer. 

This list is far from 
complete. If you do know of 
any Australian players in the 
UK (and beyond. Ed.) please 
give ABSW a call and we can 
add them to our database and 
keep an eye on their progress. 
Again we wish the best to all 
players, and hope that more 
will play first-team football as 
we come to the ‘business end” 
of the seasons. 

We thank them for their 
support and hope that you the 
reader, know where you can 
find the accurate news on the 
Australians in Britain — 
ABSW! 


John Aloisi 


Aussirs IN UK LEAGUES 


Club 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Aston Villa 
Blackburn. 
Leeds Utd 
Liverpool 
Sheff Wed 
Soton 
West Ham 
West Ham 
West Ham 
Bradford C 
Chariton A 
Crewe Alex 
Man City 
Midboro 
Portsmouth 
Porstmouth 
Portsmouth 
Portsmouth 
Portsmouth 
Reading 
Reading 
Reading 
Stockport 
‘Swindon T 
WBA 
Wolves 
Luton Town 
Northa'ton 
Oldham Ath 
Millwall 
Millwall 
Watford 
Burnley 
Stoke City 
Stirling Alb 


Name 

T Vidmar 

C Moore 

M Bosnich 
J Filan 

H Kewell 

N Rizzo 

A Poric 

A Slater 

S Lazaridis 
C Coyne 

R Garcia 

R Zabica 

A Petterson 
J Kearton 

J Van Blerk 
M Schwarzer 
J Aloisi 

C Foster 

P Harries 

H Thorp 
REnes 

S Mautone 
A Bernal 

S Lovell 

V Kalogeracos 


D Hodgson 
L Neill 

T Cahill 

R Johnson 

M Robertson 
D Tiatto 

S McLaren 
G Kulcsar 

K Muscat 

C Veart 

T Scope” 

G Edds” 

| Martin® 


Legend: 

CF = Club Fixtures 
SO =Subbed Off 
TS = Total Starts 


Bradford/QPR 
CPal/Wolves 
CPal/Millwall 31 
Coventry City 0 
Notts Forest i} 
Newcastle Utd 0 


° 


Ap 
12 
8 
28 
3 
19 


COOh FIA O+NZ0000-UNO=-CORNOWODOOSLYOOO~COum 


Ap = Full Appearances 
SU = Sub Used 

SN = Sub Not used 
TF = Total Fixtures 


‘et to make first-team appearance 
Stats are based on the amount of fixtures each club has played since the player 
has been on their books (at time of writing). 
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ARCHIE THOMPSON 


"Thank God for Mr Villani!” stated Gippsland Falcons coach Frank Arok 
a social function at the beginning of the curreat NSL season 

Arok was referring to Carlo Villani senior, father of former Gippsland Falcons striker with 
the:same name, who made him aware of the existence of a promising youngster by the 
name of Archie Thompson. 

Almost one year earlier, in the course of a casual conversation, Villani 5! aid, 
Albury there’s a young man whom | feel has what it takes to make as a NS! play 

he rest of course is history. Archie Gerald Thompson, now 19, ! 
is mark in Australian Soccer at the top level. 


hile addressing 


Thompson is a ‘natural’ sportsman and possibly could have excelled in any sport. Had he 


hot chosen football, he could have been a tennis champion, as he showed promise and 
talent in that sport. He is also an accomplished golfer. 

Football, however, has always been his first passion and the other sports are now purely 
for social purpo: He comes from a Soccer family and from the age of four he has been 
involved in the sport. 

He first played competitive Soccer as a junior in Lithgow, NSW. For work reasons, the 
family moved to Wodonga, on the Victoria/NSW border and in the following nine years 
young Archie starred in the Junior ranks of the Albury Wodonga competition. 

‘AS a junior he also played in Bathurst and represented NSW Country in the U/15, U/14 
and U/15 sections, plus a successful stint in the NSW Academy of Sport followed. 

When given the opportunity to trial under the great Frank Arok, Thompson ‘was delighted 
at the chance and ‘gave it his all’ in an attempt to impress. He was quite happy to be 
considered for the Gippsland Falcons youth team, never dreaming that in his first year he 
would be playing in the senior team and scoring goals. 


His performance with the youth side was such that a call-up to the seniors was inevitable, 


He made his debut in the seniors in the return round of the competition 
against Adelaide Sharks, where he so impressed that soon he became a 
reqular and favourite among the Gippsland crowd. 

Due to the consistency of his performances, and prolific goal- 
scoring, it was no real surprise when earlier in the current 
championship he caught the eye of Australian Olympic coach Raul 
Blanco, who invited him to join the Olyroo squad. 

"Being asked to join the Olyroo squad was one of the greatest 
moments of my career,” stated Thompson “I shall be trying my best.” 

He claims that his mum and dad, Joe Judge, Carlo Villani, team- 
mate Hugo Giminez and, of course, Frank Arok, have been most 
influential in his career, He claims that Hugo Giminez had an impact 
on his game “because | like the South American style of play.” 

As for Frank Arok, Thompson states: “He helped me mature as a 
player and | would do anything to keep him happy.” 

Archie’s hero in Soccer is the great Pele and the player he would most 
like to play alongside is Bologna’s Roberto Baggio. “As a striker, can 
you imagine what one could learn from Baggio?” he asks. 

Archie enjoys playing for the Gippsland Falcons because it is a great 
club and he enjoys the friendly environment and the positive spirit 
which prevails in the team. Of the Falcons, he believes, in view of 
recent performances, the team is worthy of a Finals berth, 

His immediate ambitions are to make in the Olyroo team and to be a part of Gippslarid 
Falcons’ campaign towards the Finals. His long-term goals are to make a successful living 
and be the best at his sport. 

As well as being a talented Soccer player, he is blessed with a cheerful disposition and a 
good sense of humour. I am sure we will hear a lot more of Archie Thompson. 


CLAYTON BELL 


When this writer took on the task of profiling four "Young Guns’ from Gippsland Falcons, 
he confesses that immediately he didn’t think of Clayton Bell. Although Bell is only 19, and 
certainly qualifies as a ‘Young Gun’, his maturity and finesse on the field makes one forget 
that he is so young, 

Bell comes from the ‘Arok’school', as it was the great coach who noticed that the 
youngster had the goods to make it into the highest division in Australian football. Arok 
coached Bell at Port Melbourne, and when he took on the coaching role in Gippsland:he felt 
that the young midfielder would fit in perfectly to his team-building programme, and coaxed 
hin to join the Gippsland outfit. Bell's fighting spirit and positive attitude to the game almost 
immediately made him a regular in the senior team. "Frank Arok believed in me and my 

capabilities. For that | will be forever grateful,” said Bell “He is a able to enthuse a player to 
always give his utme 

Clayton was born in Cranbourne on the outskirts of Melbourne. His family were not Soccer 
orientated and it was expected that he would go onto play Australian Rules Football. When 
he was little more than a toddler, it was noticed that he Had good ‘ball sense’ and, as he was 
too young to play Australian Rules, he played Soccer, and, has not looked back since en 
though his father, John Bell, was not a Soccer man, Clayton states that: "Dad has influenced 
my Career more positively than anyone els 

Clayton also showed promise as a swimmer and possibly could have achieved greatness in 
that sport, but in the end he chose the World Game. 

As a junior, Clayton played for teams in Cranbourne and nearby Carrum Downs. He 
represented Victoria in all age groups from U/15 to U/16 and then was selected to play for 
the Australian National U/17 squad, the Joeys. In fact, Clayton was chosen as-captain of the 
Australian Joeys. 

“Being captain of the Joeys must rate as one of the greatest moments of my career,” he 

claims. He then went to the Victorian Institute of Sport and later became a regular for 
Port Melbourne in the Victorian Premier League. 
=» Bell is grateful to VIS coach Ernie Mertick for the great leadership shown 
during his formative years. “I learnt so much from Ernie in the three 
seasons that [ was al the Institute,” he recalls, Also at the VIS, he first 
met Gippsland team-mates Lev Osman and Joe Tricarico. 

Clayton loves playing for the Gippsland Falcons. “! like the team morale 
on and off the field. There's a professional approach to everything, yet 
it is an enjoyable atmosphere,” he declared. 

According to Clayton, the worst thing about playing with the Falcons is 
the travelling to training sessions. 
His immediate ambitions are to be part of the Olyroo team in the year 

2000 and the longterm aims are to play as a professional at the top 

level overseas. 

When asked to comment on the Australian national scene Clayton stated 
that; “The standard is improving rapidly," however, he is adamant that the 
national coach should be based in Australia because the future is with 
our youth at home. 
He rates Paul Gascoigne as the player that he would like to have in the 
same team above anyone else. “I like his style and attitude on the 
ground.” 

He also paid tribute to South Melbourne’s Paul Trimboli by rating him as the most difficult 
opponent he has had to contend with. 

Clayton Bell, on present form, should be at the top level of the Australian soccer scene for 
many years to come. His advice to junior players who want to play in the NSL is? “Never give 
up and follow your dream.” Well said. 


By Damian Tripodi 
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LEYENT OSMAN 


The term ‘Mr Versatility’ has often been used in Soccer circles to describe multitask and 
skilled players: Very rarely, however, has the term been used to describe such a young 
player as Lev Osman, 

Although only 20, he is an accomplished utility player, capable of playing in almost every 
position on the field. He classifies himself as a sweeper/stopper, although he has shown 
class in midfield and even in attack 

Despite his youth, and only in his second year in the NSL, Osman comes across as a 
seasoned performer on the field. He has been kicking a ball since he could walk and by 
the age of eight was already playing competitive football. Soccer was a passion of the 
Osman family with dad and two older brothers all involved, of course the ‘football fever’ 
had to pass on to the young Lev. 

Like many other talented Australian sportsmen, he could have made his 
mark in other sports. He is, in fact, a good exponent of AFL and 
cricket. 

As a junior, he played Soccer for several clubs in the Melbourne 
western suburbs, including St Albans, Albion and Sunshine Heights. 

He then played for Albion seniors and the Victorian Institute of Sport. 
Among his many credits, Lev has captained the VIS for two years and 
was named their best player in the 1996-97 season. In 1997 he was 

named ‘Australian Youth Player of the Year’. 

Of course, one of his great achievements was to be selected in the 
Olyroo squad and touring with the Olyroos in South Africa. He will be 
trying hard to maintain his spot in the side and representing Australia 
at the 2000 Olympics and, like many promising young players, Lev 
eventually would like to make it as a professional at the highest level 
overseas, 

Osman caught the eye of Frank Arok whilst playing for Albion and the 
VIS and soon the coach lured him to Gippsland Falcons. Lev relishes 
being part of the Falcons, however, it being a country club calls for 
extra sacrifices, particularly the long travel to training sessions and 
having to live away from home, 

He claims that Arok, along with VIS coach Ernie Merrick and Olyroo 
coach Raul Blanco, have had enormous influence on his career; “But 
dad has been the qreatest inspiration of all," stated Osman, And Lev is grateful to Frank 
Arok for giving him the chance to play at NSL level 

He believes that Olyroo coach Raul Blanco should be the Australian national coach: “Raul 
knows all the players and the national coach should be based in Australia,” stated the 
young Olyroo, He Is disappointed that Australia is not in the World Cup Finals as “Australia 
is fast becoming a force in World Soccer and it can easily beat half the teams which are 
there (in the Tnals),” he adds. 

Lev claims thal Cariton and Australian international, John Markovski, has been his most 
{ifficult opponent so far and the playerhe most admires on the world scene is Maradona 
because, according fo the young Falcon; “He is the best 

Lev-Osman ha n that he has the talent and the willingness to make il to the top 
echelons b reer is over and he has hung his boots, he would like to be 
remembered who has had his heart with the club and always gave his best 

Levis a mber of ‘Arok’s Wonders’, as they climb the ladder of success, and 
a great advertisement for Aussie Soccer players of the future 


JOHN HUTCHINSON 


The story of the ‘local boy made good’ is always a pleasant one. For John Hutchinson it 
certainly rings true, as the Morwell student has become an inspiration to budding young 
sportsmen and women of the Gippsland region. 

John was born in Morwell and is the product of a well organised Latrobe Valley Soccer 
League and later, Gippsland Falcons’ junior development programme. Also he hails from a 
family where Soccer is a part of the daily routine. 

His father Paul was a competent player himself and passed on to John his passion for the 
game and ethics of hard work in order to achieve a goal. Although accomplished in cricket 
and basketball, there was no question as to which sport he was going to pursue. 

"Soccer has always been my first passion,” stated John. “My father would take me to the 
Pegasus ground and teach me the skills from about the age of three.” 

John began his playing career at Pegasus (now in the Victorian Provisional League) and 
at a very young age Was already playing at senior level. 
He represented the region at all levels from U/8 to senior level. He also 
made the U/12 Victorian Country side. 
Like many other promising young Latrobe Valley players, he made his 
way into Gippsland Falcons youth squad and it was here that the 
Falcons senior coach, Frank Arok, noted him and liked what he saw. 
At seventeen, John made his senior debut for the Falcons against 
Marconi in Sydney. He classifies this as his greatest moment in Soccer 
so far and Craig Foster, his opponent that day, as the most difficult 
player he has had to face to date. 
John has been selected in the Australian U/20 squad and has recently 
returned from a training camp. His ambition is also to be selected for 
the Olyroos. “I would like to in the Sydney Olympics,” he declared, 
“however, my immediate ambition is to establish myself asa requiar 
Starter in the Falcons first eleven.” 
He has nothing but praise for coach Frank Arok: “He has influenced 
my game tremendously and is a great inspiration to us all at Falcons.” 
Of the Gippsland players, he classifies Doug Marcina as the one whe 
has had the greatest impact on his game. "Doug is a skilful and 
talented player, a great role model, | try to learn as much as possible 
from him,” John told ABSW. Furthermore, Hutchinson maintains that he looks up to s 
other players in the team. In fact, he states thal all his team-mates are a great group of 
people who encourage the younger players 

On the international scene ‘Hutchy’ admires Alan Shearer, be 
striker in the world.” 

And when questioned about the Australian national scenario, he believes Australia will 
most certainly become a world force in Soccer and that Terty Venables is doing a good job 
for Australia, regardless of where he is based. However, he feels that there is a need for 
more full-time professional teams in the Ericsson Cup. 

John aspires to play overseas as a full-time professional one day, and when his playing 
career is over he would like to devote time helping idsters with their ambitions, an: 
would like to be remembered as one who contributed to his club and to his sport, as wy 
a good player and a gentleman on and off the field. All sports fans in Gippsland can be 
proud of their local boy ‘making good’ — and we should hear much more of ‘Hutchy 
future 


“he is the greatest 
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FAWKNER 1 
BENTLEIGH 1 


By John Rigas 


wkner Blues main- 
tained league leadership 
with a hard fought 1-1 draw 
against Bentleigh Greens at 
Smith Reserve on Friday 
night. 

Fawkner remains unbeaten 
after six games and looks in a 
healthy position to continue 
after another fighting display. 


Santo Emmanuele opened 
the scoring after 34 minutes 
when he was set up by 
midfield maestro Ivan Duzel. 

He found the back of the 
net again two minutes later 
with a close-range header but 
the goal was disallowed after 
he was adjudged to have 
pushed his opponent in the 
back. 

The home team continued 
to pressure and moments later 
captain Tony Schipano hit the 
base of the post with a 
thunderous shot, 

Bentleigh found themselves 
on level terms after 41 
minutes via a penalty scored 
by Nick Van Egmond. 

They were awarded the 
penalty after Vitale Ferrante 
pushed Stelios Drakos over in 
the area. 

‘The contest alternated from 
end-to-end with both sides 
attacking in search of a 
winning goal. 

Fawkner: 
Tramontana, 


Gonzales, 
P.Ferrante, 


LEADING SCORERS 


Schipano, _V.Ferrante, 


Grimuad, _Bordignon 
(K.Simsek), Biskic, 
Emmanuele, Duzel, 
Vassiliadis (T.Simsek). 


Greens: Clarke, Drakos, 
Constantinou, Crivari, Rossios 
(Otter), Van Egmond, Micheil 
(Charalambous), Feehan, 
Papettas, Kourkoutzelos, 
Karapatsos. 

Votes: 3- Crivari (BG) 2- 
Emmanuele (FB),  1- 
Constantinou (BG) 


SPRINGVALE WE 0 
PORT MELB 1 


By Milan Ninovic 


Ak a poor start to the 
jon, Port Melbourne 
Sharks appear to be getting 
their act together, notching 
up their second consecutive 
victory away, this time to 
Springvale White Eagles. 

It was also the White 
Eagles’ second loss on the trot 
and their first at home this 
year. 

Alex Efstathiou scored the 
only goal of the game after 19 
minutes. 

John-Paul Knezevic’s 
terrific cross from the left was 
met by Efstathiou, and his 
header was too good for 
Robert Brian, the ball going in 
under the crossbar. 

The White Eagles had 
chances to equalise in the 
second-half, notably through 
Marijan Marinkoyic and 
substitute Sasho Vodilovski. 

Marinkovic missed the best 


Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Lazarevski (Thomastown Zebras) 


opportunity, blowing his 
chance when he had just 
Sharks keeper Sam Frangos to 
beat. 

‘The Sharks were reduced to 
fen men in the last minute — 
midfielder Kosta Caimakamis 
sent-off after receiving a 
second caution. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
Kitanoyski, R.Marinkovic, 
M.Marinkovic, Calomino, 
Mladenovic, Nikolic, 
Cvetkovski (Rikanovic), 
Gacovski (Vodilovski), Retre, 
Mlinar (Craciun). 

Sharks: Frangos, 
Tsirtsakis, Sonsini, Tsiakos, 
Caimakamis, R.Vargas, 
Latinopoulos, Efstathiou, 
Heath, A.Vargas 
(Giaccherini), Knezevic. 

Votes: 3- Knezevic (PM), 
2. M-Marinkovic (SWE), I- 
R.Vargas (PM) 


ALTONA 1 


Itona Magic super-sub 

Vasco Trpcevski scored 
the winning goal for the 
second week running after 
coming on as a substitute — 
this time Heidelberg United 
were the victims, 

Altona looked dangerous 
all over the park, especially on 
the flanks with Savva Rusmir 
and Marjan Tasevski 
combining well to unsettle 
Heidelberg. 


After ten minutes Rusmir 
dribbled his way through 
United’s defence, letting fly 
with a clever shot which 
narrowly curled over the 
crossbar. 

Tasevski also tried his luck 
in the 35th minute with a 
thunderous strike that flew 
over the goal frame. 

Heidelberg came close after 
38 minutes when Dragan 
Jugovie shot from an acute 
angle only to see his strike roll 
narrowly wide. 

Magic striker Sash 
Becvinovski was involved in 
two excellent scoring 
opportunities, the first arriving 
in the 55th minute when he set 
up striking partner Zoran 
Petrevski. He also tried his 
luck from 25 yards after 61 
minutes. 

The damage for Heidelberg 
was done in the 85th minute 
when substitutes Trpcevski 
and John — Sapazovski 
combined, and Trpcevski 
scored the winner from close 


Tange. 
Magic: McGrath, 
Vasilevski, Tasevski, 


Velkovski (Bogdanovski), 
Micevski, Markovski, Rusmir, 


Fak, Becvinovski, Madarovski 


(Trpcevski),  Petrevski 
(Sapazovski). 

United: Koletsas, Makris, 
Alexiou (Amiridis), 


Medjedovic, Hasler, Svigos, 
G. Georgiadis, Lenetis, 
Tsoumerkas, Nilo, Jugovic. 

Votes: 3- Fak (AM), 2- 
Rusmir (AM), 1- Vasilevski 
(AM). 


SUNSHINE 2 
PRESTON 0 


By John Rigas 


Qansnine Georgies 
produced a sensational 
fighting display to out shine 
Preston Lions 2 -1 at 
Chaplin Reserve on Sunday. 

Sunshine made their 
intentions clear right from the 
outset with striking duo 
Anthony Magnacca and 
Alfonso Opazo causing 
Preston problems. 

After eight minutes 
Magnacca played a defence- 
splitting through ball to 
captain Spencer Field who, 
from close range, shot wide, 

Preston fought back 
immediately when Tony 
Ujgunovski hammered a shot 
from an acute angle which 
rolled narrowly wide. 

In the 25th minute Ilija 
Dragicevic supplied Opazo, 
who rounded goalkeeper 
Lupce Acevski, only to find 
himself upended, resulting in 
a penalty, Dragicevic made no 


mistake with the spotkick. 

Sunshine’s second goal 
arrived in the 39th minute 
afier great work by Magnacca, 
who fought his way past 
Preston's defence, laying the 
ball off to Michael Branoy 
who hit a rocket like shot 
towards goal, Opazo pounced 
on the loose ball to score his 
second goal of the season. 

Opazo was also involved in 
the action in the 85th minute 
when he excited the crowd 
with an overhead bicycle kick. 

Georgies coach Gus 
McLeod was delighted to get 
the points, stating that his 
players worked hard 
throughout the afternoon. 

McLeod said: “It was good 
to keep a clean sheet, the 
goalkeeper (Steve Wardle) 
was under pressure today,” 
ended the big former Green 
Gully striker. 

Georgies: Wardle, Byrne, 
Krajacic, Kanesoulis, De 
Bono, Branov (Komadina), 
Field, Gurpinar, Magnacca, 
Dragicevic, Opazo. 

Lions: Aceys 
(Dimoyski, 
Stavrevski,  Ogenovski, 
Kuzmaovski, Markovski, 
A.Burlak, Ivanov, M.Burlak 


Lisolaski), 


(T.Sterjovski), Slayevski, 
Ujgunovski. 

Votes: 3- Magnacca (SG), 
2-Opazo (SG), Slavevski 
(PL). 
aS Ee 


In the other Premier League 
game on the weekend, 
Moorabbin City’s horror 
start to the season continued 
with a 4-0 thumping at the 
hands of Thomastown 
Zebras. 

The Zebras goals were 
scored by Nick Lazarevski 
and Tony Lingurovski, who 
both netted twice, on a 
disappointing day for City. 

Meanwhile St Albans 
Saints moved into second 
position with a 3-1 win at 
South Dandenong. 

The Saints had to come 
from behind after Carlo 
Villani had given South a 
half-time lead. 

Slavko Rados, Paul Magdic 
and substitute Idriz Pelja all 
scored second-half goals for 
the Saints, 

South: Dastey (Simpson), 
Dzaferovski, Macinkovic, 
May, Geri, Parrott, Muriqi 
(Ulusoy), Mucaj, Rasimi, 
Villani, Wright. 

Saints: Vunderl, Magdic, 


S.Rados (Pondeljak), 
Raspudic, I.Rados, Cuze, 
Razov, J.Kozic, Karl 


(Trupkovie), Kirichian (Pelja), 
Sianidis. 

Votes: 3- S.Rados (StA), 2- 
Razoy (StA), 1- Villani (SD) 


“Healthy Diet — Ty Kt’ 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Round 5: 


Heidelberg United 1 (Nilo) - Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Gnjidic) 


Round 6: 


Fawkner Blues 1 (Emmanuele) - Bentleigh Greens 1 (Van Egmond) 


Green Gully Cavaliers 4 (Genovesi 2, Donev 2 ) - South Dandenong 0 


South Dandenong | (Villani) - St Albans Saints 3 (S.Rados, Magdic, Pelja) 


Springvale White Eagles 0 - Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Efstathiou) 
Altona Magic 1 (Trpcevski) - Heidelberg United 0 
Moorabbin City 0 - Thomastown Zebras 4 (Lazarevski 2, Lingurovski 2) 
Sunshine Georgies 2 (Dragicevic, Opazo) - Preston Lions 0 


Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 


= S.Rados (St Albans Saints) 
Mezensof (South Dandenong) 
Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 
Kol 


Kound 7 
Sai h7Z 


Bentleigh Greens v Sunshine Georgies - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 5.00pm 


day March 


Preston Lions v South Dandenong - Goodyear Stadium - kick off 5.00pm 
Fawkner Blues v Springvale White Eagles - Smith Reserve - kick off 8.00pm 


Monday March 
Thomastown Zebras v Port Melbourne Sharks - Partridge Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 
Heidelberg United v Moorabbin City - Olympic Village - kick off 5.00pm 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Altona Magic - Green Gully Reserve - kick off 8.00pm 
St Albans Saints v Bulleen Inter kings - Churchill Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 


Fawkner Blues 

St Albans Saints 

~ Altona Magic 
Sunshine Georgies 
Bullen Inter kings 
‘Thomastown Zebras 
Springyale White Eagles 
Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Port Melbourne Sharks 
Preston Lions 
Heidelberg United 
South Dandenong 
Moorabbin City 


ADADAUAQAURAQAT 
CHK NN NNoLUEREEES 
Reha Saugoispses 


TRB OOARIDRORUDE 
HREDDIMOSCOHUDSSES 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR @)' 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSCeNe 


PASCOE VALE 


SPorTSCENE 
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ANSETT SUMMER SERIES FINALS 
NSW CHAMPIONS OF AUSTRALIA! 


WEEKEND OF TRIUMPH AND HEARTACHE 


Murray Hat-Trick gives 
NSW the Crown 


GRAND FINAL: NSW INSTITUTE OF 
SPORT 3 (Julie Murray 17, 45, 95) 
SA SPORTS INSTITUTE 2 (Sharon 
Black 16, Kimberly Morris 77) 


cross from the right picked out Murray who 
turned 180 degrees to strike a spectacular side- 
Volley at full stretch from 15 metres. 

NSW had adopted the tactic of playing 
usual sweeper Anissa Tann-Darby ditcctly 
behind the midfielders in an attempt to nullify 
Sharon Black, but as a consequencs, the 
defence was at times in disarray. SA were 
unlucky not to score with two great chances, 
not long before the break. Kimberly Morris’ 
shot from the edge of the box was palmed up 
against the crossbar by goalkeeper Cassandra 
Kell, and Tann-Darby held off the challenge of 
‘Moore to the loose ball. Then a great little lob 
to Moore unmarked eight metres in front of 
‘oal saw her outside of the foot chip go inches 
over. 

But Murray turned the game back in NSW’s 
court with her second for the night, a poor 
clearance from the SA defence gratefully 
accepted by Murray who let fly with a 
‘screamer from 25 metres on the left which flew 
in just under the crossbar to take the lead a 
minute before half-time, 

In what was their third big match in as 
many days, SA maintained an impressive work 
rate, performing as effectively as ever. Their 
best chance fell to Natalie Thomas, released up 
the middle ahead of her marker, but keeper 
Kell came off her line to make a great blocking 
save. At the other end, SA keeper Leanne 
Trimboli also made her presence felt, tipping 
over a Murray long range shot. 

The tension was building and the tackles 
suddenly became more physical. SA were 
eventually rewarded with the equaliser in the 
77th minute, setting the already vocal crowd 
into fever pitch, urging on their particular 
team. A perfectly struck Debbie Trubee comer- 
kick sailed threateningly into the packed 
goalmouth, with Kimberly Morris gaining the 
Vital touch with the head from two metres out. 

The contest was on again, but the tense 
situation saw no further goals before the 
whistle, both sides bungling good 


‘opportunites. 

So too the pressure of extra-time brought on 
desperate and rushed play from both sides, 
before the final touch of Murray magic, 
Heather Garriock sent in a cross from the left, 
‘and Murray superbly thumped the ball high 
into the net from the edge of the box to send 
the home support into a frenzy. 

NSWIS: Kell, Yardin, Davies, Weston, 
Tann-Darby, Golebiowski (Smith 63), Peters 
(Rockall 55), Hewson, Garriock, Murray, 
Boyd. 

SASI: Trimboli, Hollands, Morris, Winn, 
Forby (Stocco 77), Karp (Halfpenny 55), 
Prince, Black, Morrison (Trubee 20), Moore 
(Ruotolo 67), Thomas. 


‘SW’s Julie Murray scored a stunning 

hat-trick to sink South Australia 3-2 in 
suddensdeath extra-time in Sunday night's 
exciting and dramatic Grand Final at 
Sydney’s St George Stadium, 

With the scores locked at 2-2 at the end of 
the 90 minutes, the tension was unbearable, but 
Just five minutes into extra-time, Murray's 
brilliant first-time volley created the fairytale 
result ~ the golden goal, a-hatetrick, and the 
coveted title. 

The South Australians slumped to the 
ground in despair, haying experienced the 
same fate as last year's runners-up to 
‘Queensland, 

‘The star-studded NSW had taken the field 
as favourites, undefeated since game one of the 
season, and with two recent wins over SA 
including Friday's 3-2 vietory in the major 
semi-final, 

In what unfolded as the most entertaining 
and enthralling match of the season, the result 
could have gone cither way, NSW starting 
brilliantly in attack, but SA settling to create 
some great chances of their own. From the 
opening whistle, the good size crowd was 
treated to some magic action, NSW's Murray, 
Katrina Boyd and Joanne Peters all class, 
weaving a silky path toward goal. 

But against the run of play, it was Sharon 
Black who put SA into the lead in the 16th 
minute, Black put team-mate Kristy Moore 
through for a perfect chance on goal, but on the 
run the striker was felled from behind inside 
the box by rookie defender Rhian Davies. 
Black confidently put away the resultant 
penalty low inside the right post, 

‘Then from the very next play, NSW replied 
instantly to draw back level — pinpoint low 


Julie Murray: NSW's hero. 


Women’s Soccer Victoria Inc. 


Are seeking expressions of interest for the following positions: 
SENIOR/YOUTH/JUNIOR 


HEAD COACHES 
ASS. COACHES 
TEAM MANAGERS 


SPORTS TRAINERS 
REGIONAL COACHES: FOR ALL FOUR REGIONS 


Expressions of interest close 13/3/98 and should be posted to: 


Women’s Soccer Victoria 
c/o 75 Carlton Road, Dandenong North 
Melbourne, Victoria 3175 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 3, 1998 


INT FR 


Twenty-six-year-old international 
midfielder Black is renowned for her ability to 
create goals from nothing, mostly spectacular 
long range efforts, and when the chips are 
down, can turn a game around almost 
singlehandedly, such is her influence on the 
game. 

Black scored in every match for the first six 
games of the season, and with a total of eight, 
also came second in the goalscorers’ award. 
Along with her lethal shooting boot, Black’s 
close ball skills, vision and distribution see her 
set up many more scoring chances for her 
teammates. 

“Receiving this award is an honour, but I 
suppose it hasn’t really sunk in yet,” said 
Black. “I'm probably thinking more about our 
game at the moment.” She went on to say she 
was not happy with her consistency over the 
season, a view reflected in the points tally, 
votes for which were cast after each match by 
national coach Greg Brown, a media 


SA HALT VIC’S RUN 

Preliminary Final ~ SA SPORTS INSTITUTE 
2 (Kristy Moore 26, Sharon Black 40) ITC 
VICTORIA 1 (Daniela Digiammarco 66). 

South Australia eamed a second crack at NSW in 
the Grand Final after their solid 2-1 victory over 
rivals Victoria in Saturday night's preliminary final. 

The result brought to an end Victoria's gutsy 
campaign, who, with a late surge came from last 
position toa place in the finals, along the way 
recording upset wins over SA in their last two 
meetings. 

But SA proved too strong in the crunch match, 
creating the more dangerous opportunities and 
combining better as a unit. 

With tensions high in the do-or-die clash, SA 
pushed forward at every opportunity, with Victoria 
as threatening as ever from the dead ball situation, 

Kristy Moore took the lead for SA in the 26th 
minute after some good lead-up work from Tal Karp 
and Sharon Black who switched the ball out to the 
right. Felicity Forby provided the cross finding 
Moore at the near post, and her first-time strike from 
six metres found the back of the net. 

Denied a clear path to goal, Victoria resorted to 
long-range efforts, but without success. 

Five minutes before the break, the enigmatic she 
doubled SA's lead with an incredible long range 
effort. With the ball at her feet on the left touchline 
35 metres out from goal, Black 
launched a massive ball at goal 
which sailed over the keeper and just 
under the crossbar into the top 
comer of the net. 

In the second-half, SA continued 
to control proceedings. The 
Victorians never gave up, although it 
was clear they lacked the edge 
displayed in recent big wins. Then a 
goal to reduce the deficit to one 
brought them back into the game. 
Louisa Bisby's comer kick from the 
right picked out Daniela 
Digiammarco unmarked left of goal, 
her fantastic low drive finding the 
target inside the far post. Great 
strike in the 66th minute to set up a 
tension-filled finish. 

SA's Natalie Thomas was 
unlucky not to get on the 
scoreboard, before Victoria caused 
shockwaves in the SA defence. A 23 
metre shot from midfielder Leanne 
Hamilton was goalbound before 
keeper Leanne Trimboli made a 
brilliant flying save to tip the ball 
over the crossbar. Two minutes 
later, Trimboli was again SA’s 
saviour, thwarting a Bisby long 
range attempt. 

After the scare, SA were not 
about to fall victim to the Vies once 


Goach. 


representative and the referee. 

The award caps off a fine twelve months for 
Black, who has also been named in every 
Australia team selection spanning four 
tournaments, including the European tour after 
which she was voted “Best Player’ by her team- 
mates. 

Receiving the award for Top Goalscorer was 
NSW’s dynamic Katrina Boyd with nine goals 
from the nine preliminary round matches. 

A special presentation was also made to 
NSW's Anissa Tann-Darby, in recognition of 
her becoming the first female to achieve 50 
international caps for Australia, 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

SHARON BLACK SA 3B 
Katrina Boyd = NSW 32 
Lisa Casagrande ACT 32 
Kim Revell Qp 4 


again, and held out until the final whistle. 

SASI: Trimboli, Hollands, Morris, Winn, Forby, 
Karp, Prince, Black, Morrison (Trubee 81), Moore 
(Halfpenny 80), Thomas (Ruotolo 90). 

ITC VICTORIA: Bracken, Zacharopoulos, 
Walker (Carey 58), Digiammarco, McEvoy, 
Barbieri, Hamilton, Bisby, Terek (Nolan 80), 
Fitzgerald (Kilpatrick 55), Cosic (Rea 75), 


AIS SELECTIONS 
In the next week, National Coach Greg Brown 
will announce his Australian Squad, twenty of whom 
will be awarded full-time scholarships at the AIS in 
Canberra, where they will enter a new cra of 
centralised training in preparation for the World Cup 
and Olympic Games, 


BATHURST ACTION 

WSL and local teams from all over NSW will 
converge on the state's western city of Bathurst for 
the annual Mitchell Cup and Mitchell Shield this 
weekend. 

Ten WSL standard teams, including defending 
champions Sydney United and last year’s WSL. 
champions Marconi, will contest the Cup. A record 
17 local senior sides have entered for the Shield, 
representing all points of Sydney as well as many 
country areas. 


AUSTRALIAN 
WOMEN’S SOCCER 
ASSOCIATION 


ASSISTANT NATIONAL 


COACH 


‘The Australian Women's Soccer Association is seeking applications 
{rom suitably qualified persons to the position of Assistant National 


‘The successful candidate wil have experience and proven success at 
the elite level. 


‘A contract up to the 2000 Olympic Games and an attractive sala 
package and conditions will be negotiated. The position is ful 

based in Canberra, as part of the AIS Women's Soccer Scholarship 
Program and will commence in early June, 


Further information including the selection criterion may be obtained 
‘on 02 6281 7999. Applications addressing the selection criterion must 
be forwarded to 


Chief Exective 
AWSA 
Football House 
Unit 2/3 Phipps Close 
DEAKIN ACT 2600 


Applications close on Monday 16 March 1998. 


‘This position is supported by the 
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Chelsea 2782229 6 1 83021 45 SheffUd 331240 30123 9 5024 
ENGLGND Derby 28103 1 28 8 3 3 8 16 26 45 Bham M7640 7 5S 52515 
Leicester 2857 3 16 11 5 3 51817 40 Ipswich 3484 4 3016 5 9 42521 
Leeds 27535 1715 6 3 5 1815 39 Stockport 35115 1 36 15 4 1 1318 33 
PREMIER LEAGUE ‘WestHam 269 1 1 26 8 3 2 1012 28 39 Wolves §$33104 3 3017 5 2 9:13:18 
Coventy 28671 214 428142139 WBA 35846 118 6 4 71718 
Soon 28815 316 3.3 8112137 Brdfod 36972 215 3 5 10153 
Aston Villa 2 Liverpool 1 “Newcastle 276 4.5 1616 3 3 6101534 Crewe 35729 02% 7 2 8423 
Collymore 10,65 Owen 6p SWed 28:74 4 25 2 2 3 8163234 — Swindon 3593 5 2519 4 4 1011 31 
Barnsley 2 Wimbledon 1 AVilla = 2863 5 19 19 3 3.81120 33 Norwich 3576 5 16 20 4 4 91732 
Fjortot 25,63, Buell 71 Wim'don 254.36 1417 4.5 4141332 Oxford «3484 4 23:15 3 3 122035 
Blackburn 5S Lelcester 3 Everton 28,S)R(57 18°18 QIG\TN4-22 30 PR 35.774 21:17 2 6 91633 
Dablin 11 ‘Wilson 68 Torham 286 4 4 1516 2 2'\O11 27-30 Reading 34747 2524 35 81027 
Sutton 25,45,47 Iazet 80 Bamsley 27535 1623 2.1118 4025 Bury 35495 1619 3 8 61723 
Hendry 63 Ullathorne 81 Bolton 2738213 1 49123024 Tranmere 3466 5 2117 3 4 1015.25 
Chelsea 0 Man Utd 1 CPalce 2704.9 7 26.5 4 51415 23 ManCity 3554 9 2220 4 5 81621 
PNeville 31 Prmowth 346738 327 3 3 ISD 
C Palace 0 Coventry 3 Hud'sfield 35.6 47 20.20 3 5 101633 
Teter DIVISION ONE Sue 357228 3 6 81221 
Moldovan 40 Bury 1 ‘Swindon 0 PomVale 345 5 7 2020 4 2 111932 
Dublin 77 ‘Charlton t Huddersfield 0 
Derby Cty 3 Sheff Wed 0 Crewe 1 Reading 0 DIVISION Two 
Wanchope 3,49 Man City 1 WBA 0 > 
Rowett 67 Norwich 0 QPR ee es 
Boumemouth 0 Preston 
Everton 0 Newcastle Utd = 0 Oxford Utd 3 ‘Stockport 0 Brentford { York City 
Leeds Utd 0 Southampton 1 Portsmouth 1 Tranmere oe oo. 
Si Bristol C 1 Southend 
‘Hirst 54 Sheff Utd 2 Bradford 1 Carlisle a Burley 
Tottenham 1 Bolton 0 ‘Sunderland 2 Ipswich iz m 
Nielsen 45 Wolves eee Samay eee es fae 
a Oldham 1 Millwall 
Plymouth 0 Luton 
PWDLFAWODLF APs PWDLFAWODLF APs Watford 3 Bristol R 
ManUid 28112 1 35 6 7 3 42213 59 Midboro 33.123 2 32 10 8 S 323 17 68 Wigan 2 Chesterfield 
B'bum: 19323518 4 6 31415 48 NForest 33122 2 3616 7 6 41613 65 Wrexham 2 Walsall 
‘Arsenal 25102 2 29.9 3 6 21617 47 Sunderland 33.9 5 2 33.15 9 3 52621 62 — Wycombe 1 Gillingham 
Liverpool 28 2429 14 G@S"17 14 47 Charhton $4114 1 3114 6 4 8 26 29 59 


FARE TO EUROPE 
MARCH 1 - MAY 31 
$1,550 RETURN (ewus taxes) 


TICKETS MUST BE BOUGHT BEFORE MARCH 31 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


eS 


I660 5736 


VERRRSRSSSERSSS 


PWDL 
Watford 3410.4 2 
Bristol 35 133 2 
Norh'ton 35 124 2 
Grimsby 32.9.5 2 
BristolR 34.91 6 
Fulham 34.9 6 2 
Gillingham 34.9 5 3 
Wresham 33 8 6 2 
Oldham 34115 1 
B'mouh 34 9 6 3 
Chest’ 35.9 6 2 
Blackpool 35.105 3 
Yok 4935 
Wycombe 35 8 7 2 
Millwall 33.5 6 6 
Wigan 33.745 
Preston 4647 
Walsall 3276 3 
Luton 445 9 
Carlisle 3465 6 
Plymouth 34.6.5 6 
Bumkey 346 8 3 
Southend 357.6 5 

755 


Brentford 35 


DIVISIO 


Bamet 
Brighton 
‘Cambridge 
Darlington 
Hartlepool 
Macclesfield 
Rotherham 
Scarborough 
Scunthorpe 
Swansea 


eannse 


WU RUN REMADE OER EE AUNED 


af 
iy 
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Lincoln 34 
Colchester 35 
Chester 35 
Leyton 34 
Exeter 35 
Hanlepool 35 
Mansfield 35 
Se'thorpe 34 
Darlington 34 
Cambridge 35 
Cardiff 35 
Shrewsbury 33 
Rochdale 35 
Swansea 35 
Hull = 35 
Brighton 35 
Doncaster 35 
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2B 
18 
2B 
18 
20 
By 
1 
%6 
25 
B 
%6 


F 
28 
4 
2 
30 
37 
31 
3 
2 
29 
2 
30 
7 
30 
ef] 
2 
0 
29 
19 
2B 
27 
18 
2» 
16 
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D 
6 
5 
9 
4 
1 

3 

4 
5 
8 
4 
8 

2 

10 


6 
3 
3 
5 
3 
6 
6 
2 
1 
8 


BSESsSRVRseeRa 
Ree Rea ee 


8 


eee asesessshaness 


16 32 


13.15 31 
1413 41 
10.8 34 


THREE 


Shrewsbury 
Chester 
Mansfield 
Rochdale 
Doncaster 
Notts Cty 
Leyton Orient 
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28 
7 


Hull 


Cardiff City 
Exeter 

Lincoln 
Peterborough 


D 
4 
6 
1 
4 
5 
7 
8 
6 
s 
2 
5 
5 
1 
4 
3 
4 
9 
9 
8 
1 
1 
I 
4 
4 


1022 32 
8 16 18 
123 6 
8 16 24 
1014 22 
820233 
1212 36 
8 16 25, 
518 2 
7:19 % 
151133 
1220 35 
16 15 39 
1013 24 
1313-49 


SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen 
Dunfermline 
Hibernian 


Rangers 
Albertz 40,90 


St Johnstone 


0 
P 
0 


2 


(Scorers’ info not available) 


PWD 
Coie 27101 
Heats 279 2 
Rangers 2710 4 
Kilmamock27 6 3 
‘StJohnstone27 53 
Dundee Ud27 5 5 
Aberdeen 27 5 $ 
Motherwell 26 43-6 
Dunfermline26 3 6 4 
Hibemian 27 4 3 7 


RuUaronne 


Kilmarnock 
Motherwell 


MoCann 31 
Hamilton 76 
Dundee Utd 


NH bvunees 


sen 


eda QeEue 
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__ DIVISION ONE 


P Falkirk 
Ayr United 2 Partick: 
Dundee 1 StMiren 
Hamilton P Raith 
Stirling Alb 2 Morton 
PWDLFAWDLFA 
Dundee 2765 3 15 8 103 0277 
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2B 
20 
20 
2 
18 
16 
2 
21 
8 


16 
6 
B 
B 
15 
20 
a 
2B 
28 


DIVISION TWO 


Falkirk 26 
Raith 25 
Airdrie 25 
Hamilton 25 
‘StMiren 26 
Monon 27 
Ayr oT 
Panick 27 
Stirling 26 
East Fife 
Forfar 
Livingston 
a = 
‘Stranraer 

P 
Clydebank 26 
Livingston 24 
Qusth 25 
Forfar 3s 
Stranraer 25 
East Fife 26 
Sten'emuir 26 
IC Thistle 24 
Clyde 26 
Brechin 25 
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DIVISION THREE 


Berwick 
Dumbarton 
East Stsling 
Montrose 


Alloa 
Arbroath 

E Stirling 
Ross Cly 
Albion 
Berwick 
Montrose 
Queens Pk 
Cdenbeath 
Dumbarton 


Pp 
25 
25 
25 
3 
8 
25 
25 
25 
6 
6 
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0 
Pp 
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4 
26 
2 
9 
18 
"7 
2 
10 
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16 
B 
B 
2 
2t 
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BELGIUM 


Antwerp. 
Lommel 
Aalst 
Anderlectt 


Germinal Ekeren 


Westeslo 


Sint-Truiden 


Beveren 


Bruges 
Genk 
Exkeren 
Harelbeke 
‘Anderlecht 
Lokeren 
Lierse 
Lommel 
Ghent 
Westesto 
Charleroi 
Standard 
Si-Triden 
Aalst 
Mouscron 
Beveren 
Molenbeek 
‘Antwerp 


aR 


0 


4 
4 
mu 
4 
ry 


2 

Lageed 2 
Mindost 127 2 
Rijeka 0 
Postponed (playing Monday) 
Hiv. Dragovoljac v 
Slaven Belupo v 
PW 

Croatia 19 14 
Zagreb 19 
Hiajduk 8 
Dragovoljac 1B 9 
Osijek 18 8 
Zadarkomere 197 
Rijeka 194 
Mladost 127 19 6 
Varieks 19 5 
Slaven Belupo 18-5 
Samobor 19 5 
Sibenike 9 4 


Harelbeke 
Standard 
Mouseron 
Charleroi 


LFA Pts 
0 5817 63 
5 5229 49 
6 4632 44 
4 4223 42 
7 3728 39 
12 4651 34 
8 3531 33 
9 3736 33 
7 353431 
8 3738 30 
11 35.46 29 
9 34.34 29 
9 2327 29 
11 35.42 27 
M2737 25 
12 2239 20 
15 27 61 19 
16 25.48 14 
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OATIA 


Croatia 
‘Varteks 
Sibenik 
Samobor 


Hajduk 
Osijek 


4 28 1436 
§ 271531 
6 26 2128 
10 23-2323 
$ 18 2222 
9 14 1922 
9 21 2920 
9 16 33:19 
1173217 
13 16 3514 
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FRANCE 


French Cup third round results 
Monaco 2 Marseille 
Pau (lV) 0 Paris'St Germain 
Cannes 0 Mulhouse (1) 
Sochaux (I) 2 Caen (It) 


(Caen win 6-5 on pens) 


B M'ladbach 0 atl 
‘VEL Wolfsburg 0 ‘VfL Bochum 
Hamburg SV 1 Schalke 04 
Bayer Munich 0 Cologne 
B Leverkusen 0 Arminia Bielefeld 
MSV Duisburg 0 TSV 1860 Munich 
Kaiserslautern 0 Karlsruhe 
B Dortmund 2 Werder Bremen 
PW Le F 
Kaiserslautern 4 6 5 3 47 
B Munich mus Ss M9 
Leyerkusen “au 9 4 49 
Schalke 04 4 9 1 4 7 
Stuttgart 4 077 @ 
‘Hansa Rostock B Ww 4 9 35 
Duisburg 49 6 9 B 
Werder B M9 6 9 Bt 
Dortmund wk 8 8 4 
Hert Berlin Bos 9 DB 
Wolfsburg MBS DB 
Bochom 4 8 5 nN 3 
Cologne 4 8 3 1 9 
Karlsruhe 4 6 8 10 3 
Hamburg MoT UM BD 
1860 Munich 4 6 7 ® 
A Bielefeld MoT 3 1 2 
BM'bach 4 5 8 WW 
Apollon Athens 0 Veria 
OF! Iraklion 0 Tonikos Piraeus 
Paniliakos Pirgos 1 Athinaikos 
Panionios Athens 5 Bthnikos Piraeus: 
PAOK 2 Kavala 
Xanthi 0 Iraklis 
Panithaiki 1 Kalamata 
Panathinaikos 


FW) be 
Olympiakos Bw 13 9 
‘Panathinaikos Mop t— 4 
‘AEK Meo Se 
PAOK MMW 6 4 2 
Tonikos “ww 6 4 37 
Iraklis: “4 3b 6 5S 36 
ort 4 03 2 
Xanthi PARES A510) 30: 
Panionios 493 2 2 
Apollon 8 BS) UW 28, 
Paniliakos 8 Ni, Bog DRE 
Veria “714 2B 2 
Panabaiki 4 72°15 2 
Kalamata M5 6B B 
Proodefiki BS 4M 2 
Ethnikos el 2 eae 
Kavala B'S © 155 
Athinaikos 4 4 5 18 15 
Groningen 1 Sparta 
Volendam 4 Willem I 
Unecht 1 NACBreda 
Feyenoord 2 Heerenveen 
Ajax 3 Nijmegen 
Maastricht 2 Twente Enschede 
Graafschap 1 Forum 
Waalwijk 0 Vitesse 

PWODL 
Ajax Bm 2 1 
Eindhoven BENTO SS I 
Heerenveen gaiiesie'§ 20'S 
Vitesse BOIL6. 5 
Feyenoord B 2 6 5 
Willem IL 3 0 3 10 
Fortuna. 2103-10 
Breda B 9 4 
Sparta yeti (made BE 
Granfschap 4 7 7 «10 
T Enschede 2226, 9 2F 
Utrecht s- 3 
Roda se 75 
Nijmegen 81 
Groningen 5 8 i 
‘Maastricht 6 4 2B 


2 
5 


Waalwijk 2m 46 2 6 47 Sporting i ame EN a fi ke 
Volendam B35 4 19 61 14 Maritimo BW Ss 8 Nw 35 
Rio Ave B97 7 HN ® ¥ 
ITALY Boayista Be Wes «Mirae 
‘sulla wastes 9 Salgueires Pe Ly teanaieans 
roe Seeger 0 Lea B94 0 Bw H 
Iter Milan 2 Napoli 0 Farense B 6 nN 6 H RY 
‘AS Roma ‘4 Fowetina 1 Braga De 6592 07 3142927 
Cia 1 ~ ‘Sengdeds 9 Camp'rense B 7 6 1 2 39 27 
Bologna (fee 2 Academica B59 9 BR 2 
Ieee 0 ACMilen 0 Varzim B59 9 2 am 
Empoli 1 Udinese 0 ‘Setubal 5 ime Names Maid | is i ee 
Via Bees 1 Chaves B53 1 M 8 18 
PWDUL Fr Ave Belenenses 2 2 7 te OR 5" 3) 
Juventus BI 6 2 % 9 SI 
Inter Bw Ss 4 4 0 47 SPAIN 
Lazio 23; MASRUGIC) AT EMON IT "AS er oe 2 
a ic Bilbao 2 Sporting Gijon 2 
Usinese B26 S$ 3 2B 2 : - 
Celta Vigo 2 Deponivo Coruna 1 
oe Be Mt 4 Bosse aigices 2 Tenerife 1 
Fiorentina 3 1008 S 4 6 B Real 
‘Zaragoza 1 ‘Salamanca 1 
Parma B08 5 7 WM : : 
: Merida 3 Real Sociedad 1 
AC Milan Te Nt iit Fie ii Pa | Cony ef 
" spostela 2 Real Betis 3 
Sampdoria Bo7 7 9 39 3 : 
Espanyol 2 Alletioo Madrid 2 
Bobet ia gb S33) 2 Real Maced 2 Mallorca 0 
Vicenza BTSs Us 4 2% 
— Beieeas Py pam 
sisi! Real Madrid 7 4 8 5 4) 30 50 
Piacenza 33. Ay ALS Rigen lT? 27 eZ 
‘4 Barcelona B 8 4 6 2 35 #9 
ee Pa PS ae he a2). AS Se ara 7129 6 S35 45 
Atalanta 3 A. UDigs 19. 33 2h ie z 
R Sociedad aon S42 FT 4 
Lecce B34 6 6 2B : 
on Bahtadt Binal — Baste = celaigs 7 3B 5 9 38 32 44 
2s 2 10 Real Betis B12 7 7 BoM 4B 
PORTUGAL Mallorca nu 9 7 8 M2 
A Bilbao 7 0 6 MH 3 4 
Belenenses 0 Lea 1 Espanyol 79 2 6 M 2M 9 
Estrela Amadora 2 Campomaiorense 1 Valencia BOW SW Wess 
Varzim 1 Academica 1 Zaragora 79 9 9 7 4 % 
Maritimo 3 RioAve O Valladolid NW 5 2 % HW 35 
Porto 1 Vitoria Setubal Deportivo n » RB 
Boavista 2 Parense 2 Oviedo % nB 
Guimaraes S$ Chaves 1 Merida n 4031 
Salgueiros 0 Sporting Lisbon 2 ‘Santander 6 37 Ww 
POW A Tenerife 7 46 2 
Ponto 16 4 ‘Salamanca 2 uM ow 
Benfict 2 2% Compostela 1 400 
Guimaraes Q u Gijon a ois 
Estrela. 10 J 


“have to France with Marconi “havel and Yourney “havel ... 


NSW PH: (02) 9728 1900 


SA PH: (08) 3211 7866 


DATE MATCHES 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
27 JUNE 


12/6/98 
15/6/98 
16/6/98 
19/6/98 
2216/98 
23/6/98 
25/6/98 


PARAGUAY 
ENGLAND 
SCOTLAND 
SPAIN 
ENGLAND 
SCOTLAND: 


16 
NIGHTS HOLLAND 


® 


DEPART 
9. JUNE 


40 JUNE 
UNTIL 
13 JULY 


32 
NIGHTS 


MATCH ITINERARY. 


woRL) OUP FOOTB as 


FRANCE (8 


BULGARIA 
TUNISIA 
NORWAY 
PARAGUAY 
ROMANIA 
MOROCCO 
MEXICO. 


‘FIRST ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP - FOLLOWING ENGLAND & SCOTLAND 


PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

“RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

+7 FIRST ROUND TICKETS 

+16 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

‘TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS & 
STADIUMS BY LUXURY GOACH 

+ FULLY ESCORTED. 


PENPERCON suPERIOR 
‘TOURIST aust 

CATEGORY 3 $7,357.00 $7,997.00 

Single Supplement | §1/280.00 $1,920.00 


'FIRST & SECOND ROUND' 


‘AS PER FIRST ROUND MATCH ITINERARY 
FOLLOWED BY THE SECOND ROUND 


(TWIN SHARE) 

‘PAGKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

“RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES: 

“15 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, 3RD.& 4TH 
PLACE & FINAL 

+32 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 

{& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

FULLY ESCORTED. 


PACKAGE PRICE a 
PER PERSON SUPERIOR 
CATEGORYS | $14,123.00 $15.40300 

Single Supplement | $2,560.00 00 


® 


DEPART 
7 JULY 


JULY 
UNTIL 
15 JULY 


MATCHES 


SEMIFINAL 
FINAL 


iT 
NIGHTS 


'FINAL' CHAMPIONSHIP 


PLACE 


PARIS-S.D. 
SR4PLACEFINAL PARIS-PDP. 
PARIS-SD. 


‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

* RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

«3 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, SAD & 4TH 
PLACE & FINAL 

* NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

“TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 


PACKAGE PRICE 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
‘UNTIL 
13 JULY 


32 
NIGHTS: 


world 
F 


‘FIRST ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP 
- FOLLOWING ITALY 


DATE MATCHES 
1688 TTALY 

19698 SOUTHKOREA 
1898 YUGOSLAVIA 
171688 ITALY 

2vess “USA 

zaiee8 ITALY 

25886 GERMANY 


CHILE 
MEXICO 
IRAN 
CAMEROON 
IRAN 
AUSTRIA 
IRAN 


O0TBaL 
i 


‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 


‘RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

*7 FIRST ROUND TICKETS 

* 18 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION. 

“TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS & 
STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH. 

"FULLY ESCORTED. 


PACKAGE PRICE 
PER PERSON 
(TWIN SHARE) 


‘FIRST & SECOND ROUND’ 


AS PER FIRST ROUND MATCH ITINERARY 
FOLLOWED BY THE SECOND ROUND 
MATCH ITINERARY. 


‘SECOND ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP 


MATCHES: PLACE 
SECONDROUND — MARSEILLE 
‘SECOND ROUND — MONTPELLIER 
SECONDROUND ST. ETTIENNE 
(QUARTER FINAL 
QUARTER FINAL, 
‘SEMI FINAL 

‘98 4PLACE FINAL 
FINAL 


LYON 


‘RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

+ 45 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, 32D & 4TH 
PLACE & FINAL 

*# S2NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

“TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS: 
‘A'STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 


PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 
* RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 
‘8 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 3 SECOND ROUND, 
2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMIFINAL, 3AD.& 4TH PLACE & 
FINAL, 
“16 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 
‘TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
{2 STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 
FULLY ESCORTED. 


‘All packages are based ex Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane. Applicable addons for other capital cities. First Class, Business 
lass and Round World options are available. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates. 


‘Al packages are based ex Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane. Applicable addons for other capital cies. First Class, Business. 
Class and Round World options are available. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates, 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


MIXED FORTUNES IN OH WHAT A FEELING ... 
WARM-UPS PENAROL! 


ARGENTINA WIN, BUT MEXICANS BOMB OUT 


rgentina started its build up 

A preparation for the World Cup 

with a well deserved 2-1 victory 

over Romania in a friendly 

international played at the ‘Malvinas 

‘Argentinas’ stadium, in front of 25,000 
spectators. 

Defender Vivas opened the account 
with a header, after only nine minutes, 
while Napoli’s sweeper Roberto Ayala 
added the second, also with a header, in 
the 49th, Romanian striker Nicolescu 
pulled one back in the 81st. 

The Argentines, without some of their 
big names like Gabriel Batistuta, Javier 
Zanetti, Roberto Sensini and regular 
keeper Carlos Roa, satisfied the fans with 
a solid display, despite missing several 
chances in front of the Romanian goal. 
Remarkably, the two local goals were 


i el 


is ait 


Ortega: in action against 
Romania at USA 94. 


netted by defenders, while striker Marcelo 
Gallardo, whu was replaced in the 73rd 
minute by Marcelo Delgado — who could 
be transferred in the next few days to 


KLUIVERT SINKS MEXICO 


olland defeated Mexico 3-2 in a 
friendly international played in 
Miami in front of 10,000 spectators, 

Tt was preparation for both teams who 
will have to face each other in the first 
round of France 98 on June 25 at the 
Saint Etienne stadium. Holland and 
Mexico are in Group E. 

Striker Patrick Kluivert scored twice in 
the space of two minutes (17th and 19th), 
while midfielder Wim Jonk added the 
third in the 20th . For the Mexicans, sub 
Francisco Palencia netted in the 65th and 
midfielder Alberto Garcia Aspe, in the 
‘75th, with a penalty. 

The Netherlands clearly dominated the 
first-half against a Mexican team that 
couldn’t stop the powerful and skilful 
Dutch. 

However, in the second period, the 
Mexican coach introduced two changes, 


ARGENTINE CLUB WRAP 


[rteenciene and Velez Sarsfield 
re the leaders of the Argentine 
league first phase after two rounds, 
Independiente defeated Huracan 1-0 
with a goal scored by defender Arzeno. 
Menawhile, Velez Sarsfield beat 
Gimnasia y Tiroof Salta away, with 
goals from striker Martin Posse. 
Defending champion River Plate, 
without star striker Marcelo Salas, 
managed a 2-2 draw with Rosario 
Central in Rosario. Juan Sorin and 
attacking mindielder Pablo Aimar, who 
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English premier League club Arsenal for 
a reported $16 million — couldn’t do a 
thing right, and his fellow striker, Parma’s 
star Hernan Crespo, missed three clear 
chances. 

The Romanians, with several reserves, 
couldn’t match the Argentines, giving the 
ball away with incredible ease in a poor 
overall display for them. 

Defender Ayala and midfielder 
Leonardo Astrada were the best players in 
Daniel Passarella’s squad. 


ARGENTINA: Burgos, Diaz, 
Ayala, Vivas, Chamot, Simeone, 
Astrada (73 Zapata), Veron, Gallardo 
(73 Delgado), Ortega, Crespo. 


ROMANIA; Prunea (83 Lucescu), 
Carabas, Matei, Popa, Nanu, 


Marineseu (82 Aximia), Lupu, Tulca, 
Iftodi (53 Florea), Lacatus (61 Pancu), 
Nicolescu. 


oe. : 
Gallardo: missed many chances 
in the Romania friendly 


‘one in defence ( Zarate for Mercado) and 
one up front ( Palencia for Lozano ), and 
the Mexicans started to improve and 
create several chances. 

In the 63rd minute Palencia combined 
with Blanco and Abundis to score the first 
for Mexico, and in the 73rd Blanco, their 
best striker, was brought down inside the 
box by Numan, and Garcia Aspé 
converted for a final scoreline of 3-2. 


HOLLAND: Ed de Goey, Aron 
Winter, Winston Bogarde (58 Ernest 
Faber), Frank de Boer, Arthur Numan, 
Clarence Seedorf, Wim Wonk (46 
Michael Reiziger) Phillip Cocu, Ronald 
de Boer (46 Mare Overmars), Patrick 
Kluivert, Michael Mols (46 Pierre van 
Hooijdonk) 


won the U/20 World Cup in Malaysia, 
scored for the ‘Millionaires’ while 
Carbonari netted twice for the home team. 

The derby between Racing Club and 
San Lorenzo ended in a 2-1 victory in 
favour of Racing. Newcomers Pablo 
Bezombe and Martin Perezlindo scored 
while Croatian youngster Mirco Saric 
pulled one back for San Lorenzo. 

Boca Juniors was thrashed 4-0 by 
Platense. Boca’s former star,Claudio 
Caniggia, was sent-off in the 90th minute 
and Hanuch (2) Godoy and Sponton 


Use champion Penarol started 
its 1998 Toyota Libertadores Cup 
campaign with a 2-1 victory over 
arch-rival Nacional in the opening match of 
the first qualifying round, played at 
Maldonado’s stadium in front of a capacity 
crowd of 25,000, 

Penarol and Nacional are in Group Four 
with Bolivian clubs Bolivar and Oriente 
Petrolero. 

Pablo Begoechea opened the score in the 
first-half for Penarol, while Barillo Gonzalez 
added the second for them. Nacional, with 
practically a new team, pulled one back 
through Jorge Ramirez. 

Penarol, who won the Libertadores Cup five 
times (60, 61, 66, 82 and 87), was without its 
two new signings, former Uruguayan 
international defender Jose Herrera and 
midfielder Dorta. 

Herrera played last season for Argentine 
club Newell’s Old Boys while Dorta was with 
Independiente for almost two seasons. 

Penarol was a more solid unit and 
dominated the first-half, and Nacional lacked 


least a draw. In the second-half we played 
better and had several chances. We have 4 new 
team and we only can improve from now on, 
I'm sure we can reach the Finals after the 
World Cup,” concluded the losing side’s 
coach, 


The other groups in the Toyota 
Libertadores Cup (Group Four teams see 
story) are: 


Group 1: America and Bucaramanga 
(Colombia) and Barcelona and Deportivo 
Quito (Ecuador) 


Group 2: Vasco da Gama and Gremio 
(Brazil), and Caracas and Atletico Zulia 
(Venezuela), 


Group 3: Universidad Catolica and Colo 
Colo (Chile), and Olimpia and Cerro Porteno 
(Paraguay), 


Group 5: River Plate and Colon of Santa Fe 
(Argerntina), and Alianza Lima and Sporting 
Cristal). 


Chamot: played at the back for 
Argentina in the 2-1 win. 


cohesion but tried hard to break through. 
Penarol’s coach Gregorio Perez said after 


the match that “we played better and deserved 
the victory. With Herrera and Dorta we will be 
a stronger team and we may be able to progress 
to the Finals.” 

Hugo De Leon, Nacional’s new coach, felt 
aggrieved and claimed that “we deserved at 


“We had a good match, but we have to 
improve a lot if we want to be 
competitive. There are certain areas that 
failed to impress me against the 
Romanians, but we still have enough 
time to reach our best,” said the Argentine 
coach. 

“Despite Crespo and Gallardo missing 
so many chances, I think they linked well 
and once they put those chances away 
they will grow in confidence. 

“They did not understand each other 
perfectly so there is room for 
improvement, and they will play together 
in the next internationals,” concluded a 
reasonably satisfied Passarella. 

With a victory over Yugoslavia as well 
the preparations for France 98 are on 
track for the moment in the Argentine 
camp. 


above sea level. 


COLOMBIA 


Atletico Nacional of 
Medellin is the leader of the 
Colombian First Division 
championship after the sixth 
round was completed. 
Nacional defeated Deportes 
Tolima, 1-0, while second 
placed Huila now share top 
spot with Nacional, who lost 
2-1 with Atletico Medellin. 


MEXICO: Ricardo Martinez, Hector 
Lopez, Sigifredo Mercado (63 Noe 
Zarate), Francisco de Anda, Isaac 
Terrazas, German Villa, Marcelino 
Bernal, Alberto Garcia Aspe, Cautemoc 


SOUTH AMERICAN LEAGUES: RESULTS 
AND TABLES 


Pasco stadium, in the rarified 
atmosphere of 4,200 metres 


PERU] 


‘The second qualifying round is on 15 and 29 
April, while the quarter-finals will be held 
between 6 and 25 of May and the semi-finals 
are between 16 and 22 July. 

The final will be a two-leg affair on 
August 12 and 26, 


Group 2 

Wanderers 1 Universidad 
de Chile 1 

Rangers 1 Colo Colo 0 


Group 3 

Palestino 1 Universidad 
Catolica 4 

Audax 
Concepcion 1 


Italiano 2 


Group 4 
Puerto M. 0 Huachipato 1 
Temuco | Osorno 0 


Standings 
Group 1: 


Coquimbo Unido and 
Iquique 6, Cobreloa 4, La 


Results: Universitario 3 
Sport Boys 3, Municipal 1 
Aurich 0, Melgar 2 Lawn 
Tennis 1, Cienciano 1 


Blanco, Javier Lozano (63 Francisco Alianza Atletico 0. Serena 1. 
Palencia), Jose Manuel Abundis. 
Standings: — Sporting Group 2: 
Cristal 6, Universitario 4; Rangers 6, U, de Chile and 
Lawn Tennis, Alianza Lima, Wanderers 4, Colo Colo 0. 


Standings: Nacional 16 
points; Huila 13; America 12; 
Caldas, Santa Fe and Quindio 
11; Cali 10; Medellin, Junior 
and Tolima 9; Envigado and 
Bucaramanga 8; Tulua and 
Magdalena 5; Millonarios 4, 
Unicosta 0. 


scored for Platense to complete what was 
an awful day for Boca Juniors. 


the Copa Chile, 
OTHER RESULTS a Seales 
Sporting Peru maintained Gi 1 
Union 2 Newell’s Old Boys 3, | their lead in the Peruvian a 


Depoprtivo Espanol 2 Gimnasia of | league after its 2-1 victory 


CHILE 


Universidad Catolica, 
playing with its youth team, 
thrashed Palestino 4-1 while 
defending champion, Colo 
Colo, also playing with its 
youth squad, lost 1-0 against 
Rangers in the third round of 


Iquique 2 Coquimbo Unido 
0 


Pesquero, Muhnicipal, Sport 


Results:  Tulua 4 B Cienci Uni 
Millonarios 2, Quindio 4 Boys, Cienciano, Union 
Unicosta 2, Santa Fe 4 Caldas Minas and Melgar 3; Aurich 
2, America 3 Magdalena 0, ad Alianza Atletico 0. 
Bucaramanga 4 Envigado 3, 


Group 3: 

Audax Italiano 9, Catolica 
6, Concepcion and Palestino 
2 


Sunuy 3, Ferro Carril Oeste 2 Colon 2, | over Deportivo Pesquero. a Group 4: 
Lanus 1 Argentinos Juniors 1. Meanwhile the defending Cobteloa I La Serena Puerto Mont and Temunco 
champion, Alianza Lima, 6, Osorno and Huachipato 3. 


For Colombian, Peruvian and 
Chilean clubs, see story right. 


went — 1-0 down against 
Union Minas at Mina’s Cerro 
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LAZIO’S SUPERB 
FORM 


lhe in-form team of the Serie A is 

without doubt Lazio. Their rise up 
the table, now standing equal second, is 
nothing short of extraordinary. 

While all the focus has centred on 
Juventus and Inter, as they dual for top 
spot, Lazio were quietly winning and 
have now added their name as possible 
championship contenders. 

The club has not won a ‘scudetto’ 
since 1974, and after a hot and cold start 
to the season, it didn’t look as though that 
would change in 1998, 


Alen Boksic 


Since their last loss, back in November 
to Juve, they have gone on to defeat 
Brescia, Vicenza, Lecce, Fiorentina, 
Bologna, AC Milan, Empoli, Bari and 
Inter, and also managed draws with 
Parma and Napoli. 

Lazio are not only in the running for 
the Serie A ‘scudetto’, they are also in the 
semi-final of the Italian Cup and quarter- 
final of the UEFA Cup, and while it 
remains unlikely, winning all three 
trophies might not be an impossible 
dream for the Roman team, 

Credit must be given where it’s due, 
and Swedish coach Sven Goran Eriksson 
must receive his share of that along with 
club president, the legendary Dino Zoff, 
and the chairman, Sergio Cragnotti, who 
‘was willing to part with Giuseppe Signori 
in mid-season, 

Signori was unhappy at spending 
increasing amounts of time on the bench 
because of the form of Croatia’s Boksic 
and the Yugoslav Jugovic, was 
commendable, along with their Italian 
quintet of Mancini, Nesta, Casiraghi, 
Fuser and Marchegiani. 

‘They are a formidable outfit indeed, 


EDMUNDO’S 
DUMMY SPIT 


razilian ace Edmundo, signed by 

Fiorentina back in November from 
Vasco Da Gama, has ‘done an 
Emerson’ and walked out on the club 
and gone back to Rio De Janeiro. 

A couple of weeks ago Edmundo 
issued an ultimatum to coach Alberto 
Malesani: “either play me or I'll go”. He 
is obviously a man of his word and the 
coach will not be dictated to. 

Fiorentina spent about $10 million 
when signing the player, but it appears to 
have been money down the drain. The 
Brazilian hardly ever played and has not 
stopped complaining since arriving in 
Teal 


He was recently spotted on TV 
participating in the Rio Carnival but 
refused to comment on his walkout, With 
this sort of attitude, it must be a relief for 
the Fiorentina fans now that he has gone. 

However, for club officials, it has left 
them with a bitter taste in their mouths. 


They have reported the incident to the 
Italian Federation and want disciplinary 


Toney 


Edmundo: ‘Done an Emerson’. 


action to be taken, The minimum they are 
asking for is a hefty fine, 

Personally, I would add a couple of 
months suspension, so that he can sort out 
his attitude problem because he obviously 
doesn’t realise — football is bigger than 
Edmundo.” 


BAGGIO TO 
BARCELONA? 


Or of the latest rumours to surface 

Italy is that of Roberto Baggio 
going to join the Catalan giants of 
Barcelona in Spain. [t has been no 
secret that he is unhappy at Bologna. 

The player, once called ‘the divine 
pony tail’ (and voted as the best looking 
player by Madonna at USA 94. Ed.) has 
been in superb form for the side and has 
almost single-handedly steered the team 
away from the relegation zone. 


Roberto Baggio: The 
Ponytai 


A short while ago, even though they 
appeared to haye patched things up, 
Baggio had a massive falling-out with 
coach Renzo Ulivieri. 

Baggio has previously been linked 
with clubs in the English Premier League 
and the J-League of Japan. 

Last July, Barcelona showed interest in 
Baggio and, therefore, this latest report 
comes as no surprise. He is still good 
enough to play for a leading European 
club. 

He turned 31 recently and still has the 
burning desire to play for Italy in this 
year’s World Cup Finals. On his day, 
there are few players in the world who 
can match Baggio. 

It’s to be hoped that national coach 
Cesare Maldini hasn’t forgotten this fact? 


‘Divine 


WHO WILL COACH 
WHERE? 


Ihe link between Italian coaches and 
Real Madrid continues! 

Last year it was Fabio Capello who 
coached the team to the championship 
before returning to AC Milan. 

Now, Marcello Lippi (Juventus) and 
Alberto Zaccheroni (Udinese) have been 
linked with the job after Arrigo Sacchi 
recently refused the advances of the 
Spanish club. 

Lippi has won everything and is one of 


Europe’s leading coaches and, could be 
looking for a new challenge, however, 
asking him to give up his well-paid and 
comfortable seat at Juve may prove too 
big an ask. 

‘As for Zaccheroni, it’s possibly a 
different story. He is in the midst of a 
dream run with Udinese that has, so far, 
lasted for two years, but surely cannot go 
on forever? Udinese, after all, are still a 
relatively small club on the Italian scene. 

The only catch for Zaccheroni is that at 
Udinese he is under no great pressure to 
win, Positive results are a real bonus with 
this side and would be the total opposite 
to bubbling cauldron of pressure in Spain. 


ITALIAN CUP 
RESULTS 


Pz and Lazio are now in prime 
Us 


josition to make the Final of the 
Italian Cup after positive away results 
in the first-leg of the semi-finals. 

Parma held AC Milan to a nil-all draw 
at the San Siro while Lazio defeated 
Juventus 1-0 at the Delle Alpi Stadium in 
Torin. 

To add insult to injury, Lazio’s scorer 
was former Juve player, and current 
Croatian international, Alen Boksic. 


EUROPEAN 
COMPETITION 
RESUMES 


lonight (Tuesday), heralds the 

return of the European club cup 
tournaments with the first-leg of the 
quarter-final games in the UEFA Cup. 

The Champions’ League returns 
tomorrow night and the Cup Winners Cup 
takes place on Thursday. 

Four Italian teams will be in the thick 
of the action: 

UEFA Cup - Inter host Schalke 04 
(Germany), in a replay of last years Final, 
and Lazio take on Auxerre (France), 

Champions League - Juventus play 
host to Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine), 

Cup Winners Cup - Vicenza travel to 
Roda JC (Holland). 

The return legs take place in two 
weeks time. 


ROUND 24 
PREVIEW 


his weekend will see a number of 

big games in the Serie A, some of 
which could have a huge bearing on the 
outcome of the championship. 

At the ‘Fruili’ Stadium in Udine, 
Udinese face Juventus, and at the 
“Tordini” Stadium it is Parma who tackle 
Inter. AC Milan are challenged by 
Sampdoria at the ‘San Siro’ and the 
Olympic Stadium plays host to the big 
Roman derby: Lazio and AS Roma. As 
they say, “All roads lead to Rome.” 


In Other Games: 
Bari v Empoli 
Brescia v Lecce 


Fiorentina v Piacenza 
Napoli v Bologna 
Vicenza v Atalanta 


reek News 


IS HE OR ISNT HE? 


The biggest story to break on the Greek 
scene during the week was the revelation by the 
Romanian FA that current AEK coach Dumitru 
Dumitriu had been on the short-list as a 
replacement for Anghel Iordanescu, as the next 
coach of the national team, after Iordanescu 
completes his duties at France 98 and takes up 
the reins as Greek national coach in the 
summer, 

Dumitriu (left) was quoted 
>) alternately as being “desperate” 

< for the national appointment as 

well as “being ecstatic at being 
\ | with AEK” — in any event, 
$ | with his contract ending in the 


(summer, any offer to 

Dumitriu by the Romanian 

i ? FA must he viewed as an 
© “imesistible templation.” 


a 2 With AEK’s slump to third 
N ’ place in recent weeks, the 
! 4. Publicly 


£ powers-that-be at AEK have 
i shown _ their 
dissatisfaction with the 
team’s progress, so a move back to Romania 
may have been the best option for “D.D.” But 
with Victor Piturca clinching the position it 
now seems that “D.D.” may be still moving — 
to parts unknown. 


FREE FALL 


It’s all over bar the shouting, An atmosphere 
of doom and gloom has definitely settled 
around the Nikos Goumbas Stadium with AEK 
coach, Dumitru Dumitriu, conceding publicly 
that his team has little chance of being crowned 
champions of Greece for the current season. 

After watching his star-studded team 
(including the returning Demis Nikolaidis) 
stutter and strain to achieve a 1-1 draw at 
Tonikos, the Romanian coach was left trying to 
explain his team’s fall from grace to fans and 
press alike. Following three wretched draws in 
consecutive games, the ‘Double Headed 
Eagles’ find themselves five points adrift of 
PAO and Olympiakos and rapidly heading to 
league oblivion. 

True, the club has been ravaged by injuries 
and transfer requests, but as quarter-finalists in 
the Cup Winners Cup, more is expected from a 
team that promised so much at the beginning of 
the season yet is failing to live up to either its 
reputation or its potential... 


€ 


Paya” | 


TOP SCORERS 

Hristo Waziecha continues to set the league 
on fire with his goals and his double at PAOK 
has underlined his ability and class. 

‘The season is almost two-thirds done and the 
man who has set the pace all along is almost 
certain to be around the league’s ‘Golden Boot’ 
yet again. 

The current top five scorers after 23 games 


are: 
23 — Hristo Waziecha (PAO) 
18 — Ilya Ivic (Olympiakos) 
16 — G.X. Georgiadis (PAO) 
14 — Demis Nikolaidis (AEK) 
12 — Kostas Frantzeskos (PAOK) 


Waziecha: leading scorer 
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KALAMATA SMILES 


Earlier in the season, Kalamata stunned the 
sporting world by introducing a Brazilian coach 
to Greek football. Zarzhinio, a contemporary of 
the incomparable Pele and a World Cup 
winner, was brought to the southern tip of 
Greece to help save the team from relegation, 

Four points adrift and looking certainties for 
the drop, Kalamata asked the Brazilian for a 
miracle — and to an extent their pleas have 
been answered. 

Four months down the track and Kalamata 
are now 14th in the division of 18 and three 
points clear of the relegation zone, but the 
Brazilian is gone, replaced by Babis Tannes. 
With 13 matches to go, the drop to Division 
Two is still possible but the team is playing 
with renewed confidence, as evidenced by their 
recent 3-1 hammering of Prodeftiki. 

There is stormy weather still ahead for the 
“Black Typhoon’ in the relegation dogfight but 
with Brazilian import Soares in fine form 
smiles are starting to appear again, and a region 
famed more for its olives than its soccer, may 
finally-have a team worth watching. 


IN BRIEF 

Although the ownership issue of Aris is still 
not settled and old friend, Michael Trohanas , 
curiously hiding from the public eye, the team 
continues to lead Division Two. With Ethnikos 
and Kavala looking likely for the drop from the 
top flight Aris is embroiled in a three-way 
struggle for supremacy in Division Two. Albeit 
with a game in hand, Aris has 42 points from 
20 matches, and leads Paneleysiakos and 
Ethnikos Asteras on goal-difference 
Edessaikos coach Nikos Alefantos has resigned 
after his team stumbled to a 1-2 loss at home 
recently and will he replaced by assistant Lakis 
Papaioannou .., Nikos Anastos has resigned as 
coach of Panaitolikos after his team suffered 
yet another loss at home, this time 2-0 against 
Drama and possible replacements are Nikos 
Kovis and Andrew Mihalopoulos ... FA head 
Alexi Krystallidis has visited FIFA president 
Havelange in Rio de Janeiro and spent an 
afternoon together discussing matter of “mutual 
concern” ... Ex AEK player, Ketsbaia is 
making the headlines in England after coming 
on as a second-half substitute and scoring the 
equaliser for Newcastle against Leeds .. 
Argentina have requested a friendly 
international as part of their lead-up preparation 
for the World Cup. The proposed date was 
Sunday, 19 April (Greek Easter Sunday) so an 
alternate date of Wednesday, 15 April has been 
suggested ... Trikala have been cleared of 
negligence after a lighting pylon burst into 
flames during the game against Aris 
Investigations revealed the fire was due to an 
“electrical faul/short circuit” ... Paneliakos 
have not received the player's card from Gabon 
for Roger and have requested a two month 
extension from the FA to allow his old club to 
complete the necessary paperwork for the 
player's move ... Peter Oforique of Ghana has 
failed to report back to Olympiakos after being 
released for national duty in the African 
Nations Cup and the club have no idea where to 
find him... 


GREEK CUP 


Results from the quarter-finals: 


Apollon Larisas y Iraklis 1-0 (1-4 agg) 
Kalamaria vy Panionios 0-2 (2-6 agg) 
Xanthiv PAOK 1-0 (1-2 agg) 
Panathinaikos v Aris 2-0 (3-1 agg) 


The semi-final draw of the Greek Cup is a 
follows and, pending any unexpected surprises 
Panathinaikos are expected to lift the cup, ana 
possibly even do the double (league and cup). 
‘The semi-final draw is: 
Panathinaikos y Panonios 


Iraklis y PAOK 
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gird & Wonderful 


nee more Matt Busby led his 

Manchester United side 

triumphantly to the Division One 
title. On the field was leader, and England 
left back, Roger Byrne, who was to tragically 
die in the Munich disaster, 

They finished eight points clear of 
Tottenham Hotspur, and, despite objections 
from the FA, Manchester United would play in 
Europe the following year as champions of 
England. Meanwhile Preston was back to its 
best as they finished equal on points with 
Spurs. 

In mid-table Birmingham and Chelsea 
finished dead even and at the bottom Charlton 
Won nine games all season to pick up just 22 
points to be relegated, along with Cardiff City 
‘who also went down, 

Two seasons prior Portsmouth and 
Sunderland finished in the top four, now they 
were fourth and third last respectively. Top 
goal scorer in Division One was G. Charles of 
Leeds United with 38 league goals. 

Division Two was also a fairly clear affair 
with Leicester City ending their campaign as 
champions, seven points clear of the other 
promoted side, second placed Nottingham 
Forest. 

Forest won their last game 4-2 away at Port 
Vale, meaning Liverpool’s 2-1 home win over 
Bristol City was not enough to overtake the 
midlands side. Blackburn also finished in the 
reckoning, a point behind Liverpool. The 
bottom two sides were clear cut, with Forest's 
last day victims, Vale, going down with Bury. 

Tn the penultimate season of the north-south 
splitting in Division Three, it was Derby 
County who conquered the north, and Ipswich 
‘Town who scraped through in the south. 

While Derby had a fairly clear run and 
ended four points clear of Hartlepools United, 
the south was much closer, Colchester, 
Torquay and Ipswich were all involved in the 
drama. 

At the end of April Colchester were top on 
58 points, with a better goal difference over 
Torquay (three goals to the good), with Ipswich 
a point behind. Torquay had a game in hand, as 
did Ipswich, who also had the best goal 
difference of all three. 

Ipswich won 2-0 away at Southampton on 
May 1, while Torquay could only draw 1-1 at 
Crysal Palace. Therefore Ipswich Town were 
promoted as champions from the Third 
Division South. 

The FA Cup semi-finals saw three sides 
from Birmingham participate, with City and 
West Brom eliminated, but Aston Villa going 


through to the final against Manchester United. 

‘Thanks to two goals from Peter McPharland 
the ‘Brummie’ lads won the Cup, but 
controversy marred the game as United lost 
goal keeper Ray Wood with a fractured 
cheekbone after a clash with McPharland. 

Unfortunately in the United side that played 
that day six of the team, including United's 
goal scorer Tommy Taylor, would perish in the 
Munich air crash. 

For now, however, Villa skipper Johnny 
Dixon carried the FA Cup trophy in triumph. 

Under Tommy Lawton, Kettering Town 
were Southern League champions for the 
second time in their history. It was, sadly, a 
brief triumph as after this season Lawton would 
leave for Notts County, and his successful side 
would end up disbanding. For now they 
finished eight points clear of Bedford Town. At 
the bottom were Llanelly, who won only five 
games all season, scoring 39 goals in 42 games 
and conceding 123 (they quit the Southern 
League at season’s end). Top goal scorer in the 
Souther League was Lovell’s skipper George 
Lowrie with 45 goals. 

In the Southern Cup Hereford, under former 
Arsenal player Joe Wade, were victorious 5-2 
on aggregate over Tonbridge (their second loss 
in the final in three years). 

North of the border and Rangers 
successfully defended their title, although the 
Teague was now known as Division One once 
more (not Division A). Hearts finished just two 
points behind with Rangers’ away win at 
Tynecastle proving crucial. At the bottom 
Dunfermline and Ayr United were relegated. 

Clyde finished 13 ponts clear in Division 
‘Two to bounce straight back up, and with them 
came Third Lanark who compled their season a 
further six points clear of the next side, 
Cowdenbeath. East Stirling, however, had the 
dubious honour of finishing bottom in 
Scotland, 

‘The Scottish FA Cup saw Celtic lose 1-3 to 
Kilmarnock in the semi-finals, while Falkirk 
overcame Raith Rovers 2-0 to make the Final. 

‘The first game ended 1-1 at Hampden Park, 
and the replay, four days later, went to Falkirk 
21 


Falkirk had waited 43 years to make the 
final again — and they had won both — but 
they would have to wait another 40 years to 
make another final again (and that time would 
be less successful). 

The Scottish League Cup Final was played 
out between Celtic and Patrick in October, 
1956, with it also going to a replay (first game 
ended 0-0), but Celtic won when it counted 3-0. 


DIVISION 1 


RPEUNURREnAYALUUEVCASIEE 


21. 


' ENGLAND 


LEAGUE TABLES 


10 30 37 
16 27 59 
12.27 51 
12 26 50 
1424 56 
1 30 46 
12 25 57 
1527 58 
15 18 54 
18 31 76 

Birmingham and Chelsea finished in equal 12th position 

DIVISION 2 

POW Dab -E-A-GW DoLSP si 
Leicester 42 14 5 2 6836 11 6 4 41 31 
NForst 42 13 4 4 5029 9 6 6 44 26 
L'pool 42 16 1 4 53:26 5 10 6 2 28 
Boum 42 126 3 4932 9 4 8 34 43 
IStokeC 42 16 2 3 64 18 4 6 11 19 40 
Midboro 42 125 4 S127 5 9 33 31 
SheffU 42 11 6 4 4528 8 2 11-42 48 
lWestHam 42 12 4 5 3124 7 4 10 2 39 
BristolR 42 125 4 4719 6 4 11 4 48 
SwanseaT42 12.3 6 5334 7 4 10 37 56 
Fulham 42 13:1 7 5332 6 3 12 31 44 
Held 42 10 3 8 33.27 8 3 1035 47 
Bristol 42 13 2 6 4932 3 7 M2 47 
Doncaster R42 12 5 4 4121 3 S$ 13 26 56 
lLeyionO 42 7 8 6 438 8 2 11 32 46 
GrimsbyT42 12 4 5 4126 5 1 15 20 36 
RhamU 42.9 7 5 372% 4 4 13°37 49 
LincomC 42 9 4 8 427 5 2 14 0 53 
Bamsiey 42 8 7 6 3935 4 3 M4 20 54 
NotsCo 42 7 6 8 3432 2 6 13 24 54 
Buy 8942 5313 3747 3 6 12 B 49 
PortVale 42 7 4 10 3142 1 2 18 26 59 
DIVISION THREE NORTH 


Derby County 63, Hartlepools United 59, Accrington Stanley 58, 
Workington $8, Stockport County 54, Chesterfield $3, York City 52, 
Hull City 52, Bradford City 52, Barrow 51, Halifax Town 49, Wrexham 
48, Rochdale 48, Scunthorpe United 45, Carlisle United 45, Mansfield 
HTown 44, Gateshead 44, Darlington 42, Oldham Athletic 39, Bradford 
35, Chester 33, Southport 32, Tranmere Rovers 27, Crewe Alexandra 


DIVISION THREE SOUTH 


Ipswich Town 59, Torquay United 59, Colchester United 58, 
Southampton 54, AFC Bournemouth 52, Brighton & Hove 
Albion 52, Southend United 48, Brentford 48, Shrewsbury] 
Town 48, QPR 47, Watford 46, Newport County 45, Reading} 
45, Northampton Town 45, Walsall 44, Coventry City 44,} 
Millwall 44, Plymouth Argyle 43, Aldershot 42, Crystal Palace} 
40, Exeter City 37, Gillingham 37, Swindon Town 36, Norwich] 
City 31. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


Kettering Town 66, Bedford Town 58, Weymouth 54, Cheltenham] 
Town 53, Gravesend & Northfleet 53, Lovells Athletic 49, Guilford 
City 47, Hereford United 46, Headington United 45, Gloucester City 
4, Hastings United 43, Worcester City 42, Dartford 42, Chelmsford 
City 41, Tonbridge 40, Yeovil Town 39, Bath City 38, Exeter City Res 
30, Merthyr Tydfil 29, Barry Town 23, Kidderminster Harriers 20, 
Lianelly 18, 


DIVISION 1 

PWODULFEF A Pts 
Rangers 3426 3 5 (96 48 «(55 
Hearts 3424 5 5 81 48 53 
Kilmamock 34:16 10 8 57 39 42 
RaithR 34:16 7 I 84 58 39 
Celtic 34.15 8 11 58 43 38 
Aberdeen 34:18 2 14 79 59 38 
Motherwell 34:16 5 13 72 66 37 
Partick T 34:13 8 13 53 51 34 
Hibernian 34:12 9 13 69 56 33 
Dundee. 34:13 6 15 55 61 32 
Airdrie 34:13. 4 «17 77 89 30 
St Mirren 34:12 6 16 58 72 30 
Queens Pk 34.11 7 16 55.59 29 
Falkirk 34:10 8 16 51 70 28 
East Fife 34:10 6 18 59 82 26 
Queen Sth 34:10 5 19 54 96 25 
Dunfermline 34.9 6 19 S474 24 
Ayr Utd 347° 5 22 48 89 19 

DIVISION 2 

PWOLEFA Pt 
Clyde 3629 6 1 12239 64 
T Lanark 36 24 3 9 105 51 51 
Cowdenbeath 3620 5 11 87 65 45 
Morton 3618 7 11 81 70 43 
Albion R 3618 6 12 98 80 42 
Brechin C 36 15 10 11 72 68 40 
Stranraer 3615 10 11 79 77 40 
Stirling A 3617 5 14 81 64 39 
Dumbarton 3617 4 15 101 70 38 
Arbroath 3617 4 15 79 57 38 
Hamilton 3614 8 14 69 68 36 
St Johnstone 3614 6 16 79 80 34 
Dundee Utd 3614 6 16 75 80 34 
Stenhousemuir 3613 6 17 71 81 32 
Alloa 3611 5 20 66 99 27 
Forfar 36.9 5 22 75 100 23 
Montrose 367 7 22 54 124 21 
Berwick 367 6 23 58 114 20 
E Stirling 36.5 7 24 56 121 17 
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PLAYERS TURNING 
INTO 
‘FAT CATS'? 


jupporters of Premiership clubs believe 

the new breed of ‘fat cat’ player is 
being paid too much, 

In the week when it was reported that 
Danish star Brian Laudrup will bank 
$100,000 a week for wearing a Chelsea shirt 
next season, a survey of football fans com- 
missioned by the FA Premier League 
reveals concern about rising wages. ~ 

London supporters, especially, are find- 
ing they are having to dig ever deeper into 
their pockets to finance exorbitant salary 
bills. 

The survey indicates that four London 
clubs — Chelsea, Tottenham, Arsenal and 


Gs 


West Ham — figure among the top six 
demanding the highest average prices for 
season tickets. 

The table of high chargers for the season 
1996/97 is led by Chelsea on $894. Spurs 
are the only other club to break through the 
$800 barrier with an average season ticket 
Price of $826, 

Tn contrast, champions Manchester 
United are in seventh place on $660, while 
the bargain basement belongs to Wimbledon 
on $304, 

Tickets to watch Premiership games are 
now so expensive that over half of those 
who took part in the survey admitted that 
prices deterred them from bringing children 
to watch football, 

‘That spells a warning to clubs about 
securing vital future support. 

More than half the 28,122 supporters 
who responded to an extensive question- 
naire prepared by the Sir Norman Chester 
Centre earn $40,000 a year or less. 

Tt is little wonder, then, that 42% believe 
players’ wages are ‘way too high’, Only 11 
per cent are content that their wages are rea- 
sonable in comparison with other sports, 
and just 7% accept that most players 
deserve what they are paid. 

‘The report points to disquiet among sup- 
porters whose clubs are least able to com- 
pete with the spending on salaries made by 
larger clubs, 

It concludes: “These complaints reflect 
most strongly fears over the growing power 
of large clubs to attract players from smaller 
ones by simply offering bigger and bigger 
salary packages.” 

Other findings of the survey reveal a 
number of fans — four out of every ten — 
in favour of returning small areas of all- 
Seater stadia to terracing, and 66 per cent 
who argue there is not enough football coy- 
erage on terrestrial television. 

Highest average price of a season ticket 
(1996/97): 

1: $894, Chelsea 

: $826, Tottenham Hotspur 
3: $718, Newcastle United 
4; $704, Arsenal 
5; $698, Sunderland 
178, West Ham United 
3660, Manchester United 
$656, Derby County 
1608, Blackbur Rovers 
10; $576, Leicester City 


ENGLAND/ 
SCOTLAND'S WINS 
FOR FRANCE 98 


ngland and Scotland fans are set to 
receive more tickets for this sum- 
mer’s World Cup Finals. 

FIFA have announced that each compet- 
ing nation, outside France, will receive a 
share of the expected 152,000 extra tickets 
which have been held back by the World 
Cup organising committee (CFO). 

Tt remains to be seen how many extra 
tickets each nation will receive, but it could 
be between 3,000-4,000. 


‘The Football Association has been press- 
ing for a large share since it discovered how 
small England's allocation was and 
spokesman Steve Double was pleased with 
the increase. 

“On the face of it, it’s very welcome 
news, but we still do not know the exact 
ramifications of how many tickets it actually 
boils down to for England fans,” he said. 

“We think eight per cent of the available 
capacity will be allocated, which in most 
cases is around 3-4,000 more tickets in the 
bigger stadiums, but possibly even fewer. 

“Hopelully it will lead to a reasonable 
increase in our share. 

“We won't know until this week what it 
means for our fans, but obviously, it's a step 
in the right direction.” 

FIFA had come under fire from the 
European Union over the allocation of tick- 
ets, but a spokesman for football’s world 
governing body denied they were reacting to 
that pressure. 


BRIAN LITTLE 
FACT FILE 


ct file of Brian Little who resigned as 
Aston Villa’s manager last week. 


1953: Born Peterlee, County Durham 
November 25. 

1969: Signs professional forms for 
Aston Villa, two years after joining the 
club as an apprentice. 

1972: Wins F.A. Youth Cup winners 
medal with Villa 1975: wins League Cup 
medal. 

1975: Makes only full international 
appearance for England — 10 minutes as 
substitute against Wales. 

1977: Wins League Cup with Villa for 
second time. 

1982: May. Forced to retire through 
injury after making over 300 appearances 
for Villa, scoring 82 goals. 

1985: Aston Villa coach. 

1986: Wolves coach, caretaker-manag- 
er of Wolves, August-October. 

1989: Has first success as manager, 
steering Darlington back to English 
League after relegation to Vauxhall 
Conference. 

1991: Appointed Leicester City man- 
ager. 

1994: Appointed Aston Villa manager 
following sacking of Ron Atkinson. 

1996: Managed Villa to 3-0 victory in 
League Cup Final over Leeds United. 

1997: Villa made worst start in their 
109-year league history with four straight 
defeats. 

1998: February 24, resigns as Villa 
manager due to indifferent form of the 
team in the Premiership. 


GREGORY IN LINE 
FOR HOT-SEAT 


Auetes farcical chapter in the 
‘on Villa soap opera was enacted 
last week as chairman Doug Ellis 
installed another of his favoured ex- 
players, John Gregory, to replace 
Brian Little - and a third one stormed 
out. 

Assistant manager Allan Evans, who 
had been placed temporarily in charge 
after Little resigned on Tuesday, 
announced yesterday afternoon that he 
was bidding for the job on a permanent 
basis. But only two hours later he depart- 
ed stern-faced and put a big question 
mark over his future at the club. 


EL TEL ‘EL SAVIOUR’ 
OF PALACE? 


illionaire businessman Mark 
Goldberg last week outlined his 
plans to make Crystal Palace a force in 
European football within five years. 
Central to his plan is former England 
coach Terry Venables, whom Goldberg 
hopes to persuade to return to Selhurst 
Park as coach. 


They will meet this week and Goldberg 
is so determined to secure the services of 
Venables that he said: “At the moment, I 
don’t want to consider any other option.” 

Having masterminded his $60m 
takeover of Palace, the 34-year-old part- 
ner in a south London computer staffing 
company has an ambitious plan, which 
includes European Cup quarter-finalists 
Juventus taking a 10 per cent stake in the 
club and for Palace to be run on similar 
lines to the Italian champions. 

“T have a five-year plan and I’m hop- 
ing it will appeal to Terry Venables,” he 
said. “To my mind he's the only man who 
can give the team the confidence they 
need. 

“T'm hopeful and excited about the 
prospect of him joining us and I am con- 
vinced I can work with him.” 

Goldberg conceded that chairman Ron 
Noades would remain in control of the 
club until October. 

“Ron and I have been together all 
along in this,” said Goldberg, who is a 
Palace director. “I don’t want to be 
rushed into taking control but 1 am going 
to have a big say in what is going on.” 

Although the sale of the club will 
progress in stages, Goldberg made it quite 
clear that he was ready to implement 
changes. 

Once a new manager is installed, pre- 
sent manager Steve Coppell will be 
offered a five-year contract as develop- 
ment director of football. 

“He will have a wide ranging role,” 
added Goldberg. “He’s going to be 
utilised far more efficiently than he has 
been in the past. I believe I can help 
Crystal Palace compete with the best.” 

When the takeover is finalised next 
autumn Goldberg will make $20m avail- 
able for ground development and trans- 
fers. 


SIR LES IN TROU- 
BLE OVER COM- 
MENTS TO REF 


ttenham and England striker Les 

Ferdinand was last week charged by 

the Football Association for his verbal 
assault on referee Gerald Ashby. 

Ferdinand branded the Worcester-based 
official’s performance: as “disgraceful” after 
Spurs tumbled out of the FA Cup at 
Barnsley on February 4. Along with his 
team-mates, he was incensed by Ashby’s 
dismissal of Steve Clemence for diving as 
Tottenham lost 3-1 in the fourth-round 
replay. Ferdinand has 14 days to respond. 

Carlton Palmer has been cleared to play 
against his former club Leeds United on 
Saturday after the FA delayed a disciplinary 
hearing until March 27. The Southampton 
midfielder faces a ban after he too criticised 
Ashby following his side’s 2-0 FA Cup 
defeat at Derby last month. 

‘He was banned for one match and fined 
$2,000 by the FA two weeks ago after being 
reported by the official. But Southampton 
manager Dave Jones appealed against his 
punishment and the club have now been 
granted a special hearing at Lancaster Gate. 
That frees Palmer to play in Saints’ next 
three Premiership matches. 


DURIE STILL 
UNDER 
OBSERVATION 


angers striker Gordon Durie, who 

was knocked unconscious after a 
clash of heads with another player, is to 
spend a third night in hospital. 

‘The 32-year-old Scotland striker was 
injured in his club's 1-1 draw with 
Kilmarnock at Rugby Park on Tuesday. 

He had been expected to be discharged 
from the Southern General Hospital, but has 
been told to wait until doctors have studied 
test results. 

A hospital spokesman said: “Mr Durie 
has undergone further tests today and the 
results have still to be evaluated. He will 


remain with us until they are.” 


Gordon Durie 


Durie collapsed on the pitch minutes 
after a clash of heads with Kilmamock’s 
Gary Holt. 

The hospital spokesman said the foot- 
baller was in a “comfortable and stable” 
condition in the hospital's Institute of 
Neurosciences and would be allowed to 
leave when doctors are sure he is well 
enough. 

Durie is expected to be out of football 
for up to four weeks, but Ibrox boss 
Walter Smith expects England midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne to be fit to face Dundee 
in the Scottish Cup on March 9. 


McMAHON TO 
LEAVE STOKE FOR 
SCOTLAND 


orthern Ireland international Gerry 

McMahon is poised to leave Stoke 
City to join Scottish Premier Division side 
‘St Johnstone for $170,000, 


The two clubs have agreed a fee for 
McMahon, 24, and the former Tottenham 
midfielder travelled north to discuss terms 
‘with St Johnstone manager Paul Sturrock. 


KAMPMAN FOR 
‘WELL 
cottish Premier Division club 


Motherwell has handed Finnish coach 
Harri Kampman the job of leading them 
to safety. 

Motherwell, who are currently second- 
bottom of the ten-club league, confirmed 
they have appointed the 45-year-ol, current- 
ly in charge of Lahti in Finland, as the suc- 
cessor to Alex McLeish, who quit the club 
to join relegation rivals Hibernian. 

Kampman will fly to Scotland on 
Wednesday and begin the task of keeping 
the Fir Park club in the top division, 

Motherwell general manager, Alan Dick, 
said that the club had earmarked Kampman 
‘over two years ago as their next manager 
after he helped knock them out of the UEFA 
Cup in August 1995, when he was coach of 
MyPa-47, 

“Harri brought his team to Scotland five 
days before that match rather than the one 
day, which is the norm in Burope, and the 
directors got to know him well and realised 
that he was a coach of high quality.” 

Motherwell sought advice from Finland’s 
national manager Richard Moller Neilsen, 
the man who led Denmark to victory in the 
1992 European Championship, before 
deciding on Kampman. 

“Richard spoke in glowing terms of 
Harri and we asked other continental coach- 
es too, We are confident he is the man to 
give this club a bright future.” 

Kampman’s appointment now means that 
30 per cent of the premier division dugouts 
will be inhabited by foreign coaches next 
season, 

Celtic appointed Dutchman Wim Jansen 
as their coach at the start of the season, 
while Rangers new boss Dick Advocaat, 
who starts at Ibrox on July 1, is also Dutch, 

However Alan Dick insisted: “Wee are not 


appointing a foreign coach because it is the 
in thing.” 


CLYDEBANK 
CONFIRM IRISH 
PLAN 


lydebank, the homeless leaders of the 

Scottish Second Division, yesterday 
held simultaneous press conferences in 
Glasgow and Dublin to confirm their 
plans to play in Ireland next season, 

The club insist the move is the only feasi- 
ble option if they are to become a major 
force in the Scottish Premiership, 

Scottish club playing in Ireland? Don't 
augh, it could just happen. 


SIR ALF TO GET 
MEDAL 


Sir Alf Ramsey is to be awarded the 


World Cup winner’s medal he was 
refused by officialdom back in 1966 — 
a shameful 32 years after guiding 
England to the pinnacle of world foot- 
ball. 

And about time too! 
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DAVID SLAYS 
GOLIATH 
Satins 3 Man. Utd 2 
Hendrie 9 ‘Sheringham 56 
Jones 45,66 Cole 81 


lwo goals from Scott Jones, one in 

either half, and a second goal of the 
tie for John Hendrie sealed a remarkable 
evening of passion and fury in Barnsley. 
United started with a makeshift team but 
ended being pummelled into submission 
by a side which has often seemed 
completely out of its depth in the 
Premiership this season, 

It was fitting that Barnsley were wearing 
red shirts, instead of Alex Ferguson’s team. 
They streamed forward towards Peter 
Schmeichel’s goal from the very first 
second, It was like a gauntlet being thrown 
down and everybody, in turn, accepted the 
challenge. 

United’s playing machine started to find 
that, even though the pieces had been 
changed, the system was the same. 

David May was back in the middle of the 
defence after a depressing spell of injuries. 
He has been out since early in the season 
but his was not the most unfamiliar face. In 
attack, Ferguson deployed another of his 
Norwegian prodigies, the 20-year-old Erik 
Neyland, who has been tipped by Old 
Trafford insiders to be one of the most 
prolific goal-scorers this club has had. 

Moving up to this most senior of grades 
with the young Norwegian were Ben 
Thornley and Michael Clegg, with Thomley 
occupying the more demanding role of 
standing in for the mercurial Ryan Giggs. 

Danny Wilson's team played with a 


Catch 


& 


S 


OPTUS 
VISION 
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swagger of confidence and the torrents of 
forward motion eventually welled up, 
overflowed and burst United’s banks. 

When the first goal came in the ninth 
minute, it was as contentious as it was 
admirable. Both sides had flirted with taking 
the lead in the opening exchanges but then 
Barnsley stopped flirting and applied what 
looked like the kiss of death. 

Darren Barnard appeared to be slightly 
hemmed in on the left touchline but his 
eyes saw things which no-one else's did. 
With his left foot, he nicked the ball 
between Phil Neville and young Clegg 
into the penalty box. The United defence 
‘was caught slightly square and, although 
there was certainly a hint of offside, John 
Hendrie found himself in the penalty box 
with only Schmeichel in front of him. As 
if the great Danish keeper was not even 
there, Hendrie merely swiped at the ball 
with the outside of his right boot like any 
Brazilian on the Rio beaches would have 
done. His shot flew beyond Schmeichel’s 
outstretched right hand and under the top 
corner of the woodwork into the 
billowing net. 

It was a goal worth winning the FA 
Cup let alone a midweek night replay 
against the champions, 

‘Three-quarters of the stadium exploded 
with a mixture of joy and disbelief, 
accentuated because United could have 
gone ahead seconds before. Only a 
linesman’s flag prevented Nevland 
making a dramatic early impact and, 
before two minutes had past, Jovo 
Bosancic had foolishly attempted to chest 
the ball down in the penalty area and the 
Norwegian cracked the ball into the side 
netting wastefully. 

Bosancie tried to remedy his error 
within 60 seconds by lifting a tremendous 
right-foot cross on to the head of Neil 
Redfearn. He was inside the penalty spot 


Il the 


A 


and should have burst the net instead of 
landing his effort squarely in 
Schmeichel’s midriff. 

Already those crammed into the 
stadium knew that, whatever the result, 
this was going to be a special night. 

Whether it is the FA Cup, which 
manages to make the mighty and the 
minor so equal is hard to know, but Alex 
Ferguson was so aware that he had a fight 
on his hands that Sheringham was 
ordered to start a full warm-up and 
prepare to strip off for battle. He replaced 
Nevland 12 minutes before half-time and 
Denis Irwin was introduced for McClair. 

Irwin crossed for Sheringham to head 
on and the little flick which Cole 
produced sent the ball only an inch past 
the post. 

‘The inevitable followed. Eleven minutes 
into the second half Beckham made ground 
down the left, cut his cross back, Cole left it 
and Sheringham swivelled to put a deflected 
shot past Watson. So undaunted were 
Barnsley by the setback that it took them 
barely five minutes to restore their 
advantage. 

It was an added piece of embarrassment 
for Schmeichel in this strange tie. The 
normally reliable Dane lost his footing when 
Redfeam’s comer floated across the box in 
the 66th minute. The greater crime however 
was the fact that nobody was marking Jones 
when he nodded in his second and 
Bamsley's third. 

With eight minutes remaining Cole 
brought this amazing match back within 
United's reach. He latched on to a chip 
from Beckham, which Sheringham 
seemed to help on and then drove the ball 
past Watson to make the score 3-2, but it 
wasn't enough and it is Barnsley, bottom 
club in the Premiership, who go through 
to meet Newcastle, away, in the quarter- 
finals. 


(Optus Vision) 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND SUBSCRIPTIONS CONTACT O 
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FA CUP UPDATE 


LOMAS SINKS 
ROVERS 


Brit 
Blackburn Rovers 1 West Ham Utd 
Ripley 114 Hartson 103 


(AET: West Ham united win 5-4 on penatties) 


iteve Lomas was West Ham’s penalty 
king to send Harry Redknapp’s FA 
Cup battlers to a London derby tie at 
Arsenal. When this gruelling tie went to 
peni Lomas scored the crucial goal 
after a miss from Blackburn warhorse 
Colin Hendry. 

A 114th-minute header from Stuart 
Ripley had edged the game into a shoot- 
out after John Hartson had been first to 
display extra-time coolness, The bustling 
Welshman’s 103rd-minute strike seemed 
to have killed off Blackburn. A short free 
kick was touched on to David Unsworth 
who launched it into the Rovers’ penalty 
area. Substitute Samassi Abou then 
created mayhem with a sharp turn and 
chip which evaded Hendry. To the delight 
of Hammers’ fans Hartson chested down 
and guided in his 20th goal of the season 
past Alan Fettis. 

Unsworth also set himself up for a 
fierce examination of his defensive make- 
up after manhandling Chris Sutton to the 
floor after just nine minutes to earn 
himself a yellow card, 

It needed a piece of Irish impudence to 
inject some class into an abrasive and at 
times distinctly untidy opening. Damien 
Duff jinked towards goal and from 25 yards 
shaved the post with an instinctive drive 
which caused Hammers goalkeeper Craig 
Forrest a few anxious moments. 

Redknapp’s side, with Trevor Sinclair 


ineligible and Paul Kitson injured, relied 
heavily on the physical presence of Hartson 
up front with the under-fire Berkovic his 
industrious partner. Their hopes had been 
raised with the absence of Blackburn’s 
England goalkeeper Tim Flowers who had 

to succumb due to a painful 

jury. 

Even with Sutton and Gallacher back in 
harness, following Sutton’s absence at the 
weekend with a virus, Blackburn lacked 
their usual cohesion up front and the first- 
half staggered on without any real belief and 
reason. Blackburn lost Billy McKinlay with 
an injury while West Ham were content to 
try and soak up whatever early pressure 
came their way, relying on the swift break, 
but it was a game lacking the incidents of 
the first tie, 


Other Results: 
Crystal Palace 1 Arsenal 2 
Dyer 35 Anelka 2 
Bergkamp 28 
Wolverhampton 2 Wimbledon 1 
Robinson 63 Jones 48 
Freedman 85 


13 33 11 


ALL CHANGE 


Janos Csank is a surprise inclusion in 
the short list of four for the job of 
Hungarian national team coach. 

His current contract with the Hungarian 
Fecal Federation (MLSZ) ends on June 


The others short-listed are Gyor ETO 
technical director Bertalan Bicskei, Vasas 
Budapest coach Imre Gellei and former 
MTK Budapest coach Gyorgy Mezey. 

Gellei is the only one of the four not to 
have held the position before. 

Mezey was Hungary’s coach the last time 
they qualified for the finals of the World 
Cup in 1986, He had a brief second spell in 
charge in 1988 before he was replaced by 
Bicskei (who lasted nine games). 

Csank led Hungary in their failed attempt 
to qualify for the finals of France 98 and 
came under fire following the 12-1 aggre- 
gate defeat by Yugoslavia in the qualifica- 
tion play-offs, 

Meanwhile the Romanian Soccer 
Federation (FRF) controversially appointed 
Victor Piturca as Romania’s new national 
soccer coach, replacing Anghel lordanescu. 

“The Romanian Soccer Federation decid- 
ed to name former U/21 national team coach 
Piturca to lead Romania in the 2000 
European championship preliminaries,” 
FRF president Mircea Sandu told journal- 
ists. “His contract is for two years and his 
Job is to qualify Romania for the European 
finals.” 

The nomination becomes effective on 
July 15, but no other details of the contract 
were available, 

Piturca, 43, has trained top local teams 
Steaua Bucharest and Universitatea Craiova 
in recent years. He played 13 times for 
Romania and scored six goals. 

Other contenders for Piturea’s new job 
included AEK Athens coach Dumitru 
Dumitriu and French Second Division club 
Nancy trainer Ladislau Boloni. 


Paris St Germain’s former French 
international midfielder Vincent Guerin 
and Toulouse defender Domingue 
Arribage have lost their appeals against 
bans for doping. 

But AJ Auxerre midfielder Antoine 
Sibierski, who like the other two players 
tested positive for the banned steroid nan- 
drolone in September, was cleared to play 
by the French Football Federation's (FFF) 
doping commission. 

The commission said the level of nan- 
drolone in Sibierski's urine samples were 
too close to the permitted limit to validate a 
suspension, 

Guerin and Arribage, who along with 
Sibierski were handed down 18 month bans 
(with 12 months suspended) in January, 
must both serve their six months from 
Wednesday, the commission said. 

Tronically, Sibietski, who could continue 
to play, is out of action after undergoing 
cartilage surgery two weeks ago. He misses 
Auxerre's UEFA Cup quarter-final first leg 
away to Lazio of Italy today (Tuesday). 

All three players have claimed they did 
not knowingly take the banned substance. 

Le Havre striker Cyrille Pouget, who also 
tested positive for nandrolone earlier in 
September, escaped punishment at a 
December hearing after his lawyer pinpoint- 
ed irregularities in the testing procedure, 

Guerin and Arribage said they would 
continue to fight to clear their names. 
Sources close to the players said they 
believed the FFF was making an example of 
the players under pressure from the sports 
ministry. 

A relieved Sibierski said: “I remain in 
solidarity with Guerin and Arribage because 
T’mconvinced they didn’t take anything. 

“Pil continue to play football, but now 


T'll take care about everything I take, Now 
T’meven frightened of painkillers.” 


RONALDO IN 
CHRIST ROW 


Brazilian striker Ronaldo, worshipped 
at his Italian club Inter Milan for his 
divine football skills, is to appear as 
Christ on a provocative new billboard 
poster for Italian tyre company Pirelli 
(PIRL.MI). It shows him with arms out- 
stretched, gazing down on Rio de Janeiro 
in an imitation of the huge statue of 
Christ the Redeemer which overlooks the 
Brazilian city from the summit of the 
Corcovado mountain. 

Wearing his Inter kit, Ronaldo, viewed 
from behind, has his left leg raised as if 
about to kick a ball. The sole of his foot is 
covered in the tread of a tyre. 

Pirelli, which sponsors the Serie A giant 


Ronaldo 


dismissed charges the poster was blasphe- 
mous, 

“It gives a very positive image,” compa- 
ny president Marco Tronchetti Provera told 
‘a news conference to launch the advertising 
campaign. “It’s not a profane image, I like 
the idea of Ronaldo embracing his home 
city.” 

Ronaldo, who was born and raised in 
Bento Ribeiro on the outskirts of Rio, said: 
“I'm a Catholic and T believe in God and in 
Christ. 

“Tt’s a beautiful picture and I'm in the 
same position I take afier I've scored a goal 
— arms open and fingers pointing outwards, 
Tnever played for a top level Rio side so it’s 
a way for me to be close to my home city.” 

The player has already courted controver- 
sy with a publicity campaign this year. Last 
month he posed for a television advert in 
which his head was superimposed on to the 
nude body of a male model. 


HOOLIGAN 
PROBLEMS 


Romanian police arrested and fined 14 
Dinamo Bucharest soccer fans after a 
1,000 strong group forced their way into 
a local train, assaulted passengers and 
smashed windows, police have stated. 

The Dinamo supporters pulled emer- 
gency cords to stop the train and help fellow 
fans travelling without tickets to get on the 
train bound for a south-east town where 
their team was playing a Romania cup quar- 
ter-final game. Dinamo won the game 
against Otelul Galati 1-0. 

Meanwhile in Britain, a police delegation 
to advise and help their French counterparts 
‘over preventing hooliganism during the 
World Cup Finals, said that the offenders 
feared jail more than officers baton charging 
them, 

The delegation, who were visiting Lens 
where the English football team take on 
Colombia on June 26, handed over profiles 
of known hooligans who could cause trou- 
ble during June and July's football show- 
piece. 

“Hooliganism exists still in England and 
even if they are in a minority they are still 


dangerous if they are left alone,” said Eddy 
Curtis, who will lead the British officers 
who come over for the Finals, 

“They are not afraid of a baton charge 
because they sport their injuries as if they 
are war wounds. The only thing that they 
are afraid of is imprisonment,” Curtis 
added. 

Curtis, who aside from the ground vis- 
ited nearby Lille airport and its railway 
station, said that the police tactics would 
be to prevent any potential trouble start- 
ing up. 

The French World Cup Organising 


Committee (CFO) has allocated 3,500 
tickets to the Football Association, 
English football's ruling body, for the 
Colombia match and a further 2,000 have 


been issued to authorised 
agents, 

British police have already visited the 
other two venues for England's group 
matches, Marseille, where England play 
Tunisia on June 15, and Toulouse where 
they grapple with Romania on June 22. 


PLL STAY AND 
FIGHT 


Napoli goalkeeper Giuseppe 
Taglialatela, who came under pressure 
earlier this season as his side slumped 
to the bottom of Serie A, says he wants 
to stay with the former Italian champi- 
ons for another four years. 

“I’m ready to see out my contract until 
2002,” he said. “But J think the future lies 
with (Napoli reserve keepers) Valerio 
Visconti and Ferdinando Coppola.” 

Taglialatela was heavily criticised in 
November for his role in Napoli’s defeats 
by Juventus and Lecce, results which 
stretched their losing streak in the league 
to a club record six matches and led to the 
resignation of coach Giovanni Galeone. 

‘The 29-year-old keeper, who made his 
debut at Napoli in the club’s golden era in 
1988, was subsequently dropped and 
appeared set to leave. He reclaimed his 
first team place in January. 

Napoli are bottom of the Italian Serie 
A with just two victories from 22 match- 
es. They have conceded 58 League and 
Cup goals this season, more than any 
other team in the league. 


OUR BID’S BETTER 


English football chief Keith 
Wiseman fired the latest volley in the 
battle to host the 2006 World Cup, by 
telling a German newspaper that 
England’s bid holds the advantage over 
Germany’s — at least for now. 

“We have just organised the (1996) 
European Championships and can say 
just how tremendously successful it was 
and look at our stadiums, which are the 
most modem in the world,” the English 
Football Association chairman told the 
Sueddeutsche Zeitung daily. 

Wiseman admitted that between now 
and 2006 Germany “could build stadiums 
throughout the country,” but affirme 
“At the moment we have the advantage. 

Wiseman rejected European football rul- 
ing body UEFA’s proposal to have only one 
European candidate, likely to be Germany, 

“FIFA would not accept it if UEFA 
says: ‘England wants to bid but we are 
putting forward just Germany’,” he said, 

England and Germany have been 
involved in heated exchanges since 
England declared it would run a rival bid 
to host the tournament. 

Germany claim the English had previ- 
ously agreed to let it bid alone in return 
for German support for England’s suc- 
cessful bid to host the Euro 96 tourna- 
ment. 

South Africa have also launched their 
bid to host the 2006 tournament, and 
many consider them the favourites 
because Africa has never hosted the 
World Cup. 
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NOT FAiR! 


Real Madrid have complained about 
what they consider to be unfair tax 
breaks enjoyed by arch-rivals Barcelona, 

Over the past few days Real president 
Lorenzo Sanz has drawn attention to the fact 
that Barcelona are financed by TV3, the 
publicly-owned television station in 
Catalonia, 

Real Madrid have been reported to be 
more than 10 billion pesetas ($64.9 million) 
in debt while Barcelona have been in profit 
for several years. 

An article in the daily “As’ said Sanz had 
had a meeting with Spanish vice-president 
Francisco Alvarez Cascos to discuss the 
supposed favouritism shown to Barcelona, 

According to the article, TV3 pays part of 
the club payroll directly to players as ‘image 
rights’ in return for access to squad mem- 
bers. 

‘TV3 director general Luis Oliva said that 
the station wanted Barcelona to be “strong 
and winning, We have an agreement with 
the club,” he added. “It's all the same to us 
if we pay it in one lot or 15, if that way the 
club and players are benefited.” 

Several articles in the Madrid press have 
drawn attention to planning decisions by the 
regional government, and Barcelona town 
hall, that had supposedly favoured the club, 

A source at Real said no official state- 
ment had been made but that Sanz had said 
he would talk about Barcelona after the two 
sides meet on March 7. 


UDINESE IN DOUBT? 


The future of Italian Serie A club 
Udinese was plunged into uncertainty this 
week following charges of alleged tax eva- 
sion against the club’s managing director 
Gino Pozzo, 

Spanish police confirmed that Pozzo was 
under investigation by Italian authorities for 
having used the Barcelona branch of his 
family company to facilitate $33.7 million 
dollars worth of tax evasion relative to 
Udinese. 

Gino Pozzo’s father, the Udine-based 
industrialist Giampaolo Pozzo, has owned 
Udinese since 1986. 

The two-year long investigation into 
Udinese’s affairs is being conducted by 
Udine-based state attorney Alessio Verni, 


1905 


who obtained an international warrant to 
search the Barcelona office of Gino Pozzo 
this week, 

The Pozzo family reacted to the latest 
developments in the investigation by saying 
they wanted to sell Udinese at the end of the 
‘season. 


“Our family has decided definitively to 
break with Udinese soccer club because of 
judicial pressure on us since we bought 
the club in 1986, pressure which makes it 
objectively impossible for us to continue 
with our sporting commitments,” said 
Giampaolo and Gino Pozzo in a joint state- 
ment. 
Giampaolo Pozzo is head of a wood 
products industrial group, based in both 
Friuli, Italy and in Spain, which employs 
over 300 people and generates approximate- 
ly $85 million dollars worth of turnover, 

Udinese and the Pozzo family have long 
been under close surveillance by Italian tax 
authorities, 

When Giampaolo Pozzo bought the club 
in 1986, Udinese and Brazilian player Zico 
were under investigation in relation to for- 
eign-based payments made by the club to 
the player, 

‘That investigation and a subsequent one 
into former Udinese player Argentine 
Nestor Sensini, now with Parma, ended in 
full acquittals for players and club. 

In 1992, Udinese paid an undisclosed 
sum of money to settle outstanding tax 
irregularities. 

The club is currently involved in an unre- 
Solved investigation into charges of tax eva- 
sion against another Argentine and former 
Udinese player, Abel Balbo of AS Roma, 

Speaking from Barcelona, Gino Pozzo 
told ‘Gazzetta Dello Sport’ that his family 
had no option but to sell the club, 

“Faced with constant attacks and with 
(investigative) methods more suited to drug 
traffickers, there’s nothing else we can do,” 
he said. 

“The charges are mad, this enquiry has 
been going on for years and they’ve never 
found anything. It seems that Udinese is set 
apart for special attention.” 

Udinese are currently enjoying an excel- 
lent Serie A season and are fourth in the 
league, Gino Pozzo insisted the current 
problems would not affect performances on 
the pitch. 


PELE’S OPINION 


Former Brazilian star Pele, now his 
country’s Minister of Sport, reiterated his 
backing for UEFA president Lennart 
Johansson’s bid for the top job in soc- 
cer’s governing body FIFA. 

“Sweden's Johansson had proved himself 
to be the sole worthy successor to outgoing 
FIFA president Joao Hayelange, who steps 
down from the post after 24 years in June,” 
said Pele, speaking at a news conference to 
launch a Hong Kong Bank credit card. 

“Johansson did a nice job at UEFA and is 
a very honest man,” added Pele. “He's the 
only one Who appears to have the capacity 
to replace Havelange.”” 

All candidates for the presidency have 
until April 7 to declare their hands but so far 
Johansson is the only one. 

FIFA's executive committee is to hol 
extra ordinary meeting on March 13 to dis- 
cuss whether general secretary Sepp Blatter 
should resign from his post before standing 
for election as president, 

The vote for the presidency will be taken 
in Paris on June 8, two days before the start 
of the World Cup Finals in France. 
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